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Glad Tidings o

From theiﬂl

Greetings in the name of our
risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
On your behalf, I received this email
from Bishop Tom Barnett:
Dear Friends,
Greetings from Freetown and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Sierra Leone (ELCSL) in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior.
I am safely back home and at
work after my very memorable
visit with you all and members of
your congregations in the Panhan-
dle. Please accept and kindly con-
vey to members of your respective
congregations my sincere thanks
and appreciation for the warm and
cordial reception accorded me
during my recent visit with you
all.
I remain most grateful for
the opportunity to share about our
mission partnership and for the
personal experience of your sup-
port and enthusiasm for our part-
nership. Your brothers and sisters
in Christ here join me in praying
for our continued journey together
in service to God's needy people
in Sierra Leone and elsewhere.
Grace and Peace in Jesus Christ,
T Bp Tom
Gloria Dei hosted Bishop Tom
on April 29, with Shepherd King and the
United Lutheran Ministries in Slaton,
Posey and Wilson also participating.
The 30 or so in attendance were blessed
to hear Bp. Tom’s remarks on the begin-
nings of the ELCSL amidst the chal-
lenges of the long civil war in Sierra
Leone. He shared many ways that the
church has and continues to reach out to
war victims and orphans, and new ways
they are transforming lives through
child care, work cooperatives, water

s t oWellgpng worship. They have so

much need, yet a gracious and abun-
dant God to help meet those needs.
That evening, we purchased $125 of
hand made items made by the
Women’s Cooperative of the ELCSL,
and shared $315 in the free will offer-
ing for the mission and ministry of the
ELCSL, all part of “God’s work, our
hands!”

Our congregational treasurer,
Laurie Freeman, has finalized details
with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Simply Giving program. The Simply
Giving program is a modern-day giv-
ing program that is a convenient, safe
and simple way for you to make auto-
matic contributions to Gloria Dei
through electronic funds transfer
(EFT) directly from your checking or
savings accounts. Watch for more
specific details and enrollment oppor-
tunities during July.

You are needed! Yes, you! On
July 31, we celebrate another opportu-
nity to host Vacation Bible School at
Gloria Dei. Yes, you are correct, we
don’t have a lot of kids within the
congregation, but we have an untold
potential of kids outside our congre-
gation. This is a great way for our
congregation to share the good news
of Jesus, and our 1-day format will
make it easier for you to say YES, I
WILL HELP. See additional informa-
tion in this newsletter for the specific
needs of helpers and donors.

My brothers and sisters, we
have many ways to CELEBRATE the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
BUILD a nurturing community of
faith and service, and to WITNESS
that faith in our daily life. May we be
faithful disciples of our crucified and
risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

In His love,

+ Pastor Craig


https://www.thrivent.com/banking/simplygiving/##
https://www.thrivent.com/banking/simplygiving/##
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MINUTES
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Council Meeting
June 17, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm. Members present were Gerald Crenwelge, Lynda Pierce, Pastor
Craig, Jim Freeman, Elayne Patridge, and Pam Sagebiel. The meeting opened with a devotional led by Pastor
Craig.
Officer’s Reports
Minutes of the last meeting were accepted.
Treasurer’s Report received for audit.
“Simply Giving” will begin in July. Information will be presented by Temple Talks and newsletter.
The timeline will be set by Laurie Freeman.
Pastor’s report received. Parochial report received; no membership changes
Committee Reports
Plans for VBS on July 31* are going well. Lynda Pierce presented cost information on the jumping castle
discussed earlier. The price ranges from $75 for a basic jumping area to $120 for a deluxe model.
Worship and Music report was corrected “July” to “June”
Green Team presented information on the plan to use coffee mugs instead of Styrofoam cups for coffee
during fellowship time.
Old Business
Help is needed in organizing the Garage Sale planned for August 7. (date changed to July 24th)
Fence repair is not as pressing as before when the wind was blowing frequently.
Membership lists were presented. A final decision will be made at the next meeting so that all Council
members may look at the list and pray.
The Audit committee is still organizing and becoming familiar with the processes involved.
New Business
Because the next regular meeting time for the Executive Committee falls on July 4™, the committee voted to
meet on July 11"
It was the consensus of the council that Pastor Craig contact The Rev. Dr. Stephen Kanouse at the Synod
office and ask him to come to our church council to present his program on understanding our mission,
At that time, the council will decide if this program would be a good fit for our congregation.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 with the singing of the Doxology.
Respectfully submitted,
Elayne Patridge, acting secretary

Chur—nﬁde Volunteers are needed to

® ) organize
set up
@W . sell
o . ﬁ clean up after the garage sale.

