
veiled by Thrivent Financial for Lu-

therans, is up and running. In fact, the 

first Voting Event is now open to 

ALL Thrivent members. From April 

19 through May 21, members can 

vote to help distribute $1 million 

among ten Lutheran and non-

Lutheran organizations. If more than 

350,000 members (just 15% of mem-

bership) vote, Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans will distribute a bonus $1 

million to these national charities. 

Take just five minutes and help what's 

important to you. I voted online in 

less than 5 minutes, really simple. Or, 

you can use the reply card in the cur-

rent Thrivent magazine. 

  Thrivent Choice lets you help 

choose where some of Thrivent Fi-

nancial's charitable outreach funds go 

by participating in occasional Voting 

Events and by directing Choice Dol-

larsSM. The Choice Dollars component 

will launch this summer. Eligible 

benefit members will receive a letter 

with details on how to participate in 

Choice Dollars. 
 My brothers and sisters, we 

have many ways to CELEBRATE the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing community of 

faith and service, and to WITNESS 

that faith in our daily life. May we be 

faithful disciples of our crucified and 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.                                     

In His love,  

 Pastor Craig 

From the Pastorôs  
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Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

good news, without using words. 

Thanks to all of you for mak-

ing our Lenten Journey (of Stones!) 

so meaningful, leading us into and 

through an awesome Holy Week, and 

then to a marvelous celebration 

Easter morning. 

Many of you have shared 

positive comments on the Journey of 

Stones series used through Lent. It 

was an amazing experience, not only 

at Gloria Dei but throughout the Co-

operative Parish, that we shared. The 

symbolism of stones to our sins, and 

laying those sins at the foot of the 

cross each week, helped us literally 

feel lighter, knowing that Jesus has 

taken that burden from each of us. 

A special thanks to Lynda 

Pierce for an outstanding job arrang-

ing the ñaround the world with 

ELCA missionariesò programs and 

meals that preceded worship each 

Wednesday. Of course, many others 

assisted with the meals, and each 

week was tasty, interesting and abun-

dant. 

Please do all you can to join 

us for an extra special Celebration 

Worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 

23. This first RED Sunday of the 

church year will include a powerful 

Holy Spirit outpouring through lots 

of red geraniums, Holy Baptism, Af-

firmation of Baptism (aka Confirma-

tion), Holy Communion and the 

Blessing and Dedication of a beauti-

ful gift for our worship space. It 

promises to be a great day for us to 

see and hear tangible signs of Godôs 

love and grace. What a way to end 

the Easter season.  

  Thrivent Choice, the new 

concept of charitable outreach un-G
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May  2010 

Altar Flowers  
 

Bring  beauty into our sanctuary 

Bring glory to God 

Honor our family and friends 

If you would like to sponsor flowers 

for  May 2, 9, or 16, please sign up in 

the fellowship hall. Envelopes are 

provided.  The cost is $20/Sunday (a 

real bargain!)  The church takes care 

of arrangements for the flowers.   
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http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDj6QapLYVYAkPSjzbkF/SIG=12pugt49f/EXP=1269535610/**http%3a/www.dailyclipart.net/wp-content/uploads/medium/clipart0136.jpg
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Highlights of the April 15 

 Church Council Meeting 

Sandy Lehman to fill Council vacancy and serve 

as liaison to Social Ministry. 

Green Team prepared ñResurrection Eggsò from 

mainly recycled materials.  Education sponsored 

an Easter Egg Hunt after worship 

Worship and Music 

 -Changes to the bulletinðPsalm will be   

 printed every week. 

 -Budget to Expenditures discussed 

 -Setting One liturgy will be used during 

 Pentecost season 

 -Purchasing items for childrenôs area 

 discussed. 

Bishop Tom Barnett from Sierra Leone will visit 

on April 29th.  At 6:30, we will eat hamburgers 

and sides; Shepherd King and ULM, will 

provide desserts. Presentation at 7 

Financial statements mailed with a letter from 

Gerald Crenwelge, president, enclosed. 

Our offering at the Synod Assembly will be 

$500. 

Heating/Air Conditioning unit installed.  Rose 

window lighting completed. 

 

Sunday School 

Bible Study 
Led by Dr. Travis Casler 

Sunday mornings 9 am 

The class, which began one year ago, is currently 

studying 2 Samuel with emphasis on the Davidic 

Kingdom.  The goal of the class is to understand 

the basic message of each book in the Bible, its 

historical message and application to our lives 

today.  All are welcome! 
 

Thursday Bible Study 

2 pm  

May 13th and 27th 
  

Abigail was the wife of Nabal. 

She is described as intelligent 

and beautiful while Nabal was 

rich, mean and surly in his 

dealings. Abigail's intelligence and discernment 

saved her family from destruction. 

 

Woman of Endor 

The Witch of Endor was a woman who called up 

the ghost of the recently deceased prophet Samuel, 

at the demand of King Saul of the Kingdom of 

Israel in the First Book of Samuel. 

