
How do we ñLive Disci-

pleLife?ò Bishop Kevin Kanouse and 

other synod leaders shared visions of 

what that might look like in our im-

mediate future, as the NTNL reor-

ganizes into a ñMission Centerò.  We 

will plan and strategize to strengthen 

each of our 120 congregations as mis-

sion centers, committed to "sowing 

and growing disciples of Jesus" in 

their communities. We will assist each 

congregation to gain a clear vision of 

what God is calling their community 

of faith to be and do. Both clergy and 

lay leaders will need to understand that 

vision, and find ways to equip them-

selves and others to first be stewards of 

Godôs gift and plan, and then disciples 

to share the good news of God acting 

in and through Jesus Christ for the sake 

of the world. 

  I believe our Synod will look 

seriously to create a central Mission 

Center site (perhaps at Briarwood) to 

train and equip us, lay and clergy, for 

Godôs mission. Synod staff may be 

drastically reorganized, with a mini-

mum support staff in a central site, 

while the majority of staff is de-

ployed into 3 to 5 mission centers 

across the geography of our Synod to 

be hands on with us and our sister 

congregations for specific, localized 

mission work. Certainly this will re-

quire an immense outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit, yet it will give us extra 

tools to seriously carry out this thing 

we say ï Godôs work, our hands! 

  My brothers and sisters, we 

have many ways to CELEBRATE the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing community of 

faith and service, and to WITNESS 

that faith in our daily life. May we be 

faithful disciples of our crucified and 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.                                         

 In His love,  

 Pastor Craig 

From the Pastorôs  

Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Thanks, thanks, thanks to God 

for an awesome outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. 

Yes, God was the primary actor in 

Holy Baptism, as Audrey Elayne Oaks 

was adopted into the family of God. 

God was the primary actor when Jacob 

Gault affirmed his baptism. And God 

was the primary actor as we blessed 

and dedicated the beautifully framed 

and lighted Rose Window hanging that 

Dennis Storch crocheted in loving 

memory of his mother, Ruby. I believe 

that we saw, heard and felt Godôs love 

and grace. 

  I also share my thanks with 

you, the congregation, for two past 

events. Thank you for your support of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Sierra Leone, expressed through 

Bishop Barnettôs visit to Gloria Dei on 

April 29. Together, we prepared a tasty 

meal, absorbed Bishop Tomôs stories 

of and about Sierra Leone, generously 

purchased hand made products of the 

Women of the ELCSL and graciously 

gave financial gifts to support the work 

of the ELCSL. 

 And I thank you for your sup-

port as hosts of the Synod Assembly, 

Living DiscipleLife, at the Amarillo 

Civic Center. Your generosity of cook-

ies to share and of requested items for 

the Sierra Leone container was great. 

And, our processional cross and Lu-

therôs Seal banner were used in all 

worship events. Well done! 

 Now I share a bit more about 

the Assembly. This was the 4th assem-

bly under the theme of DiscipleLife ï 

Called, Formed, Gifted, and now, Liv-

ing. Next year, the theme will be Serv-

ing DiscipleLife. 
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MINUTES 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

May 20, 2010 

Reports of Officers and Pastor 

Approved minutes of last meeting, treasurerôs 

report received for audit, Pastorôs statistical report   

Discussion of Bishop Tomôs visit 

Transfers of Mickey and Judy Holmes to Lutheran 

Church of the Living Lord in Florissant, MO. And 

Bryan and Mary Barnell to Hope Lutheran in 

Lubbock 

Committee reports: 

EducationðVBS is planned for a Saturday in July 

(date to be determined).  Partnering with 

community churches discussed  

EvangelismðAttract new members by tying a 

ñplay dayò to VBS; repairing or replacing 

playground equipment; more cost-effective 

distribution of newsletter 

Worship and Musicðfinalized plans for Pentecost 

worshipðbaptism of Audrey Oaks, confirmation 

of Jacob Gault, dedication of Rose Window 

Old Business: 

Garage Sale in early August 

Continued use of offering envelopes  

Members of Audit Committee appointed- Bryan 

Rudy, Dick Weddige, Sandy Lehman 

New Business: 

Review of proposals from two vendors for 

insurance coverage for June 2010-May 

2011.Motion/2nd- to accept proposal from Church 

Mutual. CARRIED 

Discussion of Roster update processðExec. 

