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Hebrews 10:39

From the P

Greetings in the namzi of
our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ!

On Reformation Sunday,
our Fall Stewardship Campaign,
“Celebrate — Build — Witness” fo-
cused on Faith Commitment — our
individual opportunity to make a
financial commitment to “God’s
Work — Our Hands” through Gloria
Dei in 2010. Not all of you were
present that day, so please send or
bring in your pledge. It is important
for all of us that make Gloria Dei
our faith community to take part in
this primary aspect of our mission
and ministry. The key verse that
highlighted our campaign focus is
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all
things through Christ who strength-
ens me.” Just think of our com-
bined strength if we all claim that
verse in our daily journey!

Your church council ap-
proved the formation of a “Green
Team Task Force” to begin a proc-
ess of determining how “green” we
might choose to be. And yes, we
are looking for interested folks to
serve on the Task Force. For those
willing, I know this task force will
serve no more than 1 year; will
make arrangements for the
“environmental audit” at Gloria
Dei; and determine the next steps
in this journey. Some additional
comments will be shared at the fel-
lowship time Town Hall gathering

service, and

e to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.

s fon H OF - 8@antact Gerald Cren-
welge or Brian Willcutt

With holiday shopping
approaching, I invite you to think
about an awesome alternative to
traditional shopping, “Good
Gifts.” catalog of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America lifts
up more than 65 gift ideas filled
with meaning and love. ELCA
Good Gifts are a special way you
can help make a significant im-
pact on the mission and ministries
of our church while giving a gift
to a friend, pastor (like me!),
teacher,
neighbor or
other loved
one. “Good
Gifts” are an
opportunity to
go beyond
your regular
congrega-
tional offering
to support and strengthen the
work of the ELCA.

Many of us enjoy the
fresh eggs that Travis and Diane
share each Sunday. Just think —
for only $10, you could start an
“egg farm” somewhere in God’s
creation. Here is that description
from the online catalog: “10 little
chicks make a big difference!
Within a few months of birth,
chicks begin laying eggs. Eggs
make nutritious meals for grow-
ing kids, and the extra eggs gen-
erate income to grow a small

busi nE&’s theDconcept
behind Good Gifts — a gift that
keeps on giving, to make a sus-
tainable difference in a family
or communities. Link on the
website at  https://
community.elca.org/
NetCommunity/Page.aspx?
pid=469 then, go to a category
(things like nourish, barnyard,
equip, heal, and partner) or a
price range (under $25 or $75,
$250, over $500), and see all
the possibilities. You also get
to pick the method to inform
the recipient of
their gift. It’s
really easy, and a
super way to re-
distribute  and
share God’s abun-
dance. (We as a
congregation will
offer  additional
ways for you to
touch our own community for
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
See info inside from Social
Ministries.)

My brothers and sisters,
we have many ways to CELE-
BRATE the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to BUILD a nur-
turing community of faith and
service, and to WITNESS that
faith in our daily life. May we
be faithful disciples of our cru-
cified and risen Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ

In His love,

¢ Pastor Cralg
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Minutes
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Council Meeting

eNo quorum present; no call to order.

ePresent: Dick Weddige, Dennis Storch, Linda
Pierce, Bruce Callender, Joan Callender

eThe Minutes and Treasurer’s reports were received.
A motion was made and seconded that we approve
for membership by affirmation Erin Skjelstad, Scott
Williams, Jenny Davidson, and Neville Davidson.
eComments/discussion on Heating/AC unit
replacement

eMeeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Callender, acting secretary

Bible Study Opportunities:

The Sunday morning Bible study meets at 9
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. All people and ages are
welcome.

The current Bible study began the first
Sunday after Easter with the origins of the bible,
including the various versions which led to the most
commonly used versions of the bible today. The
study included historical dates and political issues
which played a role in the acceptance or rejections of
the scriptures for canonization.

The actual study of the bible began several
months ago with the book of Genesis and we are now
halfway through Exodus. Please join us as we study
the Passover and how it relates to Christ. Next we
will study the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea as
Moses leads his people toward the promised land.

