
 

cern for the environment is shaped 

by the Word of God spoken in crea-

tion, the Love of God hanging on a 

cross, and the Breath of God daily 

renewing the face of the earth. 

Your Social Ministry and Worship 

Committees will help center our 

vision, hope and justice in sustain-

ing all that God created as a gift to 

uséand those who come after us.

 Caring for Godôs Creation 

is both a follow-up to Creation 

Sunday as well as an engaging day 

to gather practical tips and plans for 

Christians to be good stewards of 

creation; water and energy conser-

vation; and the four-Rôs of creation 

stewardship: reuse, reduce, recycle 

and rethink. On Saturday, July 11, 

9AM to 1PM at Gloria Dei, join 

with other congregations and the 

public to become an improved 

steward for creation. More details 

will be shared in bulletins and on 

our web site. Make a commitment 

to come and learn!  

 Now I take you back a bit, 

and talk about the last two Sundays 

in May when both days included 

Affirmation of Baptism in worship: 

on May 24, to receive new mem-

bers Doug and Jeanne Holley and 

Sheila OôDonnell, and on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 31, to confirm 

Melissa Hostick. Why use the Af-

firmation of Baptism liturgy for 

such different occasions?  Evan-

gelical Lutheran Worship added 

From the Pastorôs  

Glad Tidings of  

Pentecost 
The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed which, when 

sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seed on 

earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 

greatest of all shrubs and puts forth large branches, so that 

the birds of the air can make nests in its shade/  Mark 4:30 

Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 Three future events are most 

worthy of your support and partici-

pation: Spring Fling; Creation Sun-

day; and Caring for Godôs Creation. 

As I hope you already know, Spring 

Fling is an annual event offered by 

Lutherans in this area to financially 

support all four outreach programs 

of LSSS (Lutheran Social Services 

of the South). And I hope you al-

ready know at least by name their 

four programs: Neighborhood 

House, Health for Friends Clinic, 

the LSS foster care/adoption pro-

gram and Wedgewood South As-

sisted Living. 

If you have not already pur-

chased your ticket to attend this fun 

event, do it now! And attend ï Fri-

day, June 5, at McPherson Cellars 

in the Depot Entertainment District 

downtown Lubbock, 5:30 ï 8:30 

pm. Advance tickets are $30, in-

stead of $35 at the door. Great food, 

entertainment, auction items, and 

fellowship await you. Your fun eve-

ning continues as our shared out-

reach to all folks in the South 

Plains. 

On Sunday, June 21, our 

worship focus is ñCreation,ò even 

to the point of calling the day Crea-

tion Sunday. Why? Christian con-
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to CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  
to BUILD a nurturing community of faith 
and service, and  
to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.  

May  2009 

greatly to our understanding of 

baptismal life, with encourage-

ment to give THANKS for bap-

tism at any worship event, add-

ing a WELCOME to Baptism 

liturgy, and encouraging our 

use of the Affirmation of Bap-

tism for at least four different 

occasion: as part of the process 

o f  fo rmat ion  in  fa i t h 

(confirmation); at the time of 

beginning oneôs participation in 

a faith community (new mem-

bers); as a sign of renewed par-

ticipation in the life of the 

church (renewed or returning 

members); and at the time of a 

significant life passage (many 

opportunities here!). I love 

these additional opportunities to 

corporately remember the mo-

ment God claimed and named 

us in our baptism! Pretty awe-

some.     

My brothers and sisters, 

we have many ways to CELE-

BRATE the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to BUILD a nur-

turing community of faith and 

service, and to WITNESS that 

faith in our daily life. May we 

be faithful disciples of our cru-

cified and risen Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ.  

       In His love, 

  Pastor Craig   
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MINUTES  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Council 

Meeting 

May 21, 2009 
Present: Gerald Crenwelge, Pastor Craig Sagebiel, 

Lynda Pierce, Dennis Storch, Dick Weddige, Jim 

Freeman, Robert Doty. Meeting called to order at 7:04 

P.M. Devotion by Pastor Craig 

March meeting minutes reviewed: Motion/2nd. 

Approved as presented. 

Treasurerôs reports for March and April presented: 

Info item- $6200 transferred from Thrivent holding 

account to Building/Maintenance Reserve account; 

transfer more accurately reflects balances in both 

accounts for specific purposes of the accounts. April 

report reflects status of funds after transfers. 

