
third section is your reminder ï 

leave it with your offering enve-

lopes. 

 One other quick look back, 

with personal thanks to Bob Doty 

for covering worship leadership 

and preaching here at Gloria Dei 

on Oct. 19. That gave me the joy 

and privilege to preside at the Sac-

rament of Holy Baptism for our 

granddaughter, Kassie Morgan 

Braune, at Peace Lutheran Church 

in New Braunfels. Kassie and her 

dad, Dean, now share the same 

baptismal anniversary date of Oc-

tober 19 ï how wonderful that is! 

 Our process to Discover 

Godôs Call to Us takes another 

step forward on Sunday, Novem-

ber 16. YOU are invited to stay 

beyond the normal fellowship time 

(already special that day as we en-

joy our traditional Thanksgiving 

pot luck) to help in the transition 

from Listen to GO ï the final step 

in this process. The GO step en-

courages us to set specific and 

identifiable steps, with time lines, 

to accomplish our understanding 

of Godôs call to Gloria Dei. This 

will certainly include our partici-

pation in the Texas Ramp Project. 

As I shared last month, there are 

five specific volunteer leadership 

needs that you may consider: over-

all coordinator (chair person); vol-

From the Pastorôs  

 

Glad  

Tidings 
Therefore, encourage one another and 

build each other up, just as in fact you 

are doing.  I Thessalonians 5:11 

Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

As always, it seems best to start 

with THANK YOUôS to all of you 

that helped make October events so 

great ï our St. Francis Day ñPet 

Blessingò; the S eco n d  An n u a l 

CASA Benefit Spaghetti Dinner; 

and our final blood drive with 

United Blood Services. None of 

these community outreach activities 

could happen without your faith-

filled commitment to share Godôs 

abundance! Thanks! The broad sup-

port for the CASA benefit was awe-

some indeed.   

 Our Fall Stewardship Cam-

paign, ñBlessed by God to be a 

blessing,ò continues, with a celebra-

tion planned for Faith Commitment 

Sunday, Nov. 2. Stewardship and 

Finance chairs, Mickey and Judy 

Holmes, have again done an excel-

lent job in arranging speakers and 

material to share Godôs encourage-

ment and challenge with each of us. 

We truly are blessed by God to be a 

blessing, so letôs look forward to 

our celebration on November 2! 

Please, remember to bring two parts 

of your commitment card that Sun-

day ï the signed portion, sealed in 

the self-addressed envelope; and the 

unsigned section for tabulation. The 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
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Our mission is  
to CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  
to BUILD a nurturing community of faith and 
service, and  
to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.  

November  2008 

unteer coordinator; building 

or warehouse manager; team 

leader; and technical-data 

collection coordinator. But 

many more folks are needed 

beyond those five, so do not 

think you are not needed if 

you cannot take one of those 

specific roles. 

 Finally, I invite you to 

join one of the two group 

study opportunities that begin 

in November. These identical 

groups will do the initial 

course, ñOpening the Book of 

Faith.ò Currently, the two 

class options will be Thurs-

day at 1 PM, beginning Nov. 

6, and Monday at 7 PM, start-

ing Nov. 10. Please call or 

email with your preference 

for class. Material cost is $13. 

My brothers and sis-

ters, we have many ways to 

CELEBRATE the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing commu-

nity of faith and service, and 

to WITNESS that faith in our 

daily life. May we be faithful 

disciples of our crucified and 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  

       In His love, 

 Pastor Craig   
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From the Council: 

G l a d  T i d i n g s 

October 21, 2008 

Attending:  Pastor Craig Sagebiel, Travis Casler, Joan 

and Bruce Callender, Pam Sagebiel, Susan Little, Carol 

Tyler, Judy and Mickey Holmes, Brian Willcutt, Christy 

Little Lynda Peirce 

Presidentôs Report, minutes as corrected, Treasurer's 

Report, Parochial Report, Pastorôs Report were 

received. 

