
process and better understand the 

Church-wide Assembly actions 

back in August. In fact, I found 

strength in going through this 

material. If you have any interest 

in the actions taken: how they 

might affect you or Gloria Dei; 

or if you are interested in per-

sonal growth through review and 

study, let me know! I will gladly 

share any or all of the material I 

received with you. 

 Another opportunity for 

us to be strengthened is in at-

tending our Panhandle Confer-

ence Fall Assembly, Saturday, 

Oct. 10, 9:30 am ï 1 pm. Trinity 

Lutheran, Lockney, is the host, 

and they have a beautiful country 

setting. Please join me and others 

From the Pastorôs  

 

Glad Tidings of  

Time After Pentecost 
For the  Son of man came not to be served but to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.  John 10:45 

Greetings in the name of 

our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ! 

I write this on the first day 

of fall, and it actually feels like 

fall! A bit stimulating for sure, just 

like getting back into the swing of 

things here at Gloria Dei. My two 

classes have begun, Wednesday 

confirmation and ñMaking Sense of 

Scriptureò, and both are off to great 

starts! The Thursday afternoon 

ñWomen of the Bibleò class has 

started, and Dr. Travis Caslerôs 

Sunday morning study of Biblical 

formation continues. Any of these 

interest you? Jump on now and get 

caught up! Lifetime learning is an 

awesome thing. 

 Our Fall Stewardship Cam-

paign, ñCelebrate ï Build ï Wit-

nessò is upon us. This faith com-

mitment drive will conclude on 

Reformation Sunday ï October 25, 

and follows the key verse is from 

Paulôs letter to the Philippians, 

4:13, ñI can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me.ò 

ñCelebrate ï Build ï Witnessò will 

lift up some great connections we 

have as named and claimed chil-

dren of God, and how we live that 

out in our daily life. And I hope 

that you sense the thematic connec-

tion with our mission statement! 

 Bishop Kevin Kanouse has 

shared great information with me 

(and all congregations of the 

Northern TexasðNorthern Louisi-

ana Synod) that was helpful to 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
1 7 0 6  S l i d e  

L u b b o c k  T X 7 9 4 1 3  
g l o r i a d e i @ n t s - o n l i n e . n e t  

Our mission is  

to CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  

to BUILD a nurturing community of faith and 
service, and  

to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.  

October  2009 

     Fall Assembly 
Build strength by connecting with other Lutherans!   

Attend our Panhandle Conference Fall Assembly 

Saturday October 10, 9:30-1 

Trinity Lutheran outside Lockney in a beautiful country setting 

Primary business will focus on the 2010 Synod Assembly that our 

Panhandle Conference will host in Amarillo next April.  Lots of 

help is needed from each congregation to make the Synod 

Assembly what we want it to be! 

No registration fee for the Conference. 

Take part in worship, business meeting and lunch. 

from Gloria Dei in attending. 

The primary business at the as-

sembly will be discussion of the 

2010 Synod Assembly that we, 

the Panhandle Conference, are 

hosting in Amarillo next April. 

Lots of help is needed from each 

congregation to make the Synod 

Assembly what we want it to be!  

My brothers and sisters, we have 

many ways to CELEBRATE the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to BUILD a nurturing commu-

nity of faith and service, and to 

WITNESS that faith in our daily 

life. May we be faithful disci-

ples of our crucified and risen 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ                                         

 In His love,  

 Pastor Craig 
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MINUTES  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

Council Meeting 

September 17, 2009 
 

Called to order at 7:03 PM.  Present: Pastor Craig 

Sagebiel, Brian Willcutt, Shane Brannan, Jim Freeman, 

Joan Callender, Bruce Callender, Gerald Crenwelge, 

Lynda Pierce, Robert Doty. Devotion led by Pastor 

Craig. 
 

Officersô reports 

Motion/2nd- to approve minutes of 8/20/09 meeting.   

CARRIED 

Motion/2nd- to receive Treasurerôs report (August 

2009) for audit.   CARRIED 

Parochial Report- Motion/2nd- to approve transfer 

request of Damon McCall.   CARRIED 

Pastorôs Report Stan Simonik will be pulpit supply 

for 9/27/09. Pastor Craig at ñWalk to Emmaus 

Blessing of Animals upcoming/ teaming with 

Agape Methodist (10/3/09) 

Other future events discussed 
 

Committee reports 

Education: Advent project upcoming; Rally Day 

successful 

Mutual Ministry: ñGreen Teamò concept discussed; 

1st step probably an ñauditò of GD; Motion/2nd- to 

form a ñGreen Teamò task force, duration one year 

max., Mutual Ministry Com to recruit members.   