Motion/2nd- to receive Treasurerôs reports. Motion 

carried. 

Pastorôs reports presented: Motion/2nd- to receive 

transfers of Sheila OôDonnell and Doug/Jeanne 

Holley by reaffirmation of baptism; Motion carried. 

Motion/2nd- to approve confirmation of Melissa 

Hostick; Motion carried. 

Committee reports received: 

Education- 3-day vacation bible school to be offered 

at Shepherd King. Lynda Pierce will be involved by 

attending their meetings. 

Property- Contractor engaged/door ordered for 

sanctuary (front exit). 

Social Ministry- tentative date (July) for workshop 

by Merle Franke on environmental/ògreenò issues; 

Thrivent chapter may have funds that can be tapped 

to help with travel expenses for Franke and fellow 

presentors. 

New Business: 

Insurance program renewal due by 6/1/09; quotes 

have been submitted by Church Mutual (current 

carrier) and Shropshire Agency (for Guide One). 

Coverages appear similar, but more info is needed to 

insure that they are comparable. 

Info item: Purchasing co-op proposal thru Texas 

Shared Church Service; Gloria Dei will use this 

service to try to reduce costs of office supplies. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:01 P.M. 

Meeting closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Doty 

Secretary 

Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

Ramp Builders Keep on Rollinô! 
On May 1, 15, & 16 the ramp builders were busy 

again!  On May 1st, Gerald Crenwelge led fellow 

team members Bill Keibler (Slaton), and Pam 

Sagebiel in adding handrails to an existing ramp 

for a client in Slaton.  The crew returned on May 

15, joined by the clientôs son, Clarence, to repair 

the porch landing and also add rails to it. 

 Then on May 16, Gerald led another team 

in building a ramp for a client in Morton.  Thanks 

to Travis Casler, Pr. Mike Holmes and Dean 

Sanders (St. Paul, Levelland), and two of Geraldôs 

friends from work, the Lubbock chapter of the 

Texas Ramp Project completed ramp number eight 

and provided freedom for another homebound 

person in the Lubbock-area! 

 If you are interested in joining a team, sign-

up sheets are on the bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall.  NO EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY!  We will be installing two ramps in 

Floydada on June 27, so there will be a need for 

additional hands.  Come join the fun and watch the 

client roll down the completed ramp for the first 

time!  Once you do, youôll keep coming back! 

   

Sheila OôDonnell 

Jeanne Holley 

Doug Holley 
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Fling 

June 5        5:30-8:30 
McPherson Cellars   
1615 Texas Avenue 

Fundraiser for local Lutheran Social Service 
agencies   

Neighborhood House, Health for Friends, 
Wedgewood South  

 Foster Care/Adoption Program 
Dress is business casual 

The Cooperative Parish of Gloria Dei, St. Paul, 

and 

 Shepherd King Lutheran Church invite you to 

 

Journeys of Faith 

Vacation Bible  

School 
 

We will celebrate and  

develop a deeper  

understanding of faith  

as we learn about the 40th anniversary of the 

historical Apollo moon landing. 

Monday July, 20-Wednesday, July 22 

Creation Sunday    June 21st 
 

Workshop    July 11th 

Looking for Information?  

2009 Church Directory is available 

 in the narthex.  Please notify 

 the church office of  

any corrections. 

A Historical Perspective of the 

Bible 

taught by  
Dr. Travis Casler 

Sundays at 9 am 

David Payne Drama in Association with Family 

Life Radio present ñThe Lion, the Witch, and 

the Wardrobeò Sunday, May 

31st, 2009 7:00 PM. First 

Church of the Nazarene, 6110 

Chicago Ave. Advance: $10 

Adult, $7 Age 10 and under. 

At the Door: $15 Adult, $10 

Age 10 and under. Tickets 

available at First Church of the Nazarene, 

www.itickets.com, and area bookstores. For 

more information, call 806-794-1675 or visit 

www.davidpaynedrama.com. 