L I A sign-up sheet is posted in the fellowship hall to
help with the garage sale. Small goods will be stored

J u Iy 2 4 th in the back of the fellowship hall.

Pick-up of larger donations can be arranged by

calling Sandy Lehman or the church office.
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Join Us on the Adventure

Jul 31st

A

y

cooperatywve unt eer
Bi ble School
o f
Grace Presbyterian,
Gl oria Dei and
St . Paul Lut her an

For more information:

call 725-2283

e-mail gloriadei@nts-online.net

s are need to tea
teach crafts an
do games and r e
prepare food an
donate supplies
pray

visit www.gloriadeielca.com
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In the next few months, the Gloria Dei Green
Team will be implementing some ways we can
lessen our carbon footprint on God’s Green Earth!
Starting in July, we will have a coffee mug rack
installed. You are encouraged to bring your own
mug to hang on the rack and use during fellowship.

Of course, if you do not want to bring your
own, you can still use the Styrofoam cups available.
Please note that Styrofoam is made from
polystyrene. Polystyrene is an aromatic polymer
made from monomer styrene, a liquid hydrocarbon
manufactured from petroleum. Chemicals from this
product leaches into your drink or food, which you
ingest! Also, these containers end up in our
landfills. This product is not biodegradable.

Would you find it helpful to have your
offerings drawn from your bank account as you
do other monthly drafts?

The Simply Giving Program endorsed
by Thrivent Financial Bank is for people who
wish to have offerings transferred electronically
to their church’s account.

This program will increase the stability
of giving to promote our ministry. Our church
council has approved this new, convenient
giving opportunity.

Brochures are available in the narthex
and a table will be set up for enrollment during
fellowship hour. If you would like more
information, please contact the church office.

Please help us Go Green!
Donna Perry

Adult Sunday School will take a summer
break. Class will begin on September 12th,
Rally Day.

Frederick Nolan Stangl

son of Jill and Fred Stangl
brother of Taylor and Avery
Born June 7

Austin Richard Lehman

son of Natalie and Richard Lehman
grandson of Sandy and Stan Lehman
born June 2
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From Stan and Julie Simonik

NEWS

FLASH

We are fine, but very busy. This
week we will continue helping
Star of the North Lutheran in
Kenai, 13 miles from Soldotna. VBS will
continue from 9-12 through Saturday there,
and Stan and I are telling the Bible stories and
having the children act out the story.

Decorating and getting costumes
together took some time beforehand, but the
children are very bright, and seem to be
enjoying everything. Others are doing the
music, crafts, physical activities, memory
verse and snacks. Only 25 or 30 children
have been attending, but we are happy to be
helping. I will be playing my accordion at a
local nursing home June 16th for an hour.

Stan will be helping out the pastor at
Kenai Star of the North and at Funny River
Community Lutheran 16 miles from here on
August 8, and October 17th through
November 7th. The second week in July, we
will be helping with VBS at Anchor Point 60
miles from Soldotna near Homer. We may be
helping with a couple other VBS camps, but
their leaders have not contacted us yet, so we
are not positive about those yet.

The weather has been mostly sunny
and temperatures in the 70's, but today was
rainy and highs were in the 50's.

We have seen so may eagles that we
have lost count, We have watched them
swoop down and remove large fish from the
Kenai River and fly away with them. So far
we have seen 28 moose including a mother
with 2 newborn calves. We have even seen a
moose three blocks from our apartment
running through people’s backyards and
eating their flowers.

We enjoy the long summer nights. It stays
light until midnight.

When we have extra time we like to go
exploring. Yesterday a friend from Arizona
met us in Girdwood, and we visited the
Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center. Stan
got some great photos of two bears wrestling
near a pond there.

Take care, and may God bless you.