The class is informal and questions and comments
are welcomed and encouraged. Bring your bible and
explore God’s Word and its relevance in our lives
today.

Travis Casler

Women ~ please join us for the Women’s Bible
Study on the 2" and 4" Thursdays of each month at 3
p.m. at the church. In coming
weeks, we will be studying
Rebekah, Rachel and Leah. See
how these women’s legacies
relate to our lives today.
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Ramp Building Volunteers Needed!

The ramp builders have been busier than ever this

fall! During September and October they had a

chance to watch with joy as four different clients

rolled down their newly completed or restored ramp.

On Sept. 19, Gerald Crenwelge lead a team in
Littlefield in installing a 36 ft. ramp;

On Sept. 26, Tim White, lead his new team from
Raintree Christian Church in repairing a
previously built metal ramp while Gerald led the
GDLC team of Travis Casler and Shane Brannan
in building and installing = \ B
another ramp just a few - ; ;
miles away from Tim’s
team;

On Oct. 10, Mark Gillen and
Shane Brannan built sev-
eral modules to have on hand or future ramps;

On Oct. 24, Gerald, again, led the GDLC team of
Craig and Pam Sagebiel to install a ramp in
Plainview for another delighted client.

A BIG thanks to all who of you who have

volunteered to build modules and/or ramps, and to

those who have helped feed the volunteers — Mary

Johnson and Phyllis Duff with their cookies and

sandwiches.

We need volunteers more than ever now that

demand is growing! If you are interested in joining

a team - NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY - please

sign-up on the sheets posted on the bulletin board in

the Fellowship Hall or call Pam Sagebiel at 392-

4431. Even if you can’t work on the ramps, our

workers always appreciate any kind of refreshment!

Regardless of how you volunteer to help, come join

the fun and watch the client roll down the completed

ramp for the first time! Once you do, you’ll keep
coming back!
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November 7th
10-1
Sign up in the fellowship
hall,, on-line, or contact
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From our seminarian,
James

22 October 2009

To my family of faith,

Greetings in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ! No doubt
some of y’all have been wonder-
ing if I froze to death in South
Dakota, for there could be no
other reason for my delay in
writing to you. I apologize for
not doing this sooner; things
have a way of falling aside if we
let them, don’t they? Fortu-
nately we are close to one an-
other in the Body of Christ and
you all have been close in my
mind and heart, if not on my
pen!

Lots of things have hap-
pened since the last time [
checked in...Iet’s see, I finished
internship, obviously (that
means that [ passed internship;
praise the Lord), and now am
well into my penultimate semes-
ter at Wartburg. Re-orientating
to academic life off of internship
has been a little challenging, but
it is happening. Moving away
from a practice-based form of
learning like internship has not
been something that I was really
happy to do. The congregations
that I served in South Dakota
were wonderful and full of chal-
lenges and joys.

While internship itself
was a fine experience the big
news is that my girlfriend,
Becky, and I got engaged the
Saturday before last and we plan
on getting married on June 12
after graduation in Becky’s
hometown of Hooper, Nebraska.
I will be very pleased to share
her with y’all the next time we

Go d 6 s oWarrH&nds

meet, which will probably be
my ordination, though I am try-
ing to spend January in Texas
on an independent study.

Speaking of ordination,
I had my approval interview
with the faculty a couple of
weeks after school started and
it seemed to have gone well.
One of the professors there told
me that I didn’t have anything
to worry about before the inter-
view and that made me feel a
bit easier, however, while I
have always felt that my call
has been Spirit-led, I always
had the power to screw it up.
At any rate, [ will know if
have been approved for ordina-
tion, on the seminary’s side, by
the end of October. On Decem-
ber 17" I will be meeting with
the NT/NL candidacy commit-
tee at Briarwood for their side
of the process. Once that
has been completed,
hopefully in a good way, I
will be all set for ordina-
tion and first call.