Education:  

begin study of The Book of Faith on Thursday, 

November 6th at 1 pm. and repeated on Mondays at 

7 pm 

Advent  activity on Nov. 23rd during fellowship 

Evangelism 

Money from Thrivent fundraiser on October 26th to 

go toward narthex redecoration 

Coffee and tea sales are ongoing 

Stewardship/Finance 

Fall pledge campaign will end on November 2nd 

with submission of pledges and pot luck during 

fellowship. 

Worship/Music 

Bokumôs last Sunday will be December 7th.  

Auditions for organist are scheduled.   

Midweek advent services will be held December 

3,10, and 17th (supper, discussion, worship).  

Discussion will center around the Jesse Tree 

Social Ministry 

Served 106 at the CASA spaghetti supper raising 

$1897 for CASA.  Leftovers were sent to First 

United Methodist Church Outreach Center 

Youth 

Requesting fund-raising ideas for Youth Gathering 

next year. 

Old Business: 

Constitution will be resubmitted with changes 

recommended by the Synod.  By-laws do not require 

approval, so will be used to restructure Council 

beginning in 2009. 

Texas Ramp Project discussed 

New Business: 

Jean Bardyôs letter of resignation was accepted with 

regret.  Joan Callender will act as secretary until 

elections. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Callender, Acting Secretary 

     October 2008 

 

 On Sunday, November 16th, we will have 

our annual Thanksgiving meal at fellowship time 

followed by another session on Discovering Godôs 

Call to Us.  We will be transitioning from ñStop, 

Look, Listenò to the ñGoò phase.  The Lubbock 

Ramp Project, which the council and congregations 

agreed to take on as one of our missions, will be 

addressed and we would like to get a list of those 

interested in participating in the mission in any 

capacity.  As you know, we have done one ramp 

for a Lubbock resident in financial need.  We now 

have another request for a ramp.  This ramp will be 

completed and installed as soon as financing is 

obtained. 

 Our pledge campaign is underway and will 

culminate on November 2nd.   

God bless, 

Travis Casler 

From the President: 

From the Constitution Revision 

Committee 

The revised Constitution, which was adopted by 
the Congregation in a called meeting,  was returned  
because of  conflict between the required 
provisions and the numbering of the by-laws.  The 
committee met and corrected these issues and will 
resubmit the Constitution as revised to the Synod 
Committee which meets in January.  However, the 
by-laws, will be used for the 2009 elections. 

Advent Activities 

November 30   

Make an Advent  

       Wreath during fellowship   time. 

December  3rd, 10th, and 17th 

Midweek Advent   

 6 pm   supper 

 6:30    Make a Jesse Tree 

 7 pm   Advent  Worship 
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November 16th 

 Join together for Pot Luck  

and to plan the 

GO step in 

Discovering Godôs Call for Us 

 
@kk R`hmsr Rtmc`x   Mnudladq 2mc 
@ c`x sn qdldladq sgnrd vgn `v`hs tr. 

If you would like to remember someone, please sign the list in the 

fellowship hall or call the church office.                       
           

Gd`khmf Rdquhbd    2 o.l. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 16th 

 

God can use whatever you can do. 

There are many jobs to do. 

Please contact 

Travis Casler 

ñBook of Faithò  provides 

an introduction to the Bible 

and Lutheran perspectives 

that guide understanding of 

Scripture. This book 

explores four methods of 

Bible study, then applies 

each method to four 

Scripture texts.  This seven

-session course introduces 

practical methods and 

approaches to studying 

Scripture, and then 

reinforces the basics of scriptural interpretation with 

four integrated studies that build biblical fluency.  

 

 

Thursday at 1 pm beginning on November 6th , 

repeated on Monday evenings at 7 pm beginning on 

November 10th 

 
Cost is $13 for study materials.  
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To those who assisted with worship, including  

Jean Bardy,  Bruce Callender, Melissa Hostick, 

Joey Pierce, Sara and Dora Cheng. Carol 

Mitchell, Barbara Doty, Joan Calendar, Hedi 

Wise, Susan Little, Dennis Storch, George 

Wirz, Brian Willcutt, and Shane Brannan, 

especially Bob Doty who led the service in 

Pastor Craigôs absence. 