 

Bathsheba  

King David committed adultery with her and then 

had her husband killed.  The child born in adultery 

died After her husband was slain she was married 

to David and became the mother of Solomon.  She 

took a prominent part in securing the succession of 

Solomon to the throne.  

TIMEðSign up to keep our grounds maintained 

during the summer months 

TALENTðLectors and  

Assisting Ministers are  

needed.   Sign up in the  

fellowship hall 

FINANCIALðLook for  

your quarterly financial  

contribution statement. 

Blessings For You 
- © 2010 All rights reserved Tish 

There are many blessings in this shawl I made for you, 

It starts with a prayer and some yarn (with a lot of help from the Lord too), 

As hours go by and your shawl has grown, 

I pray all the prayers and blessings for you and hope you will have known, 

That someone cares and thinks of you, 

Like the Lord above and me too. 

There are a lot of blessings in this shawl I made for you, 

It ends with a prayer and some yarn and gifted with blessings anew. 

From the Lord and me and delivered to you. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry May 25th 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endor_(village)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_(Bible)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_the_King
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_(united_kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_(united_kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/david.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/adultery.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/david.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/solomon.html
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Bring  new or gently used stuffed animals to the 

front pews so they may  

absorb the Word and prayers. 

 

Open our eyes, God, 

so that we may see the value of all Godôs children 

and so that we may together plan for their safety and 

protection. 

Open our ears, God, 

so that we may hear the cries of youth suffering from 

hunger and malnutrition and so that we may together 

plan for their feeding and sustenance. 

Open our hearts, God, 

so that we may feel the powerlessness of teens 

struggling to succeed in homes plagued with apathy, 

division, anger, and hopelessness, and so that 

we may help provide words of comfort, paths of 

power, and courage for their successful journey to 

adulthood. 

Open our lips, God, 

so that we may boldly confront racism and sexism 

and may together bring about the unity in diversity 

necessary for our babiesô growth and wholeness. 

Open our minds, God, 

and purge away individualism, negative pride, and 

superior attitudes. And help us to understand that each 

and every child of God is given bountiful gifts regard-

less of color, gender, or race. 

Open our arms, God, 

so that we may welcome children whose parents are 

incarcerated, absent from the home, or struggling with 

addiction. And help us, together, to provide them with 

the love, strength, and stability needed to run this race 

of life. 

 

Open us, God,  

so that we may feel the breath of your spirit; 

Open us, God,  

so that we may feel the power of your majesty;  

Open us, God,  

so that together we may be strengthened  

to bring about human liberation and wholeness  

for our children.  

S pr ing 

F ling  
Friday May 21        5:30-8:30 

McPherson Cellars   

1615 Texas Avenue 

Admission $30 in advance 

$35 at the door 

Live music provided by Kenny Maines 

and friends 

Sponsorships, event  and quilt drawing ticket 

sales will begin April 18.  Our goal is to raise 

at least $50,000 to assist Neighborhood 

House provide essential living assistance to 

the needy, health care through Health for 

Friends Clinic to those who cannot afford it, 

assistance to Wedgewood South, the LSSS 

assisted living facility, and provide clothing, 

etc. for the Foster Care/Adoption 

Program.  Thrivent Financial is also 

supporting this venture.  See Pam Sagebiel or 

Bruce Callendar  for tickets. 

 Please consider how God has blessed 

you and how you can support this important 

mission.  
 

Our Bears Carry Prayers  

Rachelôs Day                     May 2nd 

Hear Bishop Tom Barnett 

 

 
from our sister synod in Sierra Leone 

April 29 

(volcanic ash permitting) 
6:30  hamburgers  
7:00  conversation 

Free-will offering will be taken 



G l a d  T i d i n g s Godôs WorkðOur Hands P a g e  4  

Haiti ï a reflection from Florida  

 Lots of exciting things are happening with the 

Haitian relief effort! Louis Dorvilier, Director of 

ELCA Disaster Response, is in Haiti right now work-

ing with the pastors of Eglise Lutherienne dôHaiti 

(Lutheran Church of Haiti). It is a model for how ac-

companiment can work on a grand scale. They are set-

ting priorities together and working together to carry 

out a plan that is sustainable in the long term. And 

working to meet the immediate needs of the people in 

spite of the overwhelming situation. All of the Haitian 

pastors and people I have spoken to are all very clear, 

they want sustainable change for the long term this 

time. They are tired of so many organizations who do 

not get past immediate aid, and do not work to change 

life through sustainable solutions. So often things are 

looked at through the eyes of what we would want vs. 

what Haitians need to rebuild a better life for genera-

tions. 

 So much of what we learned in (our Hunger 

work)  is applicable to Haiti.  In seeing close up what 

those World Hunger and Disaster Response funds sup-

port, there isnôt a better way to truly make an imprint 

on this planet for generations to come. God is good. 

May He richly bless you all in your work! 

Mary Delasin, Florida-Bahamas Synod  
Mary Delasin is one of the Synod Hunger Leaders in Florida-Bahamas 

Synod.  This Synod has been instrumental in the Haiti Earthquake response as the 

companion along with the ELCA of the Lutheran Church of Haiti.   