{ NEEDS: Toothbrushes, toothpaste
A basket is provided in the east entry.

Neighborhood
House

Spring Fling raised $50,000

with 350 in attendance. Pastor

Mike Holmes won the grand prize flat
screen TV and the quilt was won by Sue Swearingen.

Rawp Prpa ..
o$9® oo

L WE NEED You ¢
To HELP BUILD RAMPS!

HELP!! We need volunteer builders!!! We have
an active group of 6-8 volunteers that help out pretty
regularly during the school year, but those numbers have
dwindled during the summer months.

Haven’t been on a ramp build yet? With ten
ramps already waiting to be built and new referrals
coming in every day, we are always looking for
volunteers! Work as little or as much as you want — NO
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! We provide the tools,
equipment, and training — you just show up ready to
work.

We generally build modules on the 2™ Saturday
of the month in GDLC’s parking lot, and build ramps on
the 4™ Saturday, unless there is a holiday. Contact Pam
at 392-4431 or Gerald at 795-0397 if you are interested in
working.

To those who assisted with
worship, including Bruce

Callender, Joan Callender,
w Elayne Patridge, Lynda
Pierce, Micgh-John

Bierele, Laurie Freeman,
Mark Gillen, Barbara Doty, Carol Mitchell, Susan Little,
Donna Perry, Anita Asmussen, Dennis Storch, George
Wirz, and Bob Doty
e Those who prepared food for fellowship and those
who cleaned up.
e To Mary Johnson who provides snacks for the Ramp
builders
e Those who donated blood at the summer blood drive.
e To Sandra Perkins, Craig Sagebiel, Jim Freeman,
Mark Gillen, Bruce Callender, and Travis Casler for
taking care of our grounds.
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NTNL Synod Emphasis for July

HISPANIC / LATINO MINISTRY
A Story of Amazing Growth and Vitality

The story of Hispanic Minis-
try in the NT-NL Synod reads like the
story of the multiplication of loaves
and fishes. Early on there were min-
istries that were — and continue to be
— strong and exemplary — Emmanuel,
Dallas (Pr. Julio Cruz) and San Mi-
guel, Fort Worth (Pr. José Torres).
Growth was evident as synod congre-
gations began Hispanic ministries —
Our Saviour’s, Tyler, (Pr. Gustavo
Guerrero), Walnut Hill, Dallas (Pr.
Violeta Erickson) and St. John, Grand
Prairie (which became Santa Maria de
Guadalupe, Irving, Pr. Pedro Portillo).
Now these Hispanic ministries are
developing their own new ministries
— San Gabriel, Alvarado (birthed by
San Miguel — Jesus Escamilla, lay
minister) and Sagrada Familia
(birthed by First Garland and Santa
Maria — David Rosales, lay minister).

The newest effort is happening at
Oak Cliff Lutheran Church in Dal-
las.

The vitality of Hispanic min-
istry can also be measured in other
ways. Santa Maria recently dedi-
cated its first facility — a building
that seats 700 people and boasts 75
visitor parking spaces. San Gabriel
is building its own worship space
with the help of area congregations.
San Miguel is considering an expan-
sion of facilities. Growing numbers
of Hispanic youth have been attend-
ing leadership development, spiritu-
ality, stewardship and evangelism
retreats. The Parish Lay Ministry
Academy has added a whole Span-
ish-speaking component.

Thanks be to God for the
faith, eagerness, dedication and di-
versity that these members of faith
bring to us all !

‘ Latinos, after
they become mestizos (a
new people of diverse
origins), tend to read
the Bible through the
lens of their collective
experience as a story of
personal and communal
liberation from sin,
marginalization,
poverty and oppression
by a Jesus who takes
the side of mestizos and
invites them into his
fellowship, and worship
services. The Latinos
feel honored to be part
of the Lutheran
churché

-Irma Bafiales, NT-NL
Synod Hispanic/Latino
Ministry Coordinator

Ordinary Time or
Season After
Pentecost

Ordinary Time is the liturgical period
outside of the regular liturgical
seasons., between Easter and Advent.
This year we study the public ministry
of Jesus as recorded by Luke. The
readings invite us to pay attention to
the marks of discipleship:

e Loving others

o Listening to and learn from Jesus
o Prayer

e Giving and generosity

o Watchfulness for God’s return

e Healing and liberation

e Humility and forgiveness

A Prayer for Growth

Lord Jesus

I know that all human relations take time
if they are to grow and deepen.