Speaking of first
call, Becky and I will be
putting region 4 at the top
of our preference list for
the initial round of assign-
ments. Region 4 covers Texas
up through Nebraska so it
would be a natural choice for
both of us. If, by the grace of
God, we are assigned to Texas,
I will be, for one, eternally
grateful to the Spirit and two,
ecstatic that I won’t have to put
up with another snowing/icy
winter! I think y’all can proba-
bly guess how, and for what, I
would ask you to pray!

All kidding aside, we
are both looking forward to be-
ginning our service as called
and ordained ministers of Word

None of this
WS s M EV R o =g church or in the
possible without RCUNRLEIEIE

your continued
support, both
prayers and
financial.
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and Sacrament and I cannot
wait to celebrate this with you
all during my ordination. Of
course, none of this would have
been possible without your con-
tinued support, both prayers
and financial. I know that |
have said it in the past, but
there can never be a way for me
to adequately describe my feel-
ings of gratitude to you and
what you have made possible
for me by the grace of God.
From the newsletters it
sounds like things are going
fairly well down there. This is a
time of great change and strug-
gle in God’s church and one
that makes the prospects of be-
coming a rostered leader a little
scary. I have faith, though, that
God will see us all through the
times ahead and, in the end, the
church will emerge stronger,
for there are no
conflicts in the

stronger than
God’s love and
power to over-
come, and while
there may be divi-
sions within the
church, the church is still the
Body of Christ, and as such can
never truly be separated, just as
we are not though distance puts
a barrier between us.

Until we meet again! Peace!
Your brother in Christ,

James
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Dec 3, Dec 9, Dec 16

Advent Midweek
Supper, Discussion,
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Social Ministry’s J.O.Y. Projects

The Social Ministry committee is continuing
with the following JOY projects this fall asking Y ou to
support Jesus and Others in the following projects:

The first Sunday in November is the last chance
to help Neighborhood House with the collection of
food items for the 100 Thanksgiving Baskets
distributed in November. SM will encourage GDLC
members to donate one or more of the following items
for the baskets:

*Package of cornbread *Jar of peanut butter *2# bag of
flour or sugar *Package of dry spaghetti and spaghetti
sauce

November- Do you have a duffle bag or suitcase that
you don’t use anymore that is taking up needed space
in a closet or somewhere else? How

about ‘recycling it” with LSS! The LSS @
Foster children program is asking for .,
donations of gently used suitcases and

duffle bags for the foster children to use ‘
to carry their precious belongings as they >

~

are removed from their home. Sadly, most of the time
their belongings are quickly thrown into a garbage bag
as they are whisked off by a CPS worker.

December- SM will again be hosting an Angel Tree to
collect Christmas gifts for foster children through LSS
and/or CPS.

Thank you for supporting the JOY projects of the

Social Ministry committee aswedo Go d 6 s wutho r K

Our hands!
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To those who assisted with
worship, including Bruce
Callender, Elayne Patridge,
Shane Brannan, Laurie
Freeman, Melissa Hostick,
Mark Gillen, Carol
Mitchell, Susan Little, Joan
Callender, Dennis Storch,
George Wirz, Brian Willcutt.

e Laurie Freeman, Donna Perry, Travis Casler
and Elayne Patridge for making Temple
Talks

e Those who care for our grounds including
Pastor Craig, Bruce Callender, Gerald
Crenwelge, Doug Holley, George and David
Wirz.

e Those who shared food for fellowship hour
and those who cleaned up after the
fellowship hour.

e Those who take communion to our shut-ins

e Those who contributed to Oktoberfest

e Those who made their Faith Commitment

thank you

()
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Martin ~ Luther
A party honoring the birth of Martin Luther will
be held on November 10th at 6:30 to view a
video and eat birthday cake! All are invited.

Mary Lou Hasson!
We are invited to honor her 80th birthday on
November 14th from 2-5. It will be held at her
home, 5506 20th and is “come-and-go”; no
presents except your presence.

Brmg Your

possible impacts to our church.

In response to requests that we continue to solicit input from our members, on
November 8" during fellowship, we will have a dual purpose town hall meeting. One reason
is to give information about the formation of our Green Team task force, the duties and

The second reason is to have a brainstorming session about how to put our vision
into action. This is not a sign-up to serve, but a time to think and dream. All ideas are
welcome. We want to evaluate, plan, and present to the Council in late January.