Ldkhrr` Aqnnjd Gnrshbj 
A`oshydc: 12/31/95  Bnmehqldc 5/31/09 

This poem was written by Melissa as an entry 
into a school competition; it is a finalist in her 
age group 

  Id`kntrx 
 Jealousy is a candle.  
 First it stands tall 
 And strong. 
 But once lit, 
 It just starts to melt away. 
 You are left 
 With a burnt wick, 
 And another mess 
 To clean up. 
 Jealousy is when your mother 
 Never taught you 
 Not to play with matches. 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/40th/firstFootprint.html
http://www.itickets.com/
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Dear Friends in the NT-NL Synod: 

 + Grace and peace be unto you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. +  

 

ñLittle children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action" I John 3:18  

 

 DiscipleLife University was at the center of our Synod Assembly this year and what a day it was! By 

all accounts the voting members and at least 50 additional visitors participated in a day of learning, growing, 

and celebrating the community of the faith. Modeled around the six DiscipleLife goals, the different classes 

afforded us a chance to grow in our personal DiscipleLife while learning about the work of the wider church in 

DiscipleLife.  

 A great deal of additional energy was focused on the Recommendations of the ELCA Task Force on 

Human Sexuality. Our assembly voted to memorialize the ELCA Churchwide Assembly to approve the 

recommended Social Statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust. Regarding the recommendations of the Task 

Force on rostering decisions, we memorialized the ELCA Churchwide Assembly to change the rules of 

procedure so that it will take 2/3rds of the voting members to approve any changes in policies regarding sexual 

matters for ordained and other rostered leaders. In regard to a resolution to memorialize the Churchwide 

Assembly to reject the Task Force recommendations, our assembly followed the guidance of the committee 

Northern Texas - Northern Louisiana Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Godôs work. Our hands. 

DiscipleLife: Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus for Reference and Council that we not consider it. Thus, 

our assembly was silent on this matter in communicating to the Churchwide Assembly.  

 A highlight of the assembly was the music of various musicians from Preston Meadow Lutheran 

Church, Plano (Prs. Art Going and Paul Mussachio) plus the music of Lost and Found. We really enjoyed 

their Lutherans Song (google itéitôs fun to hear) and a Saturday evening concert that was full of fun, great 

music and some dancing in the aisles.  

 Kelly Fryer gave two keynotes, spoke at a DLU class, and preached opening worship. She focused our 

attention on the world and our witness to the world through our faith in Jesus Christ. She inspired us to leave 

the building and speak the words of resurrection grace. God depends on people, the likes of us, to make things 

happen in the world. God has chosen us. We are sent. She was truly inspiring and moving. The highlight for 

me was the video that told the story of our service project to support Relief Kits for Lutheran Disaster 

Response, organized by Bp. Assistant Pr. Nancy Fisher.  

 Voting members and guests plus the 55 youth from the LYO Convo participated in preparing over 

10,000 Relief Kits (!) plus the basics for about another 10,000 that will be completed by volunteers! This was 

a tremendous response and it only took 1.5 hours to produce this many kits. You could undertake the same 

project in your congregations if you would choose to do so. This project demonstrated Johnôs words: ñLittle 

children, let us love not in word or speech, but in truth and action (I John 3:18).ò The kits we made left for 

the New Orleans area on Monday, the day after the assembly and are already being distributed to people who 

are in need. When we put our words into action, the Church is alive in the world and we live the love of Christ.  

 It was a great weekend for the Church in Northern Texas, Northern Louisiana, southern Oklahoma 

(Durant), and eastern New Mexico (Clovis). May the spirit of DiscipleLife that was shown forth this weekend 

carry us to our homes and into the world as we tell the story, again and again, of the living, redeeming love of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Let us pray: Your Church gathers in assembly to worship, learn, conduct business, search the 

scriptures and stretch the hearts of people of faith. By your will, Gracious God, may the Spirit that infected the 

hearts of many this past weekend sustain and enliven your Church in this place and around the world, for the 

sake of Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.  

Grace and Peace in Christ,  

Kevin S. Kanouse, Bishop 

A Summary of the NTNL Synod Assembly 
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The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America has long been 

a leader in promoting ecumenical 

relationships among the various 

Christian denominations.  We 

show ï by our words and our 

deeds ï that we truly believe in the 

pursuit of Jesusô prayer that ñthey 

all be oneñ (John 17:21).  Nowhere 

is this ecumenical spirit more evi-

dent than in the Full Communion 

agreements that have been enacted 

within the last few years.  The 

ELCA has entered into agreements 

with the Episcopal Church (1999), 

the Moravian Church (1999), the 

Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

(1997), the Reformed Church in 

America (1997), and the United 

Church of Christ (1997).   

