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Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ! 

ñNow the eleven disciples went to Galileeéas Jesus had directedé

Jesus came and said to them, "éGo therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you alwaysé" ï 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 This ñGreat Commissionò passage was one we studied dur-

ing Lent in the Look step to Discover Godôs Call to Us. We looked 

at Jesusôs directions and instructions to guide the church when Jesus 

would be physically absent following his Ascension. Matthewôs of-

fering, with its easy to remember list of verbs ï ñGoò, ñMakeò, 

ñBaptizeò, ñTeachò and ñRememberò ï is perhaps the ñfavoriteò 

passage to guide the Church, the Body of Christ, including Gloria 

Dei.  

An overview of the five passages studied during Lent was 

presented at the April 20th gathering that began the transition to the 

next step, Listen. And listen we did! We first gathered in small 

groups, and shared our ñmapsò, simple lines and lists of the routes 

between our homes and Gloria Dei. This allowed us to listen to each 

other as we described what we drove by, and any inspiration of pos-

sible connections between Gloria Dei and those homes, businesses, 

schools, day care facilities, nursing homes, restaurants, parks that 

we journey past. 

 Listening more, we heard each small group share with all 

assembled a recap of their conversation. As we listened, we tried to 

identify similarities in our small group discussions, in hopes that we 

might identify broad ministry possibilities that God might be lifting 

up to Gloria Dei. Our discussion focused on possible needs, and also 

possible solutions we might offer to help fill those needs. 

 Here is my condensed version of what I heard the small 

groups share about the perceived needs of four types of structures 

we all drive by: homes, schools, day care facilities, businesses, and 

churches. For both homes and apartments, people have needs to be 

included. We have rooms to host informational forums, or as meet-

ing space for neighborhood associations, recovery groups, or other 

volunteer groups as a way our neighbors can be included. Children 

in schools and day care will have specific needs. We can establish 

contacts in those entities, identify their actual needs, and discuss 

ways to meet their needs. Certain óbusinessesô like the Dialysis Cen-

ter or Hospice, might need reading and devotional material or thrift 
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Date Attd Offering Budget 
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Presidentôs report we discussed the agenda and 

plans for April 20th taco luncheon and gathering 

ñDiscovering Godôs Call to Usò 

Reviewed reports from Secretary and Treasurer, 

and parochial and Pastorôs reports. 

Dates of interest 

      April 25 ï 27 Synod Assembly, Longview,  

      May 4 ï Rachelôs Dayé. Stuffed animals will     

            be blessed and given to CASAôs children 

       May 4 ï farewell reception for graduates 

        May 20 ï next Council Meeting   

Parish Life discussed the April 20th    evening 

dinner we are serving at the Lutheran Student 

Center.  May 4th we will recognize the graduates 

in our congregation. 

Property:  Need sign ups for lawn care. 

Social Ministry: May 3rd a blood drive is sched-

uled.  April is Child Abuse Awareness Month.  

April 27th blue ribbons will be distributed to the 

congregation supporting ñBlue Sunday Faith Ini-

tiativeò which relates to issues of child abuse.  In 

addition, on May 4th,  Rachelôs Day, the stuffed 

animals we have had on the front pew ñsoaking 

upò Godôs grace will be donated to CASA for 

their MYPAK program. 

Finance & Stewardship:  Joey Pierce was recog-

nized for the outstanding April 6th Temple Talk on 

Stewardship of Ecology ïthe recycling project of 

the youth group.  The next Temple Talk will be 

April 27th. 

Worship & Music:  voted to participate in the 

ELCA US Congregational Life Survey October 5, 

2008. 

Youth: $800 was raised at the annual Easter 

Breakfast to support attendance to the National 

Youth Gathering in New Orleans next summer. 

Heard a report from the Constitutional Revision 

Task Force.  Further work is being done before 

the final report is submitted to the congregational 

council for discussion and approval. 

