Glad Tidings of
Epiphany

Our Mission:

¢ To celebrate the grace

of our Lord, Jesus

Christ

e Build a nurturing com-
munity of faith and

service

¢ \Witness that faith in

our daily lives
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Greetings in the name of our
risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Aéand t he
manuel , O
u si.Matthew 1:23.

So it

that | extend Christmas greetings to
you, asking that together, we know
the awe and joy in proclaiming the

Good News

redeeming love to those around us.
That is a perfect fit to our mission

statement
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2008 is an early year for Lent

P a sath ®etinedss is February 6) and

Easter is March 2B in fact, it is one

y shall

of the earliest possible dates, as
Easter day cannot be earlier than
Marech 2, hof laer tham April 25

whi ch me dased on the dodg used buvcontplix
cated formula of setting the Christian

i s with

of Chr i

, O0to

of our Lord Jesus Christ, to BUILD a

nurturing community of faith and ser-
vice, and to WITNESS that faith in

our daily

The last days of December,
along with the first days of January,

make up t
mas 0 . I

tionally set aside neperishable items
each of these twelve days to presentat i f e .

l'i fe. o

he o6t wel
rejoice

the Altar on Epiphany Day, January 6.

What a powerful way to remember
both the journey and the gifts of the

Magi s ome

2000

and

t he

CatenddarsDuning leeist, aucGdngre-
gational Council will invite you to
take part in a special time of Bible
study
GSohbddsciCaali ve &sdo
more specific information in January

as details for this great opportunity

C E lark ®Riiict.E

conver sat

grace

May the living presence of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in

your life give you an abundance of

His love and peace. My brothers and
sisters, we have many ways to
CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord
Vesus Chaist, o BOIED a@inturing t -
icdmentinityofcfaith ahdesgngice,tanida d i
to WITNESS that faith in our daily

Let 6s

join ha

May we be faithful disciples

of our crucified and risen Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. And may we
y e @repare eugheart, mintl, dsly add s o

exciting when the Day of Epiphany is soul for the coming of our Savior!
a Sunday, as it is this year. So remem-As | keep you in my prayers, please

ber t o

In His love,

gatdlaegs 0y @d keedintednyours.
and bring them to worship on Jan. 6!

Pastor Craig

Discover God's Call to us

Through Bible Study and conversation
during the season of Lent
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From the Council: family, a gift for each parent, and a food box
from the list provided to us by the Salvation
COUNCIL MINUTES Army. The presents and the food box will be de-

NOVEMBER 15, 2007 livered to the Salvation Army office on Friday

December 1% for distribution to the recipients.

In attendance were Gerald Crenwelge, Bruce and |  The new ELCA Good Gifts Catalogs have been
Joan Callendar, Travis Casler, Carol Mitchell, Pastor  5jaced in fellowship hall, and are an excellent

Craig Sagebiel, Susan Little, and Jean Bardy. source of alternative giving during the holiday

) , , season. Providing gifts out of the catalog is a re-
Pastor Sag_eblel opened the meeting with prayer and warding experience for those involved in this
devotional. The Presiden(gu@e%lch&ggpam_rt was reviewed

The Council Minutes of October were accepted by , Egch Sunday, videos of our worship service con-

motion and motion carri edyetohdfadealafadls B dSuPHorRebourddi® P O
was received for audit and motion carried. The Pas- members, and are delivered to them at the time

tor's Report included the new members to be re- Pastor Craig provides home communion to them.
ceived by Affirmation of Baptism on November Respectfully Submitted

18th , Jeremy and Karin Ladd. Motion made, sec-  gr,ce Callender

onded and carried to accept them as new members.

The standing committees required no action except

that the Worship and Music Committee time for the « WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE

Christmas Eve Service was changed from 6 to 6:30 Members of the Worship and Music Committee

p.m. met on November 26, 200%/arious details of
services for Advent (Wednesdays and Sundays),

The only item of new business was the Nominating Christmas Eve, December 30 (a Service of Les-

Committee Report to be completed by December sons and Carols for Christmas), and The Epiph-

Council Meeting. The meeting closed with singing of  any of Our Lord (January 6) were discussed.

the fiDoxol ogy. o e The Greening of the Church takes place on Dec.

Respectfully Submitted, 23 after worship, and the Christmas decorations

Carol Mitchell, Secretary will be removed after worship on January 6 dur-
ing Fellowship time.

Education Committee e Our new nativity from Bethlehem will be pro-
e Several of our members are participating in a gressively displayed during Advent, beginning

Christmas play, #Altoés a Wauthanlythe stable, anil gulginaling withithe s r
play was presented with members of Agape Method-  appearance of the Three Wise Men on January 6.
ist and Lubbockview Christian churches on Decem- « A farewell for Chris Jung was planned and pros-
ber 14" at Lubbockview Christian Church. pects for replacement of the choir director were

e Our annual Parentsd Day descussedAdvent Adventures
was cancelled due to last of participants. « The major topic of discussion was the impor-

e Our maitout program, in cooperation with St. tance of observing copyright laws in our use of

Martin and St. Paul, continues to reach out to chil- music, including printing music and/or lyrics in

dren. bulletins and larggrint bulletins and recording

« Educational Advent materials are available in the ~ for shutins of hymns and choir anthems sung in
narthex. worship. Research done after our committee

Respectfully submitted, meeting led us to purchase two licenses, and we

Anita Asmussen will continue to look into the issue to make sure

SOCIAL MINISTRY REPORT that we are sufficiently covered.he process of

obtaining permission to use copyrighted hymns/

« Each of the Bible study groups is gatheringand  music that we sing each week is somewhat in-

supplying clothes and toys for the children in the
(Continued on page 3)
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Let us bring
our gifts to
the Christ

Child.

Twelve Days of Christmas

On January 6th, each family is asked to bring twel
non-perishable food items for the Food Bank as od
gifts to the Christ Child. We will present our gifts
during the morning worship service.
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Blood Drive

January 12
10 am to

1:15 pm

He shed his blood to save me.

| donate my blood to serve Him.

Dear Friends at Gloria Dei,

Thank you so much for your donations
towards Christmas gifts for our CASA kidslany
of our kids have never had a special Christmas or
even a reason to smile on Christmas
morning. Thanks to your generosity, there will be
many local kids enjoying a very special Christmas
this year. | can not thank you enough for giving
them a reason to smildNe are blessed to have
your support and genuinely appreciate all you do {
support our community.

Merry Christmas and many
blessings in the New Year!

Amy Pravia

0

(Continued from page 2)

volved; we owe our gratitude to Elayne for conf
scientiously seeing that this is done.

The next meeting of this committee is sched-
uled for Monday, January 14 at 2:00 p.m. Of
primary concern at this meeting will be plan-
ning for Lent, which starts very early in 2008

Annual Meeting of the
Congregation

January 27th, 2008
following morning worship
service

To approve budget and
elect officers and
committee chairpersons

All voting members are
encouraged to attend.