Our Lenten Offering  $622 

Haitian Relief  /Texas Ramp Project Lubbock 

To those who assisted with worship, 

including Elayne Patridge, Bruce 

Callender, Shane Brannan,  Brian 

Willcutt, Laurie Freeman, Melissa 

Hostick, Mark Gillen, Donna Perry, 

Lynda Pierce, Carol Mitchell, Susan Little, Barbara 

Doty, and especially to Bob Doty for leading our ser-

vices on April 11th and 25th. 

Those who brought offerings for Sierra Leone 

Those who make cookies for the Synod Assembly 

Those who brought stuffies for Rachelôs Day. 

Those who shared food and cleaned up after fel-

lowship 

Those who helped to prepare our facility and 

grounds for Holy Week and Easter 

Please email (or call) Sandy Lehman if you would 

like to be on this committee and or would like to 

help out with certain projects.  Or, just let her 

know about current projects you have under con-

trol (especially if you need extra help). What pro-

jects would you like to make sure we keep, what 

would you like to see added and/or what would 

you like to see dropped? We can meet in cyber-

space via email or have 1 to 3 face to face meetings 

to get things lined up. Please help keep this vital 

committee moving forward and helping our con-

gregation and community.  

Sandy Lehman  784-0174   or 

msryan@suddenlink.com 

 

 

Jaeyong Lee 

Degree Recital 

April 30 8 pm 

Hemmle Hall, TTU 

A shower for  

Baby Brannan 

 May 16th at 2 pm 

At the home of Jeanne Holley 

5115 2nd #5   

(2nd and Slide in Les Vesalles) 

 

 

Gift selections at Target under Sharon or Shane Brannan 

Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/haiti/haiti-a-reflection-from-florida-05
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The Ascension of Our Lord 

May 13th 
The ascension means the presence, not the ab-

sence, of Jesus. The apostles did not understand 

the ascension to mean that Jesus was no longer 

with them. They expressed no grief or disap-

pointment. Instead they "returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy" (Luke 24:52). That's not the 

emotion you feel when you lose your best 

friend. The ascension did 

not mean they lost some-

thing. They gained some-

thing. Jesus' ascension 

brought him closer to them 

and to us than he was be-

fore. He left us on Mount 

Olive so that he might 

come to us wherever we 

are. 

 His last words were, "Remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age. (Matt. 

28:20) He is able to invade all the power struc-

tures on earth. Closed and barred doors still 

mean nothing to him. Jesus is with presidents 

and prime ministers, whether they are aware of 

him or not. He attends our cathedrals and chap-

els of worship just as he did years ago. 

  He sees the sick, the poor, the outcast, 

the abused. He knows all about the injustice of 

modern life, all the hatred and discrimination, 

the violence and prejudice. He walks into our 

homes with all their joys and sorrows, their 

jealousy and love, their selfishness and generos-

ity, their vengeance and forgiveness. The ascen-

sion means the presence of Jesus, not the ab-

sence of Jesus from us. 

 The ascension means the power, not the 

weakness, of Jesus. "He was put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirité who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 

subject to him" (1 Peter 3:18, 22)   He who de-

scended is the same one who ascended far 

above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 

things (Ephesians 4:8-10). 

 If you center your life on Christ, you get 

a new sense of direction, a new perspective 

which gives meaning and purpose to human 

existence, something to make life worth living or los-

ing. You don't have to do what people had to do 

2,000 years ago to be near Jesus.  Jesus can put his 

nail-pieced hands on every fevered brow and spend 

long hours with the lonely, the aged, the sorrowing 

and the discouraged. No door is closed to him and no 

distance too far for him to travel. 

 Ascension means the success, not the failure, 

of Jesus. He didn't come to earth on an inspection 

tour. He came on a rescue mission. Leaving it doesn't 

mean he has abandoned his cause, but that he has 

completed the earthly phase and now continues in 

heaven where he is preparing a place for you (John  

 Mosaic's success and benefit is what it is 

able to accomplish on a daily and weekly basis for 

those with intellectual and developmental disabili-

ties. Mosaic is literally home for them, offering love, 

training, encouragement and life-skills. They live in 

the warmth of a family atmosphere, and they find 

purpose in the things they do. Mosaic has five facili-

ties in the NT-NL Synod - Corsicana, Dallas, Lub-

bock, San Angelo and Waco - each designed to meet 

the needs of the clients they serve. 

 "Would You Help" is the name of Mosaic's 

newest fundraising and advocacy campaign 

launched in March. The videos feature clients from 

Mosaic who were asked how they would solve the 

challenges we face every day. Their answers are 

enlightening and will broaden the understanding you 

have of those with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities. 

 Congregations around the synod have helped 

Mosaic facilities accomplish things on their wish 

lists, provided volunteers, Easter baskets, gift cards, 

household items and the like. 

 Mosaic is a ministry of miracles and mercies. 

Thanks be to God for their service among us. 

NTNL Synod May Emphasis 

A Ministry among  

those with Disabilities   

Thrivent members 

Donôt forget to vote for your favorite charity  

by May 21 

Make a difference! 


