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Glad Tidings of \

Advent 7

Be on guard so that your hearts are not w rhé:ﬁﬂawm the grace of our Lord Jesus
by ...the worries of this life and that day does DB Gateh Y ormmunity of faith and
unexpectedly...Be alert at all tindgs Luke 21:3%vice, and

e to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.
t he P S tticipationJosthe coming of the Lord. Advent is unique within the
i seasons of our Church Year in that during Advent we are encour-

Greetings in the name of  aged to look forward to new and future acts of God, not only with all
our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus  other Christian people, but with all religions throughout the world
Christ! who believe in God.

| spoke last month about We will, again this Advent season, gather on three Wednes-
iELCA Go oianeasyf t sdayevenings for supper, learning and worship. The meals will be
meaningful way to complete your simple but appropriate for the season, the learning will be fun, and
shopping. This is just an encourag-worship will be meditative and a great asset to help all of us to slow
ing reminder to use their web site  down to better connect with God. Come and grow! The dates are
[www.elca.org/goodgift§ see back December 2, 9 and 16.
page] to make it happen. And as always, join with the entire congregation on Thurs-

Thank, t hanKk sday, beltetnbek 2, a€6:30 gin, to celebrate the birth of our Lord and
all of you for your great participa-  Savior, Jesus Christ. This candlelight celebration with communion
tion in November events and pro- will be a focal point of our worship year.
jects at Gloria Dei! The Nov. 7 My brothers and sisters, we have many ways to CELE-
UBS blood drive with 17 units do- BRATE the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to BUILD a nurturing
nated; the Town Hall meeting on  community of faith and service, and to WITNESS that faith in our
Nov. 8 with many super ideas to  daily life. May we be faithful disciples of our crucified and risen

Fr om

compl ete the s enlorandSavidr,AdsusGhristr i a
Dei , Il would | i ke tipHisSI®e € 0 ; Happy
Birthday Martin on Nov. 10 ¢ Pastor Cralg

brought some 18 or 19 folks to-
gether for his 528birthday cele-
bration; time and talents for the
Texas Ramp Project module build
on Nov. 14 and ramp installation

Keeping Advent

For many of us, Advent is a busy time. Taking time s

on Nov. 21; an unbelievable bring-
ing of back packs and luggage for
the LSS foster kids program; and g
generous outpouring in the Free
Will offering at the Thanksgiving
Lunch to support Texas Ramp Pro
ject. fAYdall o di
living a stewardship lif¢ sharing
your TIME, TALENT AND POS-
SESSIONS! Thanks be to God!
Advent is here, and what a
blessing for us to begin a new litur-
gical year with this season of an-

to reflect on the meaning of the season can help u
forget some of the busyess and appreciate God's §
presence each day. Pick up your copy of this bookif
with devotions for each day and questions to ponde
about the coming of Christ.

cuperb

I\WEDRESDAYS
Dec 2,9, and 16
6:00 meal
6:30 Discussion

7:00 Worship

aooent
worship
seroices



http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
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MINUTES 4 4 Town Hall Meeting Summary

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Council Meeting ol
November 19, 2009 - AT GLORIA DEI, | WOULD

LIKE TO SEE ...
Called to order at 7:07 P.M. Present: G. Crenwelge, Pastor

Sagebiel, L. Pierce, D. Weddige, J. Callender, B. Callender, J. More communication of activities. with

Freeman, R. Doty. Devotion by Pastor Craig more advance notice (methods that could

be used: web site, email, bulletin, bulletin

Of ficersd6 Reports: b -
. " oards, voice message
e Presidentds Report: comments %y G. %qr)enwelge

* Minutes of previous meetings: . Reaching out to our membership
September Motion/%- to accept minutes as reported. - Church Activities Groups (men/women/
Setober: Motion/2" to acknowled ted mixed)
ctober: Motion/2* to acknowledge as reported. A posted AW sh List:¢
CARRIED (meeting not official/no quorum)
e Treasurero6s Report:
September: Motion/?- to accept for audit. CARRIED

