Glad Tidings of
Easter

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those whe dbide in
me and I in them bear much fruit. John 15:5 *

From the Pastor’s M

Greetings in the name of our
risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Four members of Gloria De1
— Jerry and Liz Skoog, Pam and I -
just returned from the Northern
TexasNorthern Lowsiana Synod
Assembly 1n Plano. What an excep-
tional opportunity for us to be con-
nected with our Lutheran brothers
and sisters! This year’s theme, Dis-
cipleLife: Gifted, opened many pos-
sibilities for each of us to better un-
derstand how to use our GIFTS as
Christians.

Keynote speaker, Pr. Kelly
Fryer, gave a powerful and moving
sermon during our opening worship
Friday afternoon, delivered two
other presentations to the Assem-
bly, and led one session in Disci-
pleLife University. One of the most
meaningful statements for me,
which she repeated in all presenta-
tions, was this simple line, “Jesus
has left the bulding!™ This 1s her
encouragement and inspiration for
us to ‘leave’ the building (church)
to speak words and offer actions of
reswrection grace. God depends on
us to make things happen — that’s
why God chooses and sends us for
the sake of the world. Or, as in the
ELCA statement, God’s work — our
hands (and feet, words, and love).
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« to WITNESS that faith in our daily hife.

the ELCA Task Force on Human
Sexuality. this assembly voted to
memonalize the ELCA Church-
wide Assembly to approve the rec-
ommended Social Statement Hu-
man Sexuality: Gift and Trust. Re-
garding the recommendations of
the Task Force on rostering deci-
sions, we memorialized the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly to change
the rules of procedure so that 1t will
take 2/3™ of the voting members to
approve any changes in policies
regarding sexual matters for or-
dained and other rostered leaders.
In regard to a resolution to memori-
alize Churchwide Assembly to re-
ject the Task Force recommenda-
tions, our assembly followed the
guidance of the committee for Ret-
grence and Council that we not
consider it. Thus, our assembly was
silent on this matter m communi-
cating to the Churchwide Assem-
bly.

Another exciting part of this
assembly was the group, Lost and
Found, a two-person band that has
entertamed at several National
Youth Gatherings. These two Lu-
theran musicians, Michael Bridges
and George Baum, offered musical
complements in both the opening
and closmmg worship events, and
performed an exciting Saturday
evenng concert. Check out their
recording of “The Lutherans Song”

at  http:/www.youtube.com/
watch?v=102kvQ 1dWoY.

You might be surpnised to dis-
cover some ‘well” known
Lutherans!

Two other special parts
of this assembly included Dis-
cipleLife Umiversity (DLU), an
offering of 33 learming opportu-
nities, and the making of
10,000-plus hygiene kits for
Lutheran Disaster Relief. T will
create future opportunities to
share more information on
these two pieces.

And a teaser about next
year's NTNL Synod Assembly
(April 23-25, 2010) — 1t will be
m ow ‘neighborhood” and
hosted by the Panhandle Con-
ference (that 1s us!) m Ama-
rillo. All of you will be mvited
to serve in a volunteer role, so
let me know if you have par-
ticular gfts to offer.

My brothers and sisters,
we have many ways to CELE-
BRATE the grace of our Lord
Jesus Chnst, to BUILD a nur-
turmg community of farth and
service, and to WITNESS that
farth in our daily hfe. May we
be faithtul disciples of our cru-
cified and nsen Lord and Sav-
1or, Jesus Christ.

In His love,

- .
Sriader Lo raig




God*s Work—Our Hands
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Spring Fling 2009w1ill be held June 5, 5:30 —
8:30 pm at McPherson Cellars, 1615 Texas Avenue,
Lubbock. Spring Fling 1s the annual fundraiser for
Lutheran Social Service agencies in the Lubbock
area (Neighborhood House, Health for Friends,
Wedgewood South, and the Foster Care/Adoption
Program). Itis a fun evening with everything from
wine tasting, great food, a silent auction, Christian
fellowship, grand door prize and a drawing for a
handmade quilt. Tickets are on sale during the
month and are $30 each but will be $35 at the door.
Quilt drawing tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5.00.
Sponsorships ($100 and up) are also available.

s The new Sunday morning Bible
study has been well attended since
& s starting date on April 19", The
e study 1s currently looking at the
origin of the Bible and how God’s
d word has come down to us through
the years from the original mspired
wrntings of the various authors of
both the Old and New Testament.
y We are studying the meaning of
the scripture as originally recorded

M for the time and people in that day,
but also what God’s message 1s for

< = today.

Everyone 1s welcome to attend.
& rlease bring your Bible and join us
at 9 a.m. Sunday mornings in
L Fellowship Hall.
) s
Y J Travis Casler
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Glad Tidings

Send the prayers of our congregation to a child in crisis
in our community. On May 3rd, we will bless the
stuffed animals 1n the worship service which will, in
turn, be distributed to local agencies.

A voice 18 heard in Ramah, mouming and great
weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children and
refusing to be comforted
because her children are no more.
Jeremiah 31:15

To those who assisted with

worship, especially Bob Doty

who led worship while Pastor

Craig was on vacation, Elayne

Patridge, Bruce Callender, Dora

Cheng, Mehissa Hostick, Joey

Pierce, Carol Mitchell, Barbara

Doty, Joan Calendar, Susan Little,

Dennis Storch, George Wirz,

Brian Willcutt, and Shane Brannan

s Those who brought food for fellowship, especially
for the Easter brunch,

o Those on “clean-up™ for fellowship and those who
contributed to the Youth

¢ Those who prepared food and presented
information for our Lenten journey

o Those who helped to prepare our facility for Easter.
Those who brought cell phones for recycling by the
Synod

» To Gerald, Mark, Bruce, and Doug for taking care
of our property

o Thanks to Windows by Chad for again offering to
clean our exterior windows at no charge before
Easter Sunday, and to the United floral department
at 4th & Shde for donating the bucket of flowers
for the Flowering of the Cross! The generosity of
these two businesses 1s all the more wondertul
because it was unsolicited, and we greatly
appreciate the blessing of their contributions.