To Dennis Storch and others who helped provide food for 

fellowship. 

To members of the Stewardship and Finance Committee for their 

work on the Fall Stewardship campaign and to Donna Perry, Shane 

Brannan, Bob Doty, and Laurie Freeman for giving Temple Talks. 

To Jean Bardy for all the things she has done, especially making 

new flags for the seasons. 

To all who donated and tried to donate blood for the Fall Drive.  Our 

gifts will help 27 people in need of blood. 

    

ñBlessed by God to be a 

Blessingò 
 

 Everything we have comes 

from Godôs bountiful hand and is 

a blessing to us from Him. Our 

response to His provision should 

be one of contentment and thanks-

giving, realizing that God is in-

deed our Source. 

 But our response should 

be much more than that. Because 

of Godôs love for us, and because 

He has demonstrated that love in 

so many ways, we should seek to 

cultivate a stewardship lifestyle. 

A stewardship lifestyle is one 

which realizes that our role is that 

of a manager, a steward, who is 

accountable to God for the use of 

the resources ð time, talents and 

treasure ð which He has given to 

us.  

 Stewardship, in fact, has 

been compared to a three-legged 

stool. Remove one of the legs, and 

the stool cannot stand. But when 

all three legs are present, then the 

stool is able to do that for which it 

was designed. Similarly, a stew-

ardship lifestyle consists of time, 

talents and treasure, all of which 

are gifts from God and all of 

which are to be used for Godôs 

glory. 

 Godôs servant, Moses, 

gave us tremendous insight con-

cerning the ñtreasureò aspect of 

stewardship when he wrote in 

Deuteronomy chapter 8: ñ . . . re-

member the Lord your God, for it 

is he who gives you power to get 

wealth.ò For that reason, there is 

no such thing as a self-made man 

or woman.  

  

Thanks to all who made the Spaghetti Dinner a HUGE success, again!  

Special thanks to our top notch chef, Richard Weddige, and to our 

servers from the Texas Tech Honors College!   We received over $450 in 

monetary donations from Loweôs Family Center, Target, 3 different Wal

-Mart stores, and several anonymous donors.  In addition, we received in

-kind donations for food, ice, and tableware totaling over $500!  Because 

of these contributions, our expenses were minimal.  Of course, the 

Health Department had to get its cut for the food permit, but even the 

health inspector bought a take-home dinner and made a donation!!  That 

certainly speaks volumes for his confidence in our event!  After all the 

dishes were cleaned and tired feet were soaking, we determined that 

more than 150 meals had been served (not including the 5 pans of 

spaghetti, meatballs, and sauce that were delivered to the First UMC 

Outreach Center in downtown Lubbock on Saturday!).   A total of 

$1,657 was raised!  That amount will be supplemented with $600 from 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, for a grand total of $2,257 to go to 

CASA of the South Plains.  We truly were blessed to be a blessing for 

others!  
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 Thatôs why our role is not 

one of ownership, but that of a 

manager, a steward, of what God 

has given to us. Whatôs the differ-

ence between an owner and a 

manger? An owner has rights; a 

manager has responsibilities. 

Thatôs why we hold our posses-

sions with an open hand ð not a 

clenched fist ð realizing that eve-

rything is a gift from God. And as 

we do so, we seek to put first 

things first.  

 In describing exactly how 

we are to do that, Jesus said, ñ . . . 

store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust consumes and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be alsoò (Matt. 6:20-21). 

 How do we lay up treas-

ures in heaven? How do we seek 

first Godôs kingdom when it 

comes to financial matters? How 

can we who have been blessed by 

God in turn be a blessing? One of 

the primary ways is by giving to 

the ministry here at Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church. Our giving to 

God is thus a response to His 

blessings in our life and to His 

love for us. We do not give to 

prove anything or to earn any-

thing. Rather, we give out of joy-

ful hearts that have been redeemed 

by Godôs grace and in response to 

all He has done for us.  