 

Old business:  digital pictures are needed to be 

taken to the Synod Assembly representing our 

congregation.  Pam will put it together. 
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 New business:  Motion passed to raise $250.00 as our 

share among the five Lutheran Churches supporting 

the Lutheran Student Center to meet a request from 

Pastor Brian. LSC needs two security doors purchased 

and installed.  We agreed to have a special collection 

for two Sundays to try to raise the funds. 

Adjourned with prayer and song. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 Jean Bardy, Secretary 

NEEDED 

One, two or three  very part time volunteers for 

approximately ½ - 1 hour per week to deliver DVDôs 

of Sunday worship to our shut-ins.  No pay, but great 

compensation in sharing community with those often 

unable participate in regular corporate gatherings. 

Contact Pastor Craig or the church office for details or 

to sign up 

store merchandise. Could we help? And other 

churches, much like us, may need partners to enhance 

and offer a wider variety of programs, i.e., Vacation 

Bible School, to the neighborhood. Are we willing to 

partner in ministry? 

 The next action in the LISTEN step is to meet 

with our neighbors and hear their actual needs. How 

do we do that, and who are our neighbors? We estab-

lished a draft description of what we call our 

neighborhood ï the area from 19th to 4th (and beyond 

to include the Whisperwood area), and between 

Quaker and Chicago. These boundaries may be rede-

fined, but this is our starting point. And now, we look 

for opportunities to get the neighbors here. Should we 

promote something fun, like a  cook-out with inflat-

able games, or be a bit more serious and host an infor-

mational speaker or program of wide appeal? More 

work is needed on what might bring them here, and 

even more work on how to invite them! 

 This does not do justice to the time shared 

April 20 ï but I hope I said enough for you to catch 

the excitement of this ongoing process in Discovering 

Godôs Call to Us! Watch and listen for the next con-

gregational gathering, so you can share your ideas and 

dreams. 
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Rachelôs Day  

ñA voice is heard in Ramah, mourning 

and great weeping, Rachel weeping for 

her children and refusing to be comforted 

because her children are not more..  This is 

what the Lord said,ò restrain your voice from weeping 

and your eyes from tears, for your work will be 

rewarded, declares the Lord.  Jeremiah 31:15-17   

Bring your ñstuffiesò to the front pew of the 

sanctuary so they can absorb the Word, prayers, and 

love from our congregation to the children who are 

victims of abuse or neglect in our community.  

ñStuffiesò will be blessed on May 4th 
 

Open our eyes, God, 
So we may see the value of all God's children and that 

we may together plan for their safety and protection. 

Open our ears, God, 
So that we may hear the cries of the youth who are 

suffering from hunger and malnutrition and that we 

may together plan for their feeding and sustenance. 

Open our hearts, God, 
So that we may feel the powerlessness of the teens 

who are struggling to succeed in homes plagued with 

apathy, divisions, anger, and hopelessness and that we 

may help provide words of comfort, paths of power 

and courage for their successful journey to adulthood. 

Open our minds, God, 
and purge away individualism, negative pride and 

superior attitudes, and help us to understand that each 

and every child of God is given bountiful gifts 

regardless of color, gender, or race. 

Open our arms, God, 
So we may welcome children whose parents are 

incarcerated, absent from the home or struggling with 

addiction, and help us, together, to provide them with 

the love, strength and the stability needed to run this 

race of life. 

Open us, God, so we may feel the breath of your 

spirit;  

 

Open us, God, so we may feel the power of your 

majesty; 

Open us, God, so that together we may be 

strengthened to bring about human liberation and 

wholeness for our children. 

 

 

Written by the Rev. Maxine Washington, associate to the 
bishop, Metropolitan Chicago Synod, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Reprinted with permission.  

Graduate Recognition 

From Monterey High 

Stephanie Webie 

Born: Valdosta, Georgia 

Lived in Oklahoma for 13 years 

Graduating with High Honors and a Distinguished 

Graduation Plan 

Member of many organizations throughout high 

school including National Honor Society, and 

dance team and been a dancer since I was 4 

Attending West Texas A&M University with a 

major in Mathematics to teach High school math 

and a minor in Dance 

From Texas Tech 

Angela Dunlap 
will graduate on May 10th, 2008 with a law 

degree from Texas Tech School of Law.  She is 
from Houston, TX and plans to return there to 
study for the Bar Exam.  She is enrolled in Bar 

Review classes for the summer and will take the 
Bar Exam at the end of July.  She plans to 

continue her job search throughout the coming 
months.  