If you cannot be here, please send your ideas by e-mail, letter or phone to one of the

Because some ideas take time to be formed, here are the basic questions:

November committee members or the church office.
8th 1.
Town Hall
Meeting

What do you think are the three most important issues within our church? What
should we start, continue, stop, do more, do less, keep the same, change..
but not limited to spiritual issues, facility issues, personnel, projects.

2. To what issue would you be willing to commit your time, talent, or money?
3. How would you, or we as a congregation, bring about this change?

.including,
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Celebrate * Build *Witness

“I can do all .things through Christ who strengthens me.” — Phil. 4:13. Now, take that forward to
Philippians 4:19: "And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.” Together, what do they say? Something like ‘we can do anything and everything that Christ
Jesus asks us to do for others, and still have all our needs covered!’

We did it ... each Sunday during October we heard one of our own stand before us and witness to
God’s amazing connection in our lives and in our church. Inspirational, yes. Awesome, yes. Why? Because
God is all of that, and more. So at Gloria Dei, we believe it is our mission to CELEBRATE the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to BUILD a nurturing community of faith and service, and to WITNESS that faith in our

daily life. God acts — we respond.

On Faith Commitment Sunday, 22 commitments were received totaling $95,500. We expect to get
several more pledges in soon, and hope to exceed last years total of $112,000.
If you were not present Oct. 25, it is not too late! Bring your two “turn in” pieces to me, and we can add
your response to our total. Always God’s work, our hands, and our financial support.

Thank you for your faithfulness!

In Christ, Dennis Storch, Stewardship Committee Chair

NTNL Synod Emphasis for November

The ELCA World Hunger Appeal

An “earnest response” — that was the language
adopted by the 2007 NT-NL Synod Assembly when it set
a priority to have every congregation engage in “an ear-
nest annual response to the ELCA World Hunger Ap-
peal”. The all-inclusive nature of the challenge shows
how important the assembly felt world hunger is and how
much confidence the assembly had in the tireless efforts
of those leading the ELCA’s World Hunger Appeal.

i But the youth of the ELCA have
b set for themselves an even larger
challenge. When the high-school
-age youth from across the
church gathered for the National
Youth Gathering this past sum-
mer, they brought offerings of
$154,488 designated for the World Hunger Appeal. The
offerings came from the worship services that the 37,000
Lutheran teenagers, adult leaders and volunteers experi-
enced in New Orleans, July 22-26.

But there’s more. After the National Gathering an
additional $33,000 was mailed in. When added to the
$68,000 that youth helped raise as a part of the annual
Souper Bowl of Caring, the total as of August 7 had come
to $255,488.

But there’s still more...$744,512 more. The Lu-
theran Youth have set a total goal of $1 million for this
year. They call it their “Change the World: 2009 Lu-

theran Youth Challenge”. Such terrific
leadership from our future leadership!

And it couldn’t come at a better
time. Today one out of every seven people
face hunger — a number that has grown as
the worldwide recession has devastated the
global economy and taken a dispropor-
tional toll on the poor. Hunger is a blight
on the face of the earth and a serious chal-
lenge to Christians, relief agencies, govern-
ments and people of good will everywhere.

The ELCA web site (www.elca.org/
hunger) provides a large amount of infor-
mation, fund raising ideas, and encourage-
ment as you find your way to make an
“earnest response”.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
November 24th
I pm

Jw(iﬁ
&gt

November 1st
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Al Saints Day
November 1, 2009

Christians have been hon-
oring their saints and martyrs
since at least the second century
AD. All-Saints Day is a day to
remember and offer prayers up
on behalf of all of the faithful
departed.

In the Middle Ages, poor
people in the community begged
for "soul cakes," and upon re-
ceiving these doughnuts, they
would agree to pray for departed
souls. This is the root of our
modern day "trick-or-treat." The
custom of masks and costumes
developed to mock evil and per-
haps confuse the evil spirits by
dressing as one of their own.