CARRIED 

 

Old Business: 

Master Plan concept- discussion as to possible 

structure and parameters, timetable 

Congregational Survey results- discussion 

 

New Business: 

Public Bible Study program/request for use of 

GD facilities- discussion. Motion/2nd- accept 

provisionally arrangement with ñHebrew Roots 

Discoveryò to use GD sanctuary for meetings 

(Provisions- 1) Written understanding, and 2) 

check references)   CARRIED 

Reminder- Budget preparation needs to be 

undertaken by all committees 

Discussion re: election of officers/council 

members, arrangements to achieve staggered  

terms. Motion/2nd- At next elections, elect two 

persons for 3-yr terms; elect 1 person for 1-yr 

term; shorten Shane Brannanôs term to end in 

December 2010.   CARRIED 

Discussion of ELCA church-wide Assembly 

actions 

Adjourned at 9:06 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert A. Doty 

Secretary 

Bread for the Day 2010 
Daily Bible readings and prayers 

 

Daily scripture (NRSV) with full texts 

A prayer for each day 

Daily hymn from Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship 

Brief forms for Morning  

and Evening Prayer 

Monthly pages for prayer  

lists or journaling 

Notes on festivals and 

commemorations 

A bookmark with helps to guide your 

prayer 

 

 

$8.95    Signup sheet in the fellowship hall 

The concept of ñGoing Greenò has been everywhere in the news 

lately. So just why should our church go green?  

To provide a better indoor 

environment for our congregation  

To lower energy bills 

To conserve and preserve the natural 

resources around our church  

To help the environment (less air 

pollution, water pollution, resource consumption, 

and greenhouse emissions.) 

Most importantly, because we are stewards of Godôs creation 

Become a part of our Green Team!  Contact Brian Willcutt 

Genesis 9:8-9. Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 

"I now establish my covenant with you and your descendants 

after you and with every living creature that was with you - the 

birds, the livestock, and all the wild animals, all those that came 

out of the ark with you - every living Creature on the earth." 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Wrap someone in His presence and in 
His word 

    October 27 & 29th 1 pm 
 

                            We meet together to use our 
gifts to make prayer shawls and other creations 
from yarn.  If you would like to learn to knit or 
crochet, please come.  If you know someone who 
needs a prayer shawl, please contact Sandy 
Lehman or Carol Mitchell. 

Social Ministry JOY Projects 

During the month  of October, SM will be helping 

Neighborhood House with the collection of food 

items for the 100 Thanksgiving Baskets 

distributed in November.   

 

Donate one or more of the following items for the 

baskets: 

Package of cornbread 

Jar of peanut butter 

2# bag of flour or sugar 

Package of spaghetti & spaghetti sauce 

 

Raising funds to purchase flat-bed trailer: 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 11th 

Luncheon  

Sign-up to bring dishes complement Sausage 

and Sauerkraut 

Bake Sale 

Whip up your best dish for the Bake Sale! 

 

Blessing of  

the Animals 

 

Saturday, October 3rd 

10 am-noon 

Pets should be under the control of their ñpersonò. 

We are asking for donations for pets of clients of 

Meals on Wheels. 

Bible Study Opportunities: 

Curious about how the Bible was constructed? 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Led by Dr. Travis Casler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Womenôs Bible Study 

 

     The Womenôs Bible Study will be meeting at 

3 p.m. at the church on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 

of each month.  We are studying Women of the 

Bible by Jean Syswerda.  Our next meeting will 

be October 8th, when we will study Sarah, 

Abrahamôs wife. 

     If the first meeting is any indication, it will be 

an interesting and thoughtful study where we 

discover how the lives of the women of the Bible 

intersect with ours.   We are encouraged to ask 

the ñhard questionsò by Ms. Syswerda and see 

how Godôs presence in these womenôs lives 

illuminate the pathway of our lives today. 

    Mark your calendars October 8th and 22nd  for 

3 p.m. and come join us!  We welcome you. 

 

Making Sense of Scripture is a dialogue that 

encourages you to bring you questions or doubts 

to the table when reading Scripture. There are 

different opportunities for you to interact with the 

Bible, ultimately leaving room for personal 

transformation of the heart and mind.  This class 

is led by Pastor Craig and meets on Tuesday 

evenings at 7 pm. 