More recently the ELCA and the 

United Methodist Church (UMC) 

have entered into an Interim Eu-

charistic Sharing agreement 

(2005) that is a precursor to enter-

ing into a Full Communion part-

nership.  The interim agreement is 

the result of dialogs that began 

already in 1977, covering such 

topics as baptism, Holy Commun-

ion, ministry, and the role of bish-

ops.  The ongoing dialogs have 

come together in a Full Commun-

ion proposal that is described in 

the study guide: Confessing Our 

Faith Together.  Full Communion 

is characterized by a common 

confessing of the Christian faith, a 

mutual recognition of the validity 

of each otherôs sacraments of 

Baptism and Communion, a rec-

ognition of each otherôs or-

dained ministers, a common 

commitment to evangelism, 

witness and service, and a 

means of common decision-

making on issues of faith and 

life. 

To help promote the 

worldwide ecumenical wit-

ness, the ELCA is involved 

both inter-denominationally 

(among Christian faiths) and 

within inter-faith dialogs 

(among the world religions).  

The ELCA is a member of the 

Lutheran World Federation, 

the World Council of 

Churches, and the National 

Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the U.S.A.   

Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

June Synod Emphasis                 Ecumenical Ministries 

Godôs WorkðOur Hands  

 Like many South American capital cities, Lima has 

enjoyed an increase in tourism, and with it an urban 

renewal that celebrates the cultural appeal of the city 

center. But as you move out into the city's perimeters, the 

colonial architecture and museum galleries give way to 

desert shantytowns. These arid, rough and tumble villages 

are home to half of the city's population. Many families are 

transplants from mountain highlands. They've come to the 

city looking for work -- and have been unsuccessful in 

finding it.  

 Many families try to eke out a living as subsistence 

farmers, but because of the unpredictable climate, drought 

often makes this difficult. Extreme poverty is the norm in 

these shantytowns -- and unfortunately for the children, 

malnourishment often comes part and parcel with the 

lifestyle. It is here that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, in partnership with the ILEP (Peruvian 

Evangelical Lutheran Church), has opened soup kitchens at 

four congregations in Lima.  

 Focusing on children between the critical ages of 2 

and 12 years old, the kitchens provide a glass of milk for 

each school child every day, in addition to assisting the 

cafeteria programs with resources and nutritious meals, 

school aid, and Sunday School Bible study 

activities. The free meals, and at the 

minimum, a glass of milk, provide enough 

protein to stave off malnutrition and the 

danger of contracting tuberculosis during the 

children's formative years. 

 While there are other soup kitchens in 

the poorest part of the city, the kitchens and 

social services provided in part by the ELCA 

focus primarily on serving children -- who 

often are the last to eat when the family lacks 

enough food. Many of the children who 

benefit are the sons and daughters of single 

mothers who work all day long to try to keep 

their families together, sheltered, and fed.  

http://www.elca.org/ecumenical
http://www.elca.org/ecumenical
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Bilateral-Conversations/Lutheran-United-Methodist.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Bilateral-Conversations/Lutheran-United-Methodist.aspx
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MORE YOU CAN DO  

TO  

CARE FOR GODôS 

CREATION 

 
Howôd you do last month on changing some of the 

little things you do every day?  Did you make a 

conscious effort to turn off lights or other electrical 

items when not in use? Did you look for less energy-

consuming alternate methods of cooking or doing 

laundry? 

 Are you ready to learn more about what you 

can do to be a good steward of Godôs Creation?  If so, 

you wonôt want to miss the Caring for Godôs 

Creation workshop scheduled for July 11, 2009 

from 9am to 1pm at Gloria Dei.  You will have the 

opportunity to learn from various presenters on 

practical ways to conserve Godôs valuable resources 

through conservation and recycling.   You might even 

learn how to conserve another valuable resource, 

your money! Listed below are some of the topics to 

be presented: 

1. Our Christian responsibility to be good 

stewards of Godôs Creation 

2. Tips for water conservation inside and out 

3. Tips for energy conservation at home and on 

the road 

4.  Reuse, reduce, recycle (and rethink) 

5. Activities for children 

Until then, here are more tips for saving Godôs 

valuable resourceséand yours! 

Recycle anything you can. To 

make recycling convenient, place 

labeled recycle containers near 

existing trash cans.  Sort recyclable 

materials at the time to make 

separation easier when taking to recycling drop-off 

locations.  Recycle kitchen scraps, leaves, and grass 

clippings by creating a composter in your backyard.  