Committee will be reviewing names and bring 

proposal for action back to Council 

Fence repair was discussed 

Information items: 

Lock box has been installed on storage shed for 

shed and trailer keys 

Report on ñHoly Hilarity Dayò by S. Lehman 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert A. Doty, Secretary 

 

 

 

Audrey Elane Oaks by Baptism 

Jacob Gault by confirmation 

 

In the very near future, we will be giving members 

another way of making their contributions to Gloria 

Dei.  We are in the process of setting up the service 

that will allow members to authorize their donation 

to be debited from their checking or savings account 

on an automatic basis.   Our hope is that it will be a 

convenience for the members, as well as a way of 

stabilizing cash flows for the church.  Please watch 

for more details! 

  

As of the end of April, our year- 

 to-date contributions have 

totaled $40,805.25, and  

expenses are $47,259.38,  

which is a short-fall of $6,454.13.  

This is also represented on a graph on the bulletin 

board in the fellowship hall. 

 

Keep our seminarian James Sells and his 

fiancé  Rebecca (Becky) Flores in prayer  

for their marriage on June 12  

at St. Paul Lutheran, Hooper, NE.  

 

Becky and James are registered at Target 

and Wal-Mart. 

To those who assisted with worship, including  

Bruce Callender, Elayne Patridge, Shane Brannan, 

Lynda Pierce, Laurie Freeman, Melissa Hostick, 

Mark Gillen, Joey Peirce, Carol Mitchell, Susan 

Little, Anita Asmussen, Joan Callender, Dennis 

Storch, George Wirz, Brian Willcutt., and Bob 

Doty  

Those who prepared food for fellowship and 

those who cleaned up 

Those who brought bears for Rachelôs Day 

Those who purchased flowers for worship 

Those who prepared the gardening basket for 

Spring Fling 

Mark, Travis, Bruce, and Jim for keeping our 

grounds  

Those who gave offerings for Sierra Leone 
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 As the church council attempts to 

care for this facility and balance a 

budget we are looking at innovative 

ways to provide activity and raise a 

bit of cash. We are hosting a Church 

and Neighborhood wide Garage 

Sale on Sat. August 7. We have 

plenty of space to provide an area 

for neighbors or church members to 

set up a booth (for a donation) or to just donate ñgood 

stuffò. We will notify other churches in our area of our 

intentions and hopefully they will consider doing the 

same so we can draw a large number of people to our 

area. 

What will we do with the money?  
A long overdue need is to provide a safe playground. 

The equipment is old and dangerous for our precious 

children. So number 1, we will look into needs for safe 

play equipment and a pleasant area for children to play 

and maybe a patio space for adults. We hope to raise 

enough money to satisfy more than one need. There 

are many arenôt there? We have ideas and are listening 

to your wishes and will probably hold another town 

hall meeting before any funds are spent or designated. 

 

 

June 26    

10-1 

 

Sign up in the 

fellowship hall 

or online 

Needs: 

toilet paper, detergent, 

toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

a volunteer once or twice 

a month to assemble 

hygiene bags and/or shred 

documents.  

What can you do to help?  
Number one is tell me that you will help! I 

cannot do this by myself.  

Lynda Pierce is checking into the cost of 

the air jump for children, any group could 

take on that project and keep the funds or 

part of the funds. 

Some could offer to help the youth sell 

cold drinks, with funds going to their 

budget for convention (if they decide that 

is a good project for them).   

We will need helpers the week before the 

garage sale and definitely that day to move 

out goods and tables  

Drop off clean, not broken items. 

Preferably pre-marked 

Ask for a pick-up of same type of items. 

Gerald and Pastor have offered trucks to 

pick up items and we will probably need 

more helpers.  

Set up your own booth and offer a donation 

for table and space 

Donation instead of goods. You could 

make a general donation or specify a 

particlar need you would like to see 

identified.  

 Sign up or email Sandy Lehman at 

(msryan@suddenlink.net) that you support this 

and can help. . Remember we are also doing 

you a favoré..Now you can clean those 

overstuffed closets and have a worthwhile 

place to send your ñtreasuresò. 