 



 

 

To those who assisted with 

worship, including  Bruce 

Callender, Elayne Patridge, Bob 

Doty, Shane Brannan, Laurie 

Freeman, Donna Perry, Melissa 

Hostick, Mark Gillen, Carol 

Mitchell, Susan Little, Joan 

Callender, Dennis Storch, George 

Wirz, Brian Willcutt, Micah-John 

Bierele. 

Sandy Lehman for bringing the 

Temple Talk 

Jeanne Holley for making the 

outdoor flags 

Those who care for our grounds 

including Pastor Craig, Bruce 

Callender, Gerald Crenwelge, 

George and David Wirz. 

Those who shared food for 

fellowship hour and those who 

cleaned up after the fellowship 

hour. 
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I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.   

Philippians 4:13 

 

  More fully, Paul wrote, ñI have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have 

little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-

fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens 

me.ò (Philippians 4:11b-31)  

  We do not know exactly what Paul was talking about in this quoteðsome of his concern is probably 

very literal: well-fed versus hungry. And part of his message is deeper, encouraging thoughtful and planned 

sharing of what we have with others. But to do that, we must focus on all that God does ï to serve one God 

instead of many. 

 We, as Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, journey together this October to celebrate, build and witness ï the 

key verbs in our Mission Statement. These key words will direct us to follow Jesus, act together, face the truth 

and share enough.  

 Ponder these questions as you begin the process of making a faith commitment:  

 What are the values that guide my actions? How can I live a more integrated faith? 

 What is my fair share?    How can I live a more integrated faith? 

 When is ñenoughò enough?    How has God been abundant in my life? 

 Do I feel good about giving?    Who are my neighbors? do I really care about them? 

 

Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of Gloria Dei. May we remain willing for God to guide 

us in all that we do to share the good news of Jesus ï in word and deed! 

 

October Fellowship Schedule  
Please join us All are welcome!  

***  
Oct. 4   

Salads and Sandwiches  
Oct. 11  

òOktoberfest!ó Fundraiser  
Sausage and sauerkraut will be provided by Dennis  

&   
Bake Sale!  

  Please put on your chefõs apron, get out your mixing 
bowl, and whip up your specialty!   

Oct. 18  
Mexican Food  

Oct. 25  
Stewardship Soup and Sandwiches Sunday  

***  
If you have a favorite recipe or food item that you 

would like to share on any of these Sundays, you are 
encouraged to do so.  
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NTNL Synod Emphasis for October 

Mission Endowment Fund 

The NT-NL Synod is 

expanding ï with new 

mission starts north of Fort 

Worth, ethnic specific 

mission work in Alvarado, 

Garland, Richardson and 

Plano, and innovative congregational mission 

efforts designed to help congregations go beyond 

their current ministry into new areas of mission.  

Itôs an exciting time to be the church.  We are 

blessed to have our own endowment fund to help 

underwrite many of these mission projects.  The 

NT-NL Synod Mission Endowment Fund works 

much like a foundation.  An endowment fund 

serves as its core - the principal is invested and 

only the income from the investment is expended 

annually to benefit special causes that might 

otherwise go unfunded and unrealized. 

The Mission Endowment Fund focuses on 

three main areas of interest: (1) assisting new 

mission congregations, (2) supporting churches 

with exceptional potential but inadequate 

financial resources, and (3) launching innovative 

projects with special promise for carrying out 

God's work and in need of financial support. 

When the 1997 Synod Assembly adopted 

the vision of DiscipleLife and the six goals, it set 

as a key priority the target of starting 12 new 

missions by 2012 (ñ12 x 12ò).  To help make this 

possible, the Strategic Priorities also envisioned 

growing the Mission Endowment Fund to two 

million dollars.  With an endowment of this size, 

the earnings would potentially provide funds to 

give substantial grants to fund a mission start or 

revitalize an existing congregation in a new, 

creative way of ministry through outreach.  MEF 

has already given significant grants to 

congregations who are helping us move toward 

our goal of 12 by 12. 

The Mission Endowment Fund plants 

óSeeds That Changeô from mere ideas into the 

blessed fruit of Grace through Godôs Son, Jesus 

Christ.  Learn more about the MEF at NTNL.org 

or their web site: 

www.MissionEndowmentFund.org.   