Instructions for an inexpensive composter can be 

found at: http://organicgardening.about.com/od/

compost/a/cancomposter.htm. 

Conserve energy.  Consider installing a 

programmable thermostat so that you donôt 

have to remember to adjust the thermostat 

when you are away during the day, or 

asleep at night. Lower the temperature 

setting on your water heater to 110 

degrees.  Plug the energy leaks in your home - seal 

leaks around windows and doors yourself with 

weatherstripping or caulk available at your local 

hardware store.  Cover windows with insulated 

draperies to keep heat in during winter and out 

during summer. Consider awnings on the outside of 

your windows- they are about 50 percent more 

efficient than indoor drapes, because they stop the 

sun before it  even hits the glass.  Install ceiling 

fans (EnergyStar fans use 50% less energy than 

others) to keep air circulating and create a ñwind 

chill effectò making it feel cooler than it is.  In the 

winter, switch the rotation direction to draw warm 

air down. 

Reduce water use. Take showers not 

baths. Replace regular shower heads with 

low flow shower heads that can be turned 

off while you lather up. Replace older 

toilets with those that flush on 1.5 gallons 

of water or less. If it isn't possible to replace, then 

place a brick or water-filled plastic jug in the tank 

to reduce the amount of water used in each flush. 

Capture and save "gray" water for watering plants 

inside and out.  Soapy water can have a dual 

purpose for garden plants ï it helps deter bugs as 

well as water the plants.  While loading the 

dishwasher, turn off the faucet between rinsing 

dishes. 

 Plan on attending the workshop on July 11, 

to learn more useful tips on Caring for Godôs 

Creation. 

To those who assisted 

with worship Bob Doty, 

Elayne Patridge, Bruce 

Callender, Melissa 

Hostick, Joey Pierce, 

Donna Perry, Carol 

Mitchell, Barbara Doty, Joan Calendar, Susan Little, 

Dennis Storch,  George Wirz, Brian Willcutt, and 

Shane Brannan 

Those who brought food for fellowship, and those 

on ñclean-upò for fellowship  

Dennis Storch for the ñAlleluiaò window 

To Sheila, Craig, Gerald, Mark, Bruce, and 

George for taking care of our property 

Mark Gillen for installing the new flooring. 

http://organicgardening.about.com/od/compost/a/cancomposter.htm
http://organicgardening.about.com/od/compost/a/cancomposter.htm
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9 am Sunday 
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Com Reports 
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SPRING 
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9 
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Williams 
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29 

St. Peter and 

St. Paul, 

Apostles 

  

30 

7 pm 
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Celebrating Pentecost in the Home 

by MaryJane Pierce Nortom  

On Sunday, May 31, 2009, Christian churches celebrate Pentecost. For Christians, Pentecost occurs fifty days 

after Easter. On that day, the church celebrates the happenings recorded in the New Testament Book of Acts, 

chapter 2. Notice when you go into church, the changes in colors in the sanctuary. Red is the color of Pentecost, 

and it signifies the tongues of flames seem over the heads of those praying together. The Scripture also tells us 

that the sound of the blowing of a violent wind filled the house where they were praying. In addition to the color 

red, churches often display tongues of flame and symbols of the wind on banners and posters. 

In Scripture, we read that the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to go into the streets telling of 

Jesus to all those they met. Following Peter's sermon, many were baptized; and the church began to grow. 

Because of this, we call Pentecost, "the birthday of the church." 

In our families, we may have elaborate celebrations of Christmas and Easter, but fail to celebrate Pentecost. 

However, without Pentecost, we wouldn't have the church. It is worthwhile to spend time in family devotions 

and celebrations for this church holy day that helps us remember how the church began. 

What can you do in your family to celebrate Pentecost? 

Read together Acts 2:1-40. Ask each family member to tell of one thing he or she will try to remember from 

the Scripture reading. 

Make a Pentecost cake to celebrate the birth of the church. Tint icing red and decorate. Place candles in 

clusters to symbolize the flames. 

Enjoy wind activities together. Make and fly a kite. Sit outside at dusk and feel the wind on your faces. 

Visit an older member of your church. Ask your church friend to tell you about memories of how your 

church started, of memories of Sunday school, and of memories of people who were important to his or her faith 

formation. 

ÅÅÅÅÅÅ  
MaryJane Pierce Norton (mnorton@gbod.org) is Associate General Secretary for Discipleship Ministries at the General Board of Discipleship. 