 More next month on responses and 

donating clothes. Thank you for considering 

your part in this endeavor.   

Sandy Lehman A basket for your donations is in the narthex. 

Additions to our library  

of study material 

 
Dr. Kenneth Nelder has donated copies of his book, 

GodðEvolutionðNatural Selection.  Neville 

Davidson has donated The NIV, King James, and 

Living Bible translations of the Bible on cassette 

tapes.  Please feel free to use these books for your 

study.  Books are available in the fellowship hall. 

mailto:msryan@suddenlink.net
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Nobody sings quite like the 

Lutherans, and few others have 

quite so much to sing about. 

 

 If you want to see how true 

both statements are, attend a synod or 

churchwide assembly. The worship 

and singing are amazing, especially 

when accompanied by a 15-piece 

ensemble of organ, guitar, drums, 

brass and vocalists - and uplifting 

and challenging preaching. And the array of 

information about our ministries, agencies, 

programs, global outreach and mission efforts is 

dazzling. Displays, booths, handouts, 

presentations, and speakers all told the many 

stories that form the one story about ELCA and 

NT-NL Lutherans in action.  

 Clearly the highlight that will make this 

assembly memorable was the daring challenge 

Bishop Kanouse offered 

as he assessed the dying 

nature of our church - 

and offered a call to 

become a truly 

resurrected church. 

Twice he received a standing ovation for his 

ringing words. He called for a "new synod" where 

energy and resources are directed at bringing 

resources to the "front lines" (our congregations) 

and developing skilled and passionate leaders. At 

one point voting members wrote their ideas about 

what the synod should 

do (and no longer do) 

on beach balls and 

"bounce the ideas" 

around the room to 

stimulate thinking, 

dreaming and planning for the future. 

In the tiny country of Sierra Leone in West Africa, more than 70 percent 

of the population lives below the poverty line. And mothers face one of 

the highest infant mortality rates in the world. But LWR continues to 

provide the people of Sierra Leone a voice of hope, comfort and faith. 

On May 13, LWR hosted the Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Sierra Leone, Rev. Thomas J. Barnett, who offered thanks to the 

thousands of Lutherans who work all year to assemble quilts and kits for 

communities in need in Sierra Leone and around the world. 

 

Fellowship time will be more casual, serving 

sandwiches, chips, dip, and dessert.  A sign-up 

sheet for food, set-up, and clean-up is posted in 

the fellowship hall. 

Vacation Bible School will be held on July 31st.  

Our theme this year is Sonquest, a continuation of 

the rainforest program.  We will partner with 

other churches in our parish.  More information 

will be coming soon. 

We will have a garage sale on August 8th.  Sign 

up in the fellowship hall to donate goods or help 

with the sale.  We can pick up items if needed. 

Lawn care sign-up in the fellowship hall. 

Women of the Bible study will meet at 3 pm on 

the last Thursday of the month. (June 24, July 29, 

August 26) 

Stitchers will continue to meet at 1 pm on the last 

Tuesday of the month.(June 29, July 27, August 

31st) 

Adult Sunday School will continue to meet at 9 

am on Sundays. 

http://lwr.convio.net/site/R?i=FxCDJbAgBSL-OL6MWustEQ..
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NTNL Synod Emphasis for  June 

Mission Investment 

Fund 

The ELCA Mission Investment 

Fund (MIF) is a prayerful, 

practical and purposeful minis-

try of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Indi-

viduals, congregations and ELCA-related ministries pur-

chase MIF investments that earn interest at competitive 

rates. With those investments, the MIF makes loans to 

help congregations and ELCA-related ministries pur-

chase land and build, renovate and expand facilities. It's 

all for the sake of the mission we share in Christ. 

Investments: The Mission Investment Fund offers 

many fixed- and adjustable-rate investment options. 

MissionPlus is similar to a checking account, but 

with higher money-market-like rates. MissionTerm-

Select is like a certificate of deposit. MissionFu-

ture4Kidz is a gift investment for children and 

grandchildren. MIF investments can be structured 

as IRAs.   