REFORMATION SUNDAY  
 

OCTOBER 25, 2009 
 

WHAT IS REFORMATION DAY? 

 It commemorates Dr. Martin Luther's posting of his 

Ninety-five Theses on the door of the Castle Church 

in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517.  This 

act triggered the movement in world history known 

as the Reformation 

 

WHAT WAS THE REFORMATION? 

While it had profound and lasting impacts on the 

political, economic, social, literary, and artistic 

aspects of modern society, the Reformation was at 

its heart a religious movement.  The Reformation 

was the great rediscovery of the doctrine of 

justification, that is, the good news of salvation by 

grace through faith for Christ's sake. 

 

WHAT WAS MARTIN LUTHERôS ROLE IN THE 

REFORMATION? 

 In 1517, Luther was drawn into a controversy 

over the sale of indulgences.  Indulgences were 

certificates sold by the Roman Catholic Church that 

promised people release from works of penance for 

absolved sins, both in life and in purgatory.  It was 

the sale of a particular indulgence that spurred 

Luther to action.  Pope Leo X had authorized the 

sale of special jubilee indulgences in the cities and 

principalities of Germany.  Half of the money raised 

was to help finance the building of Saint Peter's 

Cathedral in Rome; the other half was to go to 

Albrecht, the new archbishop of Mainz (who needed 

the cash to pay off a loan he had taken to buy his 

archbishopric).  These indulgencesguaranteed that all 

sin and eternal and temporal punishment would be 

forgiven to those who purchased them.  When some 

members of his parish purchased indulgences and 

brought them to Luther for his assessment of their 

validity, he felt compelled act. 

 Luther drafted a series of ninety-five 

statements in Latin discussing indulgences, good 

works, repentance, and other topics, and invited 

interested scholars to debate with him.  According to 

Dr. Philip Melanchthon, Luther's university 

colleague and author of the Augsburg Confession, 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.missionendowmentfund.org/
http://www.MissionEndowmentFund.org
http://aardvarkalley.blogspot.com/2007/02/philipp-melanchthon-confessor.html
http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/augsburg.htm
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Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses on the 

door of the Castle Church on October 31, 

1517.  This was not an act of defiance or 

provocation.  Since the Castle Church faced 

Wittenberg's main thoroughfare, the church 

door functioned as a public bulletin board and 

was therefore the logical place for posting 

important notices.  . 

 Luther intended the Ninety-five Theses 

to initiate an academic discussion, not serve as 

the agenda for a major reform of the Catholic 

Church.  However, events soon overtook 

him.  Within weeks, the Theses were 

translated into German, reproduced using the 

new moveable-type printing press, and 

circulated throughout Germany.  It wasn't long 

before they were the talk of Europe.  The 

publication of the Ninety-five Theses brought 

Luther to international attention and into direct 

conflict with the Roman Catholic hierarchy 

and the Holy Roman Emperor.  A little over 

three years later, he was excommunicated by 

the pope and declared a heretic and 

outlaw.  This was the beginning of the 

Reformation, the culmination of which was 

the writing of the Augsburg Confession of 

1530, the first official Lutheran statement of 

faith. 

 

WHY IS REFORMATION DAY SUCH AN 

IMPORTANT CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL? 

On Reformation Day, we glorify God for what 

he accomplished in 16th century Germany 

through His servant, Dr. Martin Luther -- the 

recovery of the gospel of salvation by grace 

through faith for Christ's sake.  We also 

earnestly pray that God would keep all of us 

faithful to the true gospel and help us to 

joyfully declare it to the world.  This lovely 

hymn verse encapsulates the theme of our 

Reformation celebration: 

By grace God's Son, our only Savior, 

Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

That brought Him from His heav'nly throne. 
http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/reformation.htm 

(Continued from page 5) Luke the Evangelist  

18 October 
  

 Almost all that we know about Luke comes from the 

New Testament. He was a physician, a companion of Paul on 

some of his missionary journeys . Material found in his 

Gospel and not elsewhere includes much of the account of 

Our Lord's birth and infancy and boyhood, some of the most 

moving parables, such as that of the Good Samaritan and that 

of the Prodigal Son, and three of the sayings of Christ on the 

Cross: "Father, forgive them," "Thou shalt be with me in 

Paradise," and "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit." 