October: Motion/%- to accept for audit. CARRIED

help and special needs)

- Social Events (Trips out of town, similar
to ones taken before, festivals, and even
downtown for events)

- Sports events and sponsorships such as

Past tol:r) OPS , RCe pfotr t: < t ;qowling team or soccer team
comments by Pastor C re: future events; comments on parochiale i take older members to

report Motion/2- to accept new members by affirmation of appointments
faith (Erin Skjelstad, Scott Williams, Jenny Davidson, Neville '

Davidson, Sharon Blossom Brann@fRRIED Outreach to the community

- Card Committee (to send cards for
iliness, veterans, etc. different group each
month to get together and prepare cards]
- Business Cards for church members
which give information about our church
(double sided)

- Go to nursing homes and Visit skios
-Prioritize activitie
anyone.

- Facilities Improvement (space usage)
-Wear tshirts and participate in
community events (Habitat, walks)

- Student Care Baskets during finals/
Foreign Students during holidays

- Invite Co-op Parish members to join
events

Committee Reports reviewed for October and November

New Business:

« Annual meeting date; Motior2 to set mtg date for
1/24/10. CARRIED

o Heating/AC unit; $5740 estimate from one vendor. Decision
to get second estimate for Comparison

« Brian Willcutt submitted resignation from Council, effective
immediately. Motion/?- to accept resignation, with regrets.
CARRIED

« Inez Gillen has retired as Financial Secretary. Motiri/®
accept her retirement. CARRIED Replacement for I. Gillen;

Motion/2" to appointment Sandy Lehman as Financial
Secretary. CARRIED

e Town Hall meeting resuksomments and discussion of
fu_ture actions as fo”c’."!”p- : - Co-op Parish possibly share employee

o Discussion of recognition of departing members. to help with mission/ministry

o President to set a date for special Council meeting on the il Beat Peted for tF
budget for 2010.

« Special luncheon after Sunday service (11/22); freewill
offering will be designated for Texas Ramp project.
Discussion of Texas Ramp projetrailer issues.

Adjourned at 8:49 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert A. Doty, Secretary

Use of our facility
- Facilities improvement of space usage
- Sunday morning Fellowship back to
committees for organization
(Continued on pags)
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The Meanings of AdventThe Weeks of Advent

The Advent Season is a time to prepare for
Christmas and the feast for the celebration of the

birth of Jesus.

Advent Season

The word Advent comes from a Latin word

me ani ng itsymbolizes ghe expectation

of the coming of the Messiah (Saviofhis is seen

in 3 different ways: past, the birth of Jesus in

Bethlehem; present, His coming into our hearts:

future, His coming again.

During Advent, we celebrate the past, we
prepare our hearts to receive him into our heart anyVeek 31 Love

lives in a greater and more meaningful way and weWWe are reminded that He is Love and that He
loves us with an everlasting Love and that we are

prepare for when he comes again.

The Wreath in Advent

The wreath is made from evergreen
branches which are a
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Week 1- Hope

in Jesus when we allow Him to lead us out of
darkness into light.
Week 21 Peace

The first Sunday signifies the hope that we have

The second Sunday reminds us that Jesus came to

bring peace and good will. We are reminded of

the message that the angels brought to the
shepherdséthat Jesus

woul

Earth and good will towar

take His example and live for others bringing his

peace and good will to them.

to Love one another as Christ urged us.
Week 4- Joy

As the day of celebration draws close we become

S YeRthed With anticipatibnfad§oivb &e n e w
we can have when we allow Him into our hearts

reminded that a life with Him is one full of Joy!

and livesMade in a circle, the wreath reminds us Candlelightsolutions.com
of a crown and that Jesus Christ is our King and Hex, ..

