
Advent to reflect and meditate on 

our own expectation and trust. 

Perhaps the time to light the can-

dles each day is during the time 

we set aside to read our daily Ad-

vent devotion. Both the Advent 

logs and devotional booklets are 

still available ï stop by the church 

any weekday morning if you donôt 

already have yours. 

 We have another special 

opportunity during Advent to re-

flect and meditate ï the Wednes-

day evening event. Starting at 6 

PM with a light supper with fel-

lowship, we journey through the 

ñJesse Tree,ò and conclude with a 

brief worship time using Evening 

Prayer at 7 PM. Join with your 

fellow members and friends to 

prepare for the coming of our Sav-

ior! 

 The Christmas Eve Can-

dlelight Communion worship is 

scheduled for Dec. 24 at 6:30 PM. 

As always, this will be a very spe-

cial time for us to gather in thank-

fulness for this great gift of God ï 

the birth of our Lord and Savior, 

the Word that becomes flesh to 

live among us. (To prepare and 

decorate for Christmas, we will 

gather after worship and fellow-

ship on Dec. 21. As always, extra 

From the Pastorôs  

Glad  

Tidings 

Of Advent 
Arise, shine for your light has come, and 

the glory of the Lord rises upon you.  

Isaiah 60:1 

Greetings in the name of 

our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ! 

Advent, the first liturgical season, 

is here, and so once again we begin 

our journey around the great circle 

of the church year. Truly Advent is 

a joyful season, a time of hope 

amid crisis, light in deep darkness, 

a growing sense of expectation, 

and a growing trust in the promises 

of God. Advent offers an optimistic 

outlook: a way of looking at the 

world and our troubled human 

problems that may seem senseless 

at first. ñDo not be afraid,ò the an-

gel tells Mary. A nervous mother 

listens to the hopes of her heart. A 

prophet stirs people to action, en-

courages their expectation of a 

coming age of justice and peace. 

Wake up! The news will be good, 

even if, like the Judeans of Jesusô 

time, we have ñalmost ceased to 

believe that it could ever come to 

pass.ò 

 As a congregation, we had 

fun putting together Advent logs 

during fellowship time on Nov. 23.  

With these logs in our homes, we 

can light candles each day during 
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hands and helpers will be 

welcome!) 

 Both groups in-

volved in Opening the Book 

of Faith are excited about 

this great opportunity to 

grow in understanding dif-

ferent ways to study Godôs 

Word. The particular per-

spective and insight of our 

great Lutheran tradition in 

Biblical study are especially 

energizing and effective. 

Please look for the next op-

portunity to join a group 

when we repeat this study in 

2009. 

 May you be truly 

blessed throughout Advent 

and Christmas! 

My brothers and sis-

ters, we have many ways to 

CELEBRATE the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing commu-

nity of faith and service, and 

to WITNESS that faith in 

our daily life. May we be 

faithful disciples of our cru-

cified and risen Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  

       In His love, 

 Pastor Craig   
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From the Council: 

G l a d  T i d i n g s 

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

MINUTES  NOVEMBER 18,2008 

 

Attending: Pastor Craig Sagebiel, Travis Casler, Brian 

Wilcutt, Dennis Storch, Judy Holmes, Lynda Pierce, 

Susan Little, Pam Sagebiel, Joan Callender Absent: 

Mickey Holmes, Christy Little, Bruce Callender 

 

The meeting was called to order by Travis Casler. 

Pastor Sagebiel led the devotion. 

 

Presidentôs Report was submitted by Travis Casler. 

The nominating committee has begun working on 

filling positions next year. John Laine will be in town 

on Thursday and Friday and plans are being made to 

build and install a ramp at this time. This was 

approved by SPAG. Helpers are needed .  

Secretaryôs Report: Minutes of Oct. 21 meeting were 

accepted as printed. 

Treasurerôs Report: Received for audit and accepted. 

Parochial Report: received. 

The Pastorôs Report: received 

Future Dates: 

Council Related: 

          Dec. 9 - Executive Comm. Meeting reports 

 due Dec. 8. 

          Dec. 16 -  Council meeting packets due on 

 Dec. 8. 

           Nov. 24 - Deadline for Dec. newsletter. 

Other: 

           Dec. 3.10, 17, Advent supper-6P.M., study- 

           6:30, worship meditation-7P.M. 

           Dec. 24-6:30 P.M.-Candlelight worship with  

           communion. 

 Nov. 25-26 - Pastor Craig vacation. 

 Dec. 26-Jan.3 - Pastor Craig vacation. 

 

Opening the Book of  Faith:  

There will be seven sessions on both Thurs. at 1:00 P. 

M. and Mon at 7:00 P. M. 

 

Standing Committee Reports: were reviewed. 

Education - The first advent event will be making 

advent wreaths on Nov. 23 during fellowship. A 

childrenôs event is being planned by the Students 

Lutheran Center. 

Evangelism - No report. 

Mutual  Ministry  - Stan and Sandy Lehman are 

new members of the committee. 

Social  Ministry  - Outreach activities during the 

holiday season will be discussed at an upcoming 

meeting. Activities since July were reviewed. 

Stewardship and Finance - Thanks to all who 

made the pledge program ñBlessed by God to be a 

Blessingò a success. A total of 27 pledges were 

made for a total of $112,060. 

The proposed budget for 2009 has been completed. 

Worship and Music - We plan to give a cash gift 

to Bokum on her final Sunday with us which is 

Dec. 7. This will be announced on Nov. 23 when 

she will not be there. Jaeyong Lee will be taking 

over as organist beginning Nov. 23. It was 

recommended that  we proceed with getting 

background checks on those that are involved with 

children. At this time it is Pastor Sagebiel, Elaine 

Patridge,  Lynda Pierce, Mathew Walker and Joey 

Pierce. 

Youth - No report. 

New Business -  The proposed budget for 2009 

was approved and will be presented at the annual 

meeting for approval. This will be on Jan. 25, 

2009. The budget will be available in Jan. for 

members to look at before the annual meeting.  

          The mutual ministry comm. Has asked for a 

review of the ñSpecial Emphasisò addendums for 

both Pastor and congregation that were part of the 

original Letter of Call. It will be determined if this 

is still the direction we want to go or if some 

changes need to be made. We will meet with 

interested members of this congregation to discuss 

these on Jan. 18. 

          Carol Tylerôs resignation as Parish Life 

Comm. Chair was accepted with regret. 

Meeting was adjourned with song. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Callender, Acting Secretary 

Lanyards available 
If you would like to use a lanyard instead of pinning on 

your nametag, they are available at the tables for 

greeting visitors. 
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        Advent Activities 

December  3rd, 10th, and 17th 

Midweek Advent   

 6 pm   supper 

 6:30    Make a Jesse Tree 

 7 pm   Advent  Worship 

 

December 21st  Greening of the Church 

A client tries out her new wheelchair access ramp built by Gloria Dei members on November 21st.   John 
Laine, head of the Texas Ramp Project, came to Lubbock to help with this ramp, the second one 
completed by Gloria Dei.   Thanks to Gerald and Travis for their carpentry.   They will be going to do a 
site survey for a new referral soon. 

Texas Ramp 

Project 

Lubbock 

Godôs Work 

Our Hands 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve Worship 

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia for worship during the Christmas season, the plants are  $8.50 per 

plant.  Sign-up sheet is in the fellowship hall. 

Christmas Activities 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 6:30 December 24th 

12 Days of Christmas Offering 

 Please bring 12 non-perishable food 

 items to present to the Christ child during 

 worship on January 6th.  Items will be 

 given to local food pantries. 