 In Luke's account of the Gospel, we find an emphasis 

on the human love of Christ, on His compassion for sinners 

and for suffering and unhappy persons, for outcasts such as 

the Samaritans, tax collectors, lepers, shepherds, and for the 

poor. The role of women in Christ's ministry is more 

emphasized in Luke than in the other Gospel writings. 

 In the book of Acts, we find the early Christian 

community poised from the start to carry out its commission, 

confident and aware of Divine guidance. We see how the 

early Christians at first preached only to Jews, then to 

Samaritans, then to outright Gentiles like Cornelius, and 

finally explicitly recognized that Gentiles and Jews are called 

on equal terms to the service and fellowship of Christ. 

 Luke is commonly thought to be the only non-Jewish 

New Testament writer. His writings place the life of Christ 

and the development of the early Church in the larger context 

of the Roman Empire and society. On the other hand, his 

writings are focused on Jerusalem and on the Temple. His 

Gospel begins and ends in the Temple, and chapters nine 

through nineteen portray Jesus as journeying from Galilee to 

Jerusalem. Similarly, the Book of Acts describes the Church 

in Jerusalem and then describes the missionary journeys of 

Paul as excursions from and returns to Jerusalem. 
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html 

 

 

In honor of the Feast of St. Luke, the evangelist and doctor, 

we will have a 

 

Healing Service 

 

After worship 

October 18th 

 

http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/augsburg.htm
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHLvxrtKqK4ATdyjzbkF/SIG=12e15kbad/EXP=1253906543/**http%3A/www.goodsalt.com/images/painting-st_luke_gospel.jpg
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P a g e  9  
G l a d  T i d i n g s  Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

For those who are ill: 

Arnold 

Marge and Tracy 

Marvin and Melba 

Jim 

Logan and Robyn 

Seongsu Kyong 

Linda 

Our Prayer Concerns  

For those who lead us: 

Our pastor Craig 

Our seminarian James  

Our bishops Kevin and Mark 

Our missionary to Sierra Leone, 

Kate 

 

For those who serve in the 

military: 

Ann 

Amanda 

Michael 

Mike 

Ted and his sons 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 9 am 

Sunday School 

10 am 
Worship 

11:30 
Fellowship  

     1 

7 pm 
Mutual Ministry 

Com 

Committee 

reports due 

2 

  

3 

10am -noon 
Pet Blessing 

4 

18th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

St. Francis of 

Assisi 

Noon 
Exec Com   

5 

  

6 

7 pm 
ñMaking Sense 

of the 

Scriptureò 

  

7 

7 pm 
Choir 

8 

3 pm 
Women of the 

Bible 

  

9 

  

Carol 

Mitchell, 

Neville 

Davidson 

10 

9:30-1 
Panhandle 

Conference 

Assembly 

Trinity Lockney 

11 

19th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Oktoberfest 

Luncheon and 

Bake Sale 

Council packets 

ready 

Sarah Little 

12 

Columbus Day 

ï Observed 

Pastor Craig at 

Bishopôs 

Convocation at 

Briarwood 

13 

Joan 

Callender, 

Jim Tyler, 

Brian Willcutt 

14 

7 pm 
Choir 

Judy 

Holmes 

Kirsten 

Polyansky 

15 

7 pm 

Council 

Julie 

Simonik 

Sue Weddige 

16 

Craig 

Sagebiel 

17 

  

18 

20th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

St. Luke, 

Evangelist 

Healing Service 

Jenny 

Davidson 

19 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

20 

11:30 
Senior 

Luncheon 

7 pm 
ñMaking Sense 

of the Scripture 

  

21 

7 pm 
Choir 

George 

Beck 

22 

3 pm 
Women of the 

Bible 

  

23 

St. James of 

Jerusalem 

  

24 

Lynda 

Pierce, 

Jaxon Skoog 

  

25 

21st Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 Reformation 

Sunday 

Duane and 

Mina Oaks 

26 

  

27 

1 pm 
Prayer Shawls 

7 pm 
ñMaking Sense 

of the Scripture 

Esther 

Storin 

28 

5 pm 
Confirmation 

7 pm 
Choir 

  

29 

1 pm 
Prayer Shawls 

30 

  

31 

Reformation Day 

Zaden 

Patridge 



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

1706 Slide   Lubbock, TX 79416 

www.gloriadeielca.com 

gloriadei@nts-online.net 

Please contact the 

church office if you no 

longer wish to receive 

this newsletter 

 

   

 
 

 

I can do all things  

through Christ who strengthens me.   

Philippians 4:13 
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