This is also true of my relations with You,
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
which must grow over the course of my life.
However, this growth is not automatic;
time alone means nothing
unless I add earnest efforts to it.

You have inspired Your Church
to set aside special times
when this growth can develop more intensely -
the special seasons of the Church Year.

If I fail to move toward You during these times,
I waste precious opportunities and endanger my spiritual life.
Help me to take them seriously
and make a real attempt to use them well,
so that I may grow into the person

You want me to be.
New Saint Joseph People's Prayer Book
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Mary Magdalene

22 July
Mary Magdalene
is mentioned in
the Gospels as
being among the [
women of Gali- [§
lee who followed
Jesus and His
disciples, and
who was present
at His Crucifixion and Burial,
and who went to the tomb on
Easter Sunday to anoint His
body. She was the first to see the
Risen Lord, and to announce His
Resurrection to the apostles. Ac-
cordingly, she is referred to in
early Christian writings as "the
apostle to the apostles."

James barZebedee, Apostle
25 July

James the son of Zebedee and his brother John were among the
twelve disciples of Our Lord. They, together with Peter, were
privileged to behold the Transfiguration to witness the healing of
Peter's mother-in-law and the raising of the daughter of Jairus and
to be called aside to watch and pray with Jesus in the garden of
Gethsemane on the night before His death.

Jesus nicknamed the two brothers "sons of thunder" perhaps
meaning that they were headstrong, hot-tempered, and impulsive;
and so they seem to be in two incidents reported in the Gospels. On
one occasion Jesus and the disciples were refused the hospitality of
a Samaritan village, and James and John proposed to call down fire
from heaven on the offenders. On another occasion, they asked
Jesus for a special place of honor in the Kingdom, and were told
that the place of honor is the place of suffering.

Finally, about AD 42, shortly before Passover, James was
beheaded by order of King Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the
Great who tried to kill the infant Jesus, nephew of Herod Antipas,
killed John the Baptist, and examined Jesus on Good Friday. James
was the first of the Twelve to suffer martyrdom, and the only one of
the Twelve whose death is recorded in the New Testament.

Thomas the Apostle
3 July

The Apostle Thomas (Hebrew or Aramaic for
"twin") was also called "Didymus" (Greek for
"twin"). He was absent when the Risen Lord
appeared to the other apostles on the evening of
Easter Day, and refused to believe that Christ had
indeed risen until he had seen him for himself, but
when he had seen Him, he said to Him, "My Lord
and My God." (John 20:19-29)
Because of this episode, he has been known ever
since as "Doubting Thomas." But we ought also to
remember his earlier words, when Jesus
announced His intention of going to the Jerusalem
area, brushing aside the protests of His disciples
that His life was in danger there, at which Thomas
said to the others: "Let us also go, that we may die
with him." If Thomas was pessimistic, he was also
sturdily loyal.

At the Last Supper, Jesus said: "I go to
prepare a place for you.... And whither I go ye
know, and the way ye know." Thomas replied:
"Lord, we know not whither thou goest, and how
can we know the way?" To this Jesus answered: "I
am the way, the truth and the life." (John 14:1-6)

8 Thomas is mentioned
again one of the seven
disciples who were
fishing on the Sea of

s Galilee (Sea of

" Tiberias) when the

¢ Risen Lord appeared

" the Apostles. A couple
: f centuries later a
| story was circulating
~ in the Mediterranean

| World that he had gone to preach in India; and there

is a Christian community in India (the Kerala
district) that claims descent from Christians
converted by the preaching of Thomas.

The tradition among Christians in India is
that Thomas was speared to death near Madras,
and accordingly he is often pictured holding a
spear. Paintings of martyrs often show them
holding or accompanied by the instruments with
which they were put to death.
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Florida-Bahamas Synod and ministries and churches in Jamaica, Haiti,
Suriname, Guyana and Cuba.

26 Mark 10:35-45 James, Apostle

Remember all ELCA chaplains serving in the military, particularly those
who are deployed, providing Word and Sacrament ministry in places where
tensions run high and in combat zones.