is victorious over sin and deaffhe circle which
has not beginning or end is also a symbol of

eternity.We celebrate that we will spend eternity

(51(&‘3 {t** !ﬁ** 1&‘3 !ﬁ** 1&‘3 !ﬁ** (ﬁ 1&‘3 !ﬁ** 1&‘3 ﬁ*’
o Caroling to our shut-ins ﬁ

with Him. i December 13th ri
The Advent Wreath Cangy's &

The candle itself is symbolic of Light and ﬁs?‘ “{{*

life. Placing the candles into the wreath is symbol % Preparing the Church for s

of Jesus entering our natural world. & Christmas ffi

The colors of the candles are also sym

I8
((%

.
bolic. Purple symbolizing wealth and nobility, is a ==  VWorkdayd December 19 (":a

color that was very rare and expensive in the tlme(‘i Greening of the Church ff*’

of J e s Wshokingsiand ndblemen could °§, N
afford it. The purple reminds us that Jesus is «'«a December 20 “ea
sovereign and wants to be King of our Lives. Pmlﬁ‘ (fi
symbolizes love, and friendship reminding us that(r&; r}&

Jesus loves us and wants to be our closest
companion.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24

6:30

b

@ Poinsettias for Christmas Eve@
(Iﬁ? Poinsettias are $10/plant. 1;%
(ﬁ? Use the sigrup sheet in the ﬁ
!{*’ fellowship hall to reserve youﬂ

(K‘L poinsettia lfi
) &
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The Ramp Project is still keeping busy, even as the _
weather cools down, managing to build 3 ramps durin%
the month of NovemberThe Shadow Hills Baptist >
team built a 33ft ramp ohl1/7/09 (pictured
below),Raintree Christian installed a 10&mp on
11/21/09, and GDL®uilt a 24.5ftthe ramp on 11/21/09 ‘
In addition, God answered our prayers for a trailer. OfeTT™
of Saturdayods r auooperedlUtilite nt s ;
trailer for sal® in great shape at a great price! With the 4
donations from our Thanksgiving fellowship dinner. we
had enough to buy with enough leftover tdit it for y
our needs.We have so much to be thankful for!!

h k To those who assisted with
than VAR \worship, including Bruce
Callender, Elayne Patridge, Shane
Brannan, Lynda Pierce, Laurie
g Freeman, Donell Callender,
___ Melissa Hostick, Mark Gillen, Jogy
Peirce, Carol Mitchell, Susan
Little, Anita Asmussen, Joan
Callender, Dennis Storch, George Wirz, Brian Willcutt.,
and especially to Bob Doty for leading worship on the

15th
e Those who brought bags for children taken in foster
care.

« Those who prepared food for fellowship and those
who cleaned up.
e Those who brought food for the Neighborhood

House Thanksgiving baskets. Two supporters of the Lutheran Campus Ministry
o Those who planned and patrticipated in the Towng program offered to match all gifts to the Lutheran
Hall Meeting. Campus Ministry Endowmest u b b oc k on
e Those who donated (and tried to donate) bloodfpr 20 basi s up to $100, 000
the Fall Blood Drive been pledged towards the $200,000 goal, so

$65,000 is still needed which must be raised by
Are you looking for a valuable, meaningful gift for the December 31We are asking you to help with a
children, teens, and adults on your Christmas list? Havecash gift to reach the $200,000 needed to receive
you considered a small investment in the ELCA Missionall $100,000 in matching monies for the benefit of
Investment Fund? Investments for children under 16, students.

MissionFuture4Kidz, require only a $50 initial Gift checks of any amount should be made
investment. Our investments for older teensand adultsout t o t he fALutheran Fo
require only a $100 investment. Your loved one will Lutheran Campus Ministrizubbock Endowment,

own the investment and earn interest on it, even while and sent to: Lutheran Foundation of Texas, 7900 E.
the investment is helping ELCA congregations build, Hwy 290, Austin, TX 78724.

renovate or expand their facilities. For more information For individuals who qualify, gifts may also

on gifts that support mission and the ones we love, visitbe partially matched by Thrivent Financial for

the Fund's website atww.elca.org/mif or contact Lutherans under the AGiI"
Pastor Carol E. Spencer at Carol.Spencer@elca.org, Jeanne Kretzmamfsddministrative Assistant
817.927.3239, or call (toll free) 1.877.886.3522. Lutheran Foundation of Texas



http://www.elca.org/mif