 Total stewardship consists 

of giving to God our time, our tal-

ents and our treasure. But even as 

we emphasize those three impor-

tant elements, letôs remember that 

the ñtreasureò aspect is very im-

portant. In some ways, it is the 

culmination of a stewardship life-

style. As one person expressed it 

so vividly before the offering was 

received in his church, ñLord, in 

spite of all we say or do, this is 

what we think of you.ò 

 Thank you for giving of 

yourself, of your time, of your tal-

ents and of your treasure to the 

work of the Lord here at Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church. Thank you for 

following the pattern of Abraham 

who realized he had been blessed 

by God to be a blessing to others. 

Remember to bring both parts of the card insert to 

put in the offering plate on  

Faith Commitment Sunday, November 2nd 

ñBlessed by God to Be a Blessingò  

Pot Luck Dinner  

Thank you for seeking Godôs 

direction concerning your fi-

nancial support of this ministry 

as part of this yearôs steward-

ship emphasis. And thank you 

for being faithful to the Lord as 

you covenant with Him con-

cerning your giving in the fu-

ture. Remember, we have been 

ñblessed by God to be a bless-

ing.ò 

 

 City Bank is providing an opportunity for five nonprofit 

organizations to win $10,000 each.  We want Lubbock Meals on 

Wheels to be one of those selected since $10,000 will go a long way 

towards getting food to those we serve in the Lubbock community. 

 The winners will be determined by votes from the public; 

therefore, we need your help.  Anyone 18 years and older can help us 

by voting for Lubbock Meals on Wheels online at 

www.citybankonline.com. 

 Everyone can vote 

once daily during balloting 

which will be from Sunday, 

October 26, thru Sunday, 

December 21.  Therefore, 

please take time to get online 

each day during the balloting 

period and vote for Lubbock 

Meals on Wheels. 

http://www.citybankonline.com/
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 Together, in Christôs 

name, we experience the 

transforming power of con-

nection. As individuals, con-

gregations, and synods, our 

humble offerings and actions 

are gathered, blessed, and mul-

tiplied. Together, we are ELCA 

W o r l d  H u n g e r . 

 The international work 

of ELCA World Hunger is car-

ried out with our trusted part-

ners, notably Lutheran World 

Relief (LWR) and the Lutheran 

World Federation (LWF). Be-

cause of these long-held con-

nections to partners around the 

world, ELCA World Hunger 

efforts are efficient and effec-

tive. 

 ELCA World Hunger is 

a comprehensive and sustain-

able program that uses multiple 

strategiesðrelief , develop-

ment, education, and advo-

cacyðto address the root 

causes of hunger and poverty. 

ELCA World Hunger responds 

to neighbors around the corner 

and around the world. One way 

this happens in the United 

States is through domestic hun-

g e r  g r a n t s . 

 ELCA World Hunger 

responds to Christôs call to 

ñGo and do likewiseò (Luke 

10:37), serving with compas-

sion people who are most vul-

nerable, paying focused atten-

tion to the full participation of 

women and the needs of 

c h i l d r e n . 

 ELCA Disaster Re-

sponse is known for its long-

term healing presence after 

natural and human-caused 

disasters. After a major dis-

aster, go to www.elca.org/

disaster to learn how ELCA 

Disaster Response is 

ñprepared to care,ò give a 

donation to help fund the re-

sponse.  

Andrew the Apostle  
November 30 

 Most references to Andrew in the New Testament simply include 

him on a list of the Twelve Apostles, or group him with his brother, Simon 

Peter. But he appears acting as an individual three times in the Gospel of 

John. When a number of Greeks wish to speak with Jesus, they approach 

Philip, who tells Andrew, and the two of them tell Jesus Before Jesus feeds 

the Five Thousand, it is Andrew who says, "Here is a lad with five barley 

loaves and two fish." And the first two disciples whom John reports as 

attaching themselves to Jesus are Andrew and another disciple Having met 

Jesus, Andrew then finds his brother Simon and brings him to Jesus. Thus, 

on each occasion when he is mentioned as an individual, it is because he is 

instrumental in bringing others to meet the Savior.  