27 Matthew 5:43-48 Pray for the work of ELCA World Hunger among
college and university students, that a lasting partnership might be formed
to lift up ELCA anti-hunger and anti-poverty work with students and
campus leaders across the country.

28 Psalm 55:16-23 Thank God for the service of the Rev. Kim Erno, who
directs the ELCA Immersion Program at the Lutheran Center in Mexico
City. Pray for him and those who participate in the immersion experiences
offered through the Center.

29 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 Pray for Pastor Rob James and GPS
(God’s People Serving), Machesney Park, IL, which organized in May, that
God will continue to nurture growth in faithfulness, numbers, stewardship,
and service. GPS, already averaging 230 people in worship, notes that it
started to grow when it began serving its neighborhood.

30 Psalm 49:1-12 Pray for seminary students in Clinical Pastoral
Education this summer and for those who supervise this ministry
preparation, including Minnesota Pastors Diane Greve at Fairview
University Medical Center, Linda Campbell, Kyrre Kleyberg and Torstein
Holten at the St. Cloud Veterans Hospital, Tim Thorstenson and Scott
McCrae at Methodist Hospital, and Dave Carlson at Unity-Mercy Hospital.
31 Colossians 3:1-11Blessings upon the Rev. Tim and Mari McKenzie,
who serve with the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. Tim teaches
church history at the Japan Lutheran College and Seminary, and Mari
assists with orientation for new ELCA personnel who teach English at

Lutheran schools in Japan. We give thanks for their dedication and witness.

Qur Praver List

Arnold Linda Bishop Tom Ann

Logan and Robyn Heather Missionary Kate ~ Amanda

Leon Bunny James and Becky = Michael

Jim Pastor Craig Julie and Stan Alex

Marge and Tracy Bishop Kevin The Megahans Ted & his sons
Marvin Bishop Mark Mike

PRAYER VENTURES July 2010

1 Psalm 66:1-9 Lenoir Rhyne University in Hickory, N.C., is hosting
writing workshops for high school students this month, including a
course titled “Beyond Texting.” Pray for students and teachers as they
enrich their God-given capacity to communicate.

2 Galatians 6:1-16 Give thanks for all who are concluding service
through Young Adults in Global Mission, the ELCA global mission
program for young people ages 19-30, especially Sarah Dorman, Sara
Higgins, Kaitlin Nelson, Peter Severson, and Katherine Sommer, who
served in Mexico.

3 John 14:1-7 Thomas, Apostle

Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center, near Bemus Point, N.Y., offers
summer camp ministries for children, youth and adults. Pray for director
Lee Lindeman, other staff and volunteers and for all who take part in the
programs there.

4 Luke 10:L1-11,16-20 6™ Sunday After Pentecost

Gracious God, bring healing to the political wounds felt amongst the
people of Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela. May their political
authorities find ways to achieve peace among their countries. Grant
them the peace and protection of your warm embrace.

5 Jeremiah 6:10-19 Pray for Pastors Peter and Kathy Braafladt and
Lynda Laird in the birth of Messiah Lutheran Church's second site
ministry in Ridgefield, Wash. Ask God to empower Messiah's leadership
as they engage in prayer, Bible study and worship, that those who have
yet to hear the good news in the Ridgefield area.

6 Acts 19:21-41 Pray for Dr. Christine, Wenderoth, director, and other
library and seminary staff at the JKM Library, Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago, and all users, that the library may continue to help
people receive the riches of the Word from many centuries and the
present.

7 Joshua 23:1-16 Blessings upon Mary Beth and Bayo Oyebade for
their service with the HIV/AIDS ministry, the Mashiah Foundation, and
the ministries of the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria.

8 Deuteronomy 30:9-14 Thank God for the gift of generosity that is
being nurtured within Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, North Liberty,
Iowa, one of the newly organized congregations of the ELCA. Existing
families collectively increased their prior pledges so that the total
pledged amount grew by 60%, and the number of pledges increased by
45% over the previous year.
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
1706 Slide Lubbock, TX 79416
www.gloriadeielca.com

gloriadei@nts-online.net

church office if you no
longer wish to receive

Please contact the

this newsletter