We will light candles to
commemorate the lives of those
who have gone before us, those
who have been baptized, and
those who have been honored by
gifts to the memorial fund this
year.

t he
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The Elixir

Christ The King Sunday
Nov 22

The readings for the last Sunday after Pentecost are full of
references to the return of Christ, when evil will be defeated and Jesus
will begin his final reign as King of kings. In Advent, the Church year
begins with a focus on the final restoration of all creation to its
original glory. In preparation, on the last Sunday of the Church year,
we proclaim the advent of the Lord of lords and King of kings.

Most of us Americans have no experience of being the
subjects of a monarch. How can we understand the kingship of Christ
and integrate its implications into our lives? The Anglican Prayer of
the Day gives us at least one phrase to help us understand, in part, the
nature of the kingship of Christ: “Grant that all the people of the
earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united under the
glorious and gentle rule of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.” Unlike
earthly kings who simply maintain order, the kingship of Christ
involves the restoration of all things to their original relationship to
God.

Celebrating Christ’s kingship proclaims the good newsthat his
second coming will bring joy rather than fear, hope rather than
despair. We are cleansed and renewed and brought closer to our God.
How appropriate it is to sing hymns and carry banners on this festival
of our King!

In Advent, the new Church year will begin with a focus on the
final restoration of all creation to its original glory. In preparation, on
the last Sunday of the Church year, we proclaim the expected advent
of the Lord of lords and King of kings.

http://www.livingthegoodnews.com

and

Prayer in the Days Before Advent
My brother, Jesus. It happens every year. I think that this will be the year that [ have a reflective

Advent.

I look forward to Sunday and this new season, Jesus. But all around me are the signs rushing me to

Christmas and some kind of celebration that equates spending with love.

I need your help. I want to slow my world down. This year, more than ever, I need Advent, these
weeks of reflection and longing for hope in the darkness.

Jesus, this year, help me to have that longing. Help me to feel it in my heart and be aware of the
hunger and thirst in my own soul. Deep down, I know there is something missing in my life, but I can’t
quite reach for it. [ can’t get what is missing.

I know it is about you, Jesus. You are not missing from my life, but I might be missing the
awareness of all of the places you are present there.

Be with me, my dear friend. Guide me in these weeks to what you want to show me this Advent.
Help me to be vulnerable enough to ask you to lead me to the place of my own weakness, the very place
where [ will find you the most deeply embedded in my heart, loving me without limits.

http://onlineministries.creighton.edu

/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/advent-prayers.html



http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/advent-prayers.html
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/advent-prayers.html
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25 Jeremiah 33:14-16 Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women Pray for all women and girls who experience violence in their
lives, that God be with them to bring them comfort, help and wholeness.
Also ask God to be with and guide all who continually strive to eliminate
violence and advocate for justice throughout the world.

26 Matthew 6:25-33 National Day of Thanksgiving Ask our God of
abundance for a passion for stewardship that pours out and overflows in
love, leadership, generosity and mission in our homes, communities and
world, especially to support our seminaries as they work to form new
leaders. Open our hearts and hands in thankful living.

27 Psalm 25:1-10 Give thanks to God for the dedication and creative
spirits of Martin and Suzanne Shoffner, serving with the ELCA in
Palestine. Martin is the coordinator for the Young Adults in Global
Mission in Palestine and coordinator for group trips to the Holy Land. Ask
God to bless their work as they support the young adults and guide visitors
there.

28 I Thessalonians 3:9-13 Solidarity with the Palestinian People On this
day before the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
give thanks for the gifts shared in the companion relationships among the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land and the ELCA
New England and Southeast Michigan Synods. Remember also the
Palestinian pastors and members of the ELCA’s three Arab and Middle
Eastern congregations.

29 Luke 21:25-36 First Sunday of Advent Merciful God, we ask that you
embrace the people of Liberia and Sierra Leone in your calming arms. We
pray that you will sustain peace in these countries, and strengthen and
encourage their people and leaders as healing and reconciliation continues
after years of war and distrust.