Jessica Dunlap 

Jonathan Hartzendorf 

 I am from Sinton, TX and came to Texas Tech 

University to study Mechanical 

Engineering.  After a few years I added Food 

Science to the curriculum and will graduate with 

both degrees.  My future plans in a broad sense 

are to work as a Mechanical Engineer in the food 

industry. 

Leah Maenius 
Hometown:  Marble Falls, Texas 

 Master's degree in Speech-Language Pathology 

Moving to Anchorage, Alaska where I will work 

in a pediatric private practice, so I will be living 

with the moose and the grizzly bears for at least 

the next three years! 

Mark TeBeest 

Renee White 

 I was born in Albuquerque New Mexico, my 

major is Exercise and Sport Sciences with minors 

in both English and Education, and my future 

plans are to move back to Arlington with family 

and teach English and Coach 

May 4th 



Glad Tidings Page 4 

Spring Fling  Friday June 6 

5:30-8:30   

McPherson Cellars 16th and Texas 
Please join us for the 17th annual Spring Fling and make a difference in the lives of 

so many on the South Plains served by Lutheran Social Services.  Spring Fling 2008 

will benefit Neighborhood House and Health for Friends Clinic, two long-time 

Lubbock programs that have made a remarkable impact in this community.  This fun 

and entertaining event will also support seniors served by Wedgewood South and 

children cared by LSS foster care and adoption programs. 

 Together thsre LSS programs touched the lives of thousands in and around 

Lubbock last year.  The success of these programs depends on the generosity of 

individuals, organizations, and businesses sharing their time, talents, and resources 

with the community.  Spring Flight will be our only official fundraising event this 

year. 

 Please consider making a commitment to sponsor Spring Fling 2008 and join 

us in make a difference in the lives of those served by these caring ministries.  A contribution of $100 or 

more includes two tickets to the event.  Sponsor of $500 or more receive four tickets, signage at the event, 

recognition in the event program and on the LSS websites.  More information is available in the church 

office. 

Thanks to all for your Lenten Offerings.  As a result of your 

offerings, Gloria Dei was able to donate $332 locally to Meals on 

Wheels, and $332 to the ELCA Global Barnyard project to purchase 

chickens and goats for needy communities in Africa.  We truly were 

blessed to be a blessing to others.   

Those who provided food for the supper at Lutheran Student 

Center. We served about 26 people at the Student Center 

Sunday the 20th.  

A special thanks to Jeremy Ladd , Donna Perry, Rita M. 

Self, Carol Tyler, Leslie Perry and Jim Tyler who helped 

setting things up at the student center. 

Brian Willcutt and the Mutual Ministry  committee and 

everyone else that brought food for April. 

Pastor Craig and Pam for preparing the meat for the Taco 

dinner and all who brought food to share at ñDiscovering 

Godôs Call to Usò. 

All who participated in searching for Godôs Call to us. 

Joey Pierce for the Temple Talk 

Bob Doty for leading worship 

Those who assisted in worship as Assisting Minister, 

Lector, Altar Guild, Acolyte, or Musician. 

Pastor Craig, Mark Gillen, Jate Gillen, Gerald Crenwelge 

for working on our grounds. 

Your savings can  

grow the church! 

 

Yes, it really can. The money you are 

investing for future needs can grow 

Christôs church while it grows for you 

through the ELCA Mission Investment 

Fund. With your invested funds, MIF 

makes loans to ELCA congregations 

for capital building projects such as 

renovations and additions, and land 

purchases. Check out MIFôs two 

special interest rates this month, each 

with a minimum investment of $100. 

For more info and current rates, go to 

www.MissionInvestmentFund.org or 

contact Pastor Carol Spencer at 

817.927.3239 or 

Carol.Spencer@elca.org -- or call the 

Fund directly at 877.886.3522. 