 Just as Andrew was the first of the Apostles, so his feast is taken in 

the West to be the beginning of the Church Year.  

 

November 4th 

 

November 11th 

Veteransô Day 

Synod Emphasis for November 

 

ELCA World Hunger 

Relief 

http://www.lwr.org/
http://www.lwr.org/
http://archive.elca.org/lwf
http://archive.elca.org/lwf
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Education.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Advocacy.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Advocacy.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Poverty-Ministries/Domestic-Hunger-Grants.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Poverty-Ministries/Domestic-Hunger-Grants.aspx
http://www.elca.org/disaster
http://www.elca.org/disaster
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 On this Sunday, the 

church looks forward to the 

time when everyone and 

everything in heaven and on 

earth will be together under 

one head, the Lord Jesus 

Christ 

The lectionary readings for the last few Sundays 

after Pentecost center on the biblical teachings 

concerning the final judgment, end times, and 

Christ's second coming to usher in the Kingdom of 

Glory.  This emphasis culminates in the final 

Sunday of the church year as a celebration of the 

coming reign of Christ as King of the universe at the 

end of time. 

 Advent is a season of preparation as we 

anticipate the coming of our Lord.  Since the 

Sunday of the Fulfillment focuses on the longing of 

every Christian for the coming of Christ's Kingdom, 

this day is a transitional festival that brings the 

church to the first Sunday of Advent, the theme of 

which is the second coming of Christ.  This 

watchful longing is summarized in the appointed 

prayer: 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, 

Send forth Your Son, we pray, 

That He may lead home His bride, the Church, 

That we, with all the redeemed, 

May enter into Your eternal kingdom. 

Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 All Saints' Day was originally a 

commemoration of the martyrs of the ancient church 

-- the men, women, and children who were 

persecuted and killed for their faith in Christ.  It has 

since become a festival on which the church 

remembers all the Christian faithful, both known and 

unknown. 

 God declares everyone who has been 

baptized and believes the promise of the gospel to be 

justified, holy, and blameless.  The communion of 

saints therefore includes both those still living on 

earth and those who have died in the faith and are 

now living in heaven. 

 When we honor the saints we actually give 

the glory to God and not to the saints 

themselves.  All the saints who now live in heaven 

were in their earthly lives exactly like us:  poor, 

miserable sinners and completely unworthy of God's 

favor.  It is only grace -- the Lord's undeserved 

mercy, love, and forgiveness -- that makes the saints 

what they are. 

 All Saints' Day is a very special festival, one 

that enriches the worship lives of all who observe it.  

It is a day on which we are edified by the lives of the 

saints of ancient times.  We recall men and women 

of the Bible and praise God for their examples.  In 

addition to the saints of Scripture, the church's 

nearly 2,000-year history is full of the stories of 

faithful Christians, some well known (like 

Augustine or Luther), but the great majority known 

only to God.  We commemorate these holy ones as 

well.  However, we also remember the saints of the 

less distant past.  Many congregations memorialize 

those parishioners who were called to be with the 

Lord in recent years, particularly in the last year.  An 

All Saints' Day worship service can therefore be an 

especially personal celebration as each one of us 

recalls the loved ones, friends, and mentors now 

living in heaven whose Christian faith inspired us 

and gave us joy.  Finally and most importantly, on 

this day we glorify God not just for the faithfulness 

of the saints, but for His faithfulness to the saints.  in 

the sight of the God. 

May he be like rain that 
falls on the mown  grass, 
like showers that water  
the earth.  Psalms 72:6 
 
Help with the maintenance 
of the grounds.   Sign up in 
the fellowship hall. 

All Saints Sunday 

November 2 

Christ the King 

November 23 

http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/pentecost.htm
http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/advent.htm
http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/advent.htm

