
ñGod saw everything made, and 

indeed, it was all very good.ò  

We, humanity, are deemed good, 

as is all that God made.  

It is in that ñgoodò con-

nection that God invites us to be 

Godôs partners in being stewards 

of the good creation, and to in-

sure that creation supports life 

according to Godôs will and plan. 

In that understanding, may we 

invite God to lead us, as indi-

viduals, families, and as congre-

gations, to better manage the 

parts of creation that we impact. 

And may we lift up these 4-Rôs 

of loving the earth fiercely, re-

duce, reuse, recycle and rethink, 

in personal and corporate con-

sumption of products, energy and 

natural resources. God abun-

dantly and sufficiently provides 

for all of creation to live, but 

God will not provide enough life-

giving resources that we can ruin 

or waste. 

By the way, the next 

workshop in the Going Green for 

God series is scheduled for Sat-

urday, August 8.  It is a ñhands 

onò session on ñBYOBò ï build 

your own (rain) barrel. Addi-

tional information is in this 

newsletterécheck it out. Prereg-

istration is necessary to secure 

adequate materials. 

I pray that you are taking 

part in the ELCAôs ñCall to 50 

Days of Prayerò in preparation 

and discernment for the Church-

From the Pastorôs  

Glad Tidings of 

Ordinary Time 

I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

Mark 6:3 

Greetings in the name of 

our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ! 

If you remember from my 

writing last month, I was headed 

west ï for continuing education at 

Ghost Ranch, outside Abiquiu, 

New Mexico. What an awesome 

week it was! And an awesome lo-

cation. I am not sure, even now, 

how to share all I brought back 

about óloving the earth fiercelyô ï 

except to do it in bits and pieces. 

Some of that love flowed from me 

at the Worship and Music meeting 

July 8, more at the Going Green 

for God workshop July 11, and 

even more through each of my ser-

mons in July.  

The biggest gift I received 

from a week that overflowed with 

knowledge, worship, and awe-

some connections with nature was 

a renewed appreciation for how 

much God loves ALL of creation. 

Somehow, over the years, I had 

allowed my mind to think that 

God loves people more than the 

rest of creation. But as I reheard 

and reread the creation story from 

Genesis 1, the powerful statement, 

ñand God saw that it was good,ò is 

used six times in the first 5½   

days of creation. In that time, God 

made all of creation except peo-

ple. Later on day six, when ñboth 

male and female were made in 

Godôs image,ò the writer says, 
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wide Assembly, August 17-23. 

There is information in this 

newsletter for the weeks of July 

26, Aug. 2 and 9. Please be 

creative in your personal 

prayers during the Assembly ï 

either repeat the prayers, read-

ings and hymns that will be 

used daily, or simply lift those 

gathered at the assembly in 

your prayer time. For all the 

details, use the link to the 50 

Days of Prayer. on our website

(www.gloriadeielca.com) 

Praise and thanks to God for 

two special joys ï that nine of 

us just completed the 7-session 

ñLutheran Courseò (look for 

details in September if you are 

interested in taking the sequel, 

ñLutheran Course Two,ò for 7 

Tuesday evening sessions in 

the fall) and that Joey Pierce is 

attending the National Youth 

Gathering in New Orleans, 

ñJesus, Justice and Jazz.ò  

My brothers and sisters, 

we have many ways to CELE-

BRATE the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to BUILD a nur-

turing community of faith and 

service, and to WITNESS that 

faith in our daily life. May we 

be faithful disciples of our cru-

cified and risen Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ.  

 

       In His love, 

 Pastor Craig   

 

http://www.gloriadeielca.com/


P a g e  2  G l a d  T i d i n g s Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

                 Lector or  Assisting Minister 

                         Sign up in the                        

                    fellowship hall to                

                  serve in this ministry. 

MINUTES  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

Council Meeting 

July 16, 2009 

No quorum present; no call to order. 

Present: Brian Willcutt; Lynda Pierce; Gerald 

Crenwelge; Pastor Craig Sagebiel; RDoty. Kelly 

Frier presentation (a portion of the Lutheran Course) 

was shown to those present as devotion. 

Comments/discussion on: 

Cooperative Parish 

Installation of Rev. Dupre at Redeemer Lutheran 

Mutual Ministry Committeeôs activities 

Joey Pierceôs trip to National Youth Gathering 

VBS/Gloria Deiôs participation 

Meeting adjourned at 7:33 PM 

Respectfully submitted 

Robert A. Doty 

More RampséMore Volunteers 

The Lubbock Chapter of the Texas Ramp Project 

continues to grow, and with it the need for volunteers 

grows.  On Saturday, July 18th , five volunteers 

helped build modules for two ramp installations 

scheduled for July 25th in Reese Center and 

Floydada.  New volunteer, Myron Trang of Christ 

Lutheran, joined veteran ramp builders Travis Casler 

and Brian Willcutt (pictured left) in building the 

modules, while Mark Gillen and Gerald Crenwelge 

(pictured right) cut the 2x6s needed for the modules. 

         There is always a need for volunteers to help 

with building ramps ï NO EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY!  Even if you donôt feel comfortable 

handling the power tools, the workers always 

appreciate drinks and snacks.   To learn how you can 

help, contact any of the workers listed above or Pam 

Sagebiel. 

 

              Texas Ramp ProjectTexas Ramp Project  

                Lubbock ChapterLubbock Chapter 

 

Get the Tools to study the Bible 
 Sunday morningôs Bible Study continues at 9 

a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  We are currently studying 

Genesis and just finished the stories of Noah, the 

flood, and the tower of Babel in Babylon, the site of 

modern day Iraq.  We will next study Godôs call to 

Abraham to become the father of a great nation ~ 

Godôs covenant with Abraham and his descendants.  

     We are enjoying the presentations and ensuing 

discussions, so bring your Bible and join us as we 

discuss what all this means for us as Christians 

today.  All are welcome.  

 

     Travis Casler 