30 John 1:35-42 Andrew, Apostle Give thanks for the new mission
congregation of Living Water Lutheran Church in Cameron, Wis., and
Developer Ned Lenhart as the Holy Spirit breathes into life this emerging
community of believers.

This resource may be copied and shared among members and friends of the
congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Prayer Ventures is
produced by ELCA Communication Services in cooperation with other units of
the ELCA. Contact info@elca.org for additional information: Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America Communication Services. 8765 W. Higgins Road,
Chicago, IL 60631. Telephone 800/638-3522, ext. 2458.

PRAYER VENTURES
November 2009

.1 All Saints Day John 11:32-44 We bless you, O God, for sending your
Spirit into the hearts of the saints of Burundi, Democratic Republic of
Congo and Rwanda. Even as challenges continue, including discord, we
ask that your grace abound.

2 Numbers 36:1-13 Pray for the new leadership teams of diaconal
ministers and associates in ministry, that they may be energized by the
Spirit, that they may find joy in their service, and contentment in what
God brings about through their limited efforts.

3 Deuteronomy 15:1-11 Thank God for the work of Dr. Steve and
Bethany Friberg as Steve continues to reactivate medical dispensaries in
North Maasailand in Tanzania, and Bethany works with Maasai women
to create and market beadwork internationally.

4 Romans 5:6-11 We pray for Ascension Lutheran Church Kentwood,
Mich., that they may experience the loving guidance of the Good
Shepherd as they seek clear direction and purpose for the future.

5 1Kings 17:8-19 Remember Pastor Stephen and Jean Godsall-Myers,
co-directors of the ELCA Wittenberg Center, Lutherstadt Wittenberg,
Germany. They help ELCA members explore and engage the Lutheran
tradition in order to inform, guide and renew the church’s mission today.

6 Psalm 146 Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War

Give thanks for the online Journal of Lutheran Ethics which for eight
years has promoted study of and conversation about Christian ethics in
the Lutheran tradition among students, pastors, professors and lay
leaders.

{ Hebrews 9:24-28 Pray for the health and wellness program of the
Vocation and Education staff; let them serve as good role models to other
leaders of this church so that the program may have its intended impact
of better health for all leaders in the ELCA.

8 Mark 12:38-41 23rd Sunday After Pentecost

Merciful God, we thank you for the power of the Bible that speaks to the
people of Sao Tomé and Principe, the Republic of Congo, and Gabon.
May they find strength and wisdom in you to witness amid the social
challenges of today.
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Glad Tidings
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
All Saints Day Election Day 7 pm Council < 101
9 am Sunday 7 pm Choir Reports due | " Neville Fall Blood
School fiMaking Sense @ . = ) and Jenny Drive
10 am of the Zoe Patridge Joey Pierce | Davidson
W(;.r]s-hé% Sc!rlpture @ Sara
Fellowship = Kathy Cheng
Thrivent Sridaramont
elections
Daylight
Savings Time
ends
= Charles
Asmussen
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
23rd Sunday Martin Veterans Day 3 pm 2-5
after Pentecost Lut hjer 6s 5pm | “Women of the Mary Lou
Birthday, 1483 Confirmation Bible” study Hasson’s 80th
Town Hall 6:30 7 pm birthday party
meeting during Birthday party Choir Build Ramps
fellowshi !
Councﬁ @ Zaden Patridge = Donell
Packets Ready Callender
@ Diane
Casler
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
24" Sunday 11:30 1pm 7 pm Install Ramps
after Pentecost Senior Worship/Music Council
Luncheon 7 pm
Choir
= Mary Lou
Hasson
Pastof Craig on vacatiof R @
» Charles
Asmussen
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Christ the King 1pm 5pm Thanksgiving =
Prayer Shawls Confirmation Day Mina Oaks
@ 7 pm Office closed
Will Choir s p—
Gillen |
Ruth Olson = Leslie Perry
29 30

First Sunday of
Advent
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
1706 Slide Lubbock, TX 79416
www.gloriadeielca.com

gloriadei@nts-online.net

Please contact the
church office if you no
longer wish to receive
this newsletter