Loans: The Mission Investment Fund offers loans 

that help build the mission and ministry of the 

church. For example, MIF provides capital funds to 

start a new congregation for a community that needs 

a place to worship ...and... loans to replace a boiler 

or expand classrooms ...and... loans to enhance ex-

isting space or accommodate a "green" initiative.  

Secure: In spite of all the global financial woes, 

MIF is stable and strong. (1) The fund has built up 

capital of more than $165 million, reflecting a net 

worth of over 25 percent of assets. That percentage 

is almost five times the amount required by regula-

tion and almost double what most banks maintain. 

(2) The fund maintains strong underwriting stan-

dards and did not engage in sub-prime lending or 

other risky loan practices. (3) The fund invests cash 

not currently required to underwrite loans in a di-

versified portfolio of highly rated, liquid, fixed-

income securities and deposit instruments. And (4) 

the fund maintains a highly efficient cost structure. 

With low operating expenses, it operates conserva-

tively -- and still provides exceptional rates and ser-

vices to investors and borrowers. In its 90-plus-year 

history, the Mission Investment Fund has always 

paid investors their principal and interest in accor-

dance with the terms of the investment.  No investor 

has ever lost a penny on a Mission Investment Fund 

investment. 

 News from the Megahans 
       Kings 17:14:  ñFor this is what  

            the LORD, the God of Israel,     

                    says:  óThe jar  of flour will not be          

                    used up and the jug of oil will not run 

dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the 

land.ôò (NIV) 

  

Friends and Partners in Ministry: 

 We greet all of you in the wonderful 

blessings of Easter and the excitement of the 

coming celebration of Pentecost. We thank God in 

the Name of Jesus for each and every one of you, 

for your prayers, your correspondence and 

support.  Truly our óflour has not been finished nor 

has our jar of oil run dry,ò to paraphrase I Kings 

17:14.  Godôs faithfulness has continued through 

your encouragement, prayer and giving. 

 Our task is not finished.  There is still work 

to be done for finishing the Old Testament 

translation into Kalanga, and then combining the 

just-printed New Testament with the Old 

Testament so that the Kalanga have a complete 

Bible.  In addition, Michael is helping organize 

new projects in the area and is busy training local 

translators for these projects.   

 We still have about 1½ years left before 

coming to the States to visit each of you.  Please 

pray for strength to work this year, and,  even 

now, begin planning for our visit in your homes 

and congregations.  We will return for one more 

term after that so as to bring to completion this 

ministry. 

 There are big changes in the Kalanga Bible 

Translation Project, so we ask for your prayers: 

Finding a replacement translator following the 

death of our long-term translator, Rev. Philip 

Mothetho, Bishop 

Finding new offices, as the ones we are using 

are no longer physically safe (old building ready 

to collapse) 

Our personal well-being 

 Again, thank you, and we look forward to 

a long-term partnership so that the Kalanga and 

many other people of Botswana have the Bible in 

their heart-language. 

In Christ, 

Michael and Jo Ann Megahan 

Lutheran Bible Translators for the Kalanga of 

Botswana, southern Africa 
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Peter and Paul,  

Apostles and Martyrs  

29 June  
 On 29 June we commemorate the 

martyrdoms of both 

apostles. The date is the 

anniversary of a day around 

258, under the Valerian 

persecution, when what 

were believed to be the 

remains of the two apostles 

were both moved 

temporarily to prevent them 

from falling into the hands 

of the persecutors.  

 Although the Scriptures do not record the 

deaths of Peter or Paul, or indeed any of the 

Apostles except for James the son of Zebedee, 

from an early date it has been said that they were 

martyred at Rome at the command of the 

Emperor Nero, and buried there. As a Roman 

citizen, Paul would probably have been 

beheaded with a sword. It is said of Peter that he 

was crucified head downward.  

 St. Augustine writes that both apostles 

share the same feast day, for these two were one; 

and even though they suffered on different days, 

they were as one. Peter went first, and Paul 

followed. And so we celebrate this day made 

holy for us by the apostles' blood. Let us 

embrace what they believed, their life, their 

labors, their sufferings, their preaching, and their 

confession of faith.  

The Birth of John the Baptist  

24 June   
 According to the Jewish histo-

rian Josephus, John the Baptist was a 

Jewish preacher in the time of Pontius 

Pilate (AD 26-36). He called the people 

to repentance and to a renewal of their 

covenant relation with God. He was im-

prisoned and eventually put to death by 

Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great, 

who was king when Jesus was born) for 

denouncing Herod's marriage to 

Herodias, the wife of his still-living 

brother Philip. In order to marry Herodias, Herod di-

vorced his first wife, the daughter of King Aretas of 

Damascus, who subsequently made war on Herod, a 

war which, Josephus tells us, was regarded by devout 

Jews as a punishment for Herod's murder of the 

prophet John.  

 Luke begins his Gospel by describing an aged, 

devout, childless couple, the priest Zechariah and his 

wife Elizabeth. As Zechariah is serving in the Temple, 

he sees the angel Gabriel, who tells him that he and his 

wife will have a son who will be a great prophet, and 

will go before the Lord "like Elijah." (The Jewish tra-

dition had been that Elijah would herald the coming of 

the Messiah = Christ = Annointed = Chosen of God.) 

Zechariah went home, and his wife conceived. About 

six months later, Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary, 

a kinswoman of Elizabeth, and told her that she was 

about to bear a son who would be called Son of the 

Most High, a king whose kingdom would never end. 

Thus Elizabeth gave birth to John, and Mary gave 

birth six months later to Jesus.  

 After describing the birth of John, Luke says 

that he grew, and "was in the wilderness until the day 

of his showing to Israel." All of the gospels tell us that 

John preached and baptized beside the Jordan river, in 

the wilderness of Judea. He called on his hearers to 

repent of their sins, be baptized, amend their lives, and 

prepare for the coming of the Kingship of God. He 

spoke of one greater than himself who was to come 

after. Jesus came to be baptized, and John told some of 

his disciples, "This is the man I spoke of."  

 John is the last voice of the Old Covenant, the 

close of the Age of Law. Jesus is the first voice of the 

New Covenant, the beginning of the Age of Grace. 

Accordingly, John is born to an elderly, barren 

woman, born when it is really too late for her to be 

having a child, while Jesus is born to a 

young virgin, born when it is really too early 

for her to be having a child. John is an-

nounced (and conceived) at the autumnal 

equinox, when the leaves are dying and fal-

ling from the trees. Jesus is announced (and 

conceived) at the vernal equinox, when the 

green buds are bursting forth on the trees and 

there are signs of new life everywhere. John 

is born when the days are longest, and from 

his birth on they grow steadily shorter. Jesus 

is born when the days are shortest, and from 

his birth on they grow steadily longer. John 

speaks truly when he says of Jesus, "He must in-

crease, but I must decrease."  
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P a g e  9  
G l a d  T i d i n g s Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

30 
The Holy Trinity 

Jim and 

Lynda Pierce 

31 
The Visitation 
Memorial Day 

observed 
Office closed  

  

1 
  

2 
  

3 
Committee 

reports due 

 Laurie 

Freeman 

4 
  

5 
  

6 
2nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Noon Exec 

Committee 

Jane Bolstad 

Doug Holley  

7 
  

8 

Taylor 

McCall, Matt 

Walker 

9 

Will Gillen  

Dale and 

Susan Little 

10 
  

11 
St. Barnabas, 

Apostle 
  

12 
Wedding of 

James Sells and 

Becky Flores 

Jane 

Clausen 

13 
3rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Packets ready for 

Council 
  
  

14 
Flag Day 

15 
11:30 

Senior Luncheon 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

Vance Gault 
  

16 

Bruce 

Callender, Bob 

Doty, Pam 

Sagebiel, Dennis 

Storch 

Barbara 

Doty 

Pam Sagebiel  

17 
7 pm 

Council 
  

Birth of John the 

Baptist 

18 
  

19 
  

20 
4th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Fatherôs Day 

  

21 
  

22 
  

23 

Gerald 

Crenwelge 

24 
3 pm 

Women of the 

Bible study  

25 
The 

Presentation of 

the Augsburg 

Confession 
  

26 
10-1 

Summer Blood 

Drive 

Jessica 

Williams 

27 
5th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Duane Oaks, 

Jr. 

28 
  

29 
1 pm 

Shawl Ministry 
St. Peter and 

St. Paul, Apostles 
  

30     
  

  


