
Jung; and a greeting and report from 

our Pastor-in-Residence serving in 

Sierra Leone, Kate Warn. After her 

presentation, all in attendance will go 

to the container bound for Sierra 

Leone for its blessing. 

 This is a unique opportunity 

for many of you to take part in a 

Synod Assemblyéso, please do! You 

can be blessed in many ways by at-

tending this one on Saturday, April 

24. 

 Two other quick notes on the 

Assembly. First, for those that are 

preparing cookies, please have them 

at the church no later than Wednes-

day, April 22. And second, any items 

that you donating for the Sierra Leone 

container ï please pack in unsealed 

cardboard boxes with a written list of 

contents on the box, and have them at 

the church by April 22. This opportu-

nity to help our brothers and sisters in 

Sierra Leone is a true act of disciple-

ship in sharing the gospel, the good 

news, without using words. 

 My brothers and sisters, we 

have many ways to CELEBRATE the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing community of 

faith and service, and to WITNESS 

that faith in our daily life. May we be 

faithful disciples of our crucified and 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.                                     

In His love,  

 Pastor Craig 

From the Pastorôs  
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Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

And that, literally, is what we will 

hear at both the Vigil of Easter wor-

ship (Saturday, Apr. 3, 7pm) and 

again on Easter Sunday (Apr. 4, 

10am) Alleluia, He is risen! He is 

risen indeed! What good news for 

you, me, and all of Godôs creation. 

But it is also challenging news, at 

least if we accept and understand that 

we are to respond to the good news 

by passing it on to those that have 

not yet heard. 

 The upcoming Synod Assem-

bly in Amarillo offers some good 

ways to increase our skills in sharing 

Jesus Christ by building relationships 

with other Christians and through the 

DiscipleLife Festival presentations 

on Saturday, April 24. Some 500 Lu-

therans from throughout our Synod 

are expected in Amarillo, and each 

brings stories of how they share the 

Gospel. And the six topics to be 

shared Saturday afternoon (Sessions 

include Missional Congregations; 

Generosity vs. Anxiety: staying gen-

erous in uncertain economic times; 

Lessons of Global Accompaniment ï 

our relationship with Sierra Leone; 

The Ethics of Food;  Building a 

Stronger Youth Ministry; The Mil-

lennial Generation ï campus and 

young adult ministry. More informa-

tion elsewhere) during the Festival 

promise to be filled with timely, 

practical ideas. 

 And besides that, three other 

presentations from 9:50 AM through 

noon on Saturday are available to 

visitors: the Report of the ELCA and 

LIFT (Living Into the Future To-

gether) presentation by Rev. Stephen 

Bouman; the second theme presenta-

tion and Bible study by Dr. Shannon G
lo
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April 2010 

Altar Flowers  
 

Bring  beauty into our sanctuary 

Bring glory to God 

Honor our family and friends 

If you would like to sponsor flowers 

for  April 18,or May2, 9 or 16, please 

sign up in the fellowship hall. Enve-

lopes are provided.  The cost is $20/

Sunday (a real bargain!)  The church 

takes care of arrangements for the 

flowers.   
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Highlights of the March 18 

 Church Council Meeting 

Approved and received reports from officers and 

Pastor Craig 

Discussed effectiveness of posting financial 

information in chart form 

Worship and Music will recognize Youth acolytes 

in March; Holy Week and Easter services were 

finalized; Liturgy setting will change in May 

Green Team will kick-off emphasis on Earth Day, 

April 22; prepare Resurrection Eggs using 

recycled materials 

Awarded bids for HACU (funds to be taken from 

Reserve Maintenance Account) and Rose Window 

lighting (funds provided by anonymous donor) 

Set March 27 as Spring Cleaning work day. Green 

Team recommended that non-toxic cleaning 

products be used. 

Discussed the upcoming Synod Assembly with 

emphasis on sessions members may attend. 
 

Sunday School 

Bible Study 
Led by Dr. Travis Casler 

Sunday mornings 9 am 
 

Thursday Bible Study 

2 pm 
Naomi and Ruth 

 

ñWho shall separate us 

from the love of 

Christ?ò asks Paul.  

ñShall trouble of 

hardship or persecution 

or famine or nakedness 

or danger or 

sword?ò (Romans 

8:35) But then Paul 

answers his own 

question with that 

wonderful believerôs 

cry of victory.  

Nothing, not even 

famine will ever separate us from Godôs love. 

 In the book of Ruth, Naomi and her husband 

flee the famine in Israel, and, through their flight 

and its subsequent events, God brings Ruth into His 

holy plan as an ancestor of Godôs son, Jesus. 

 Naomi was truly a godly woman and 

grandmother. When her daughter-in-law returned 

home with her, she did not forget her. In return, 

God blessed Naomi, as well as Boaz and Ruth with 

a son. . The Bible tells us that they named the baby, 

Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the 

father of David, who would become the King of 

Israel. She who had returned empty now had a 

grandson.  

ñThe making of a prayer shawl is a spiritual practice 

which embodies our thoughts and prayers for the re-

ceiver. It is a gift freely given with no strings at-

tached. Made in prayer, as prayer, for prayer, the 

shawls are passed on hand-to-hand  

and heart-to-heart .ò Janet Bristow   

Prayer Shawl  Ministry  

April 26 

  1 pm 

TIMEðSign up to keep our 

grounds maintained during 

the summer months 

TALENTðLectors and As-

sisting Ministers are 

needed.   Sign up in the fel-

lowship Hall 

FINANCIALðFor the 

month of January our actual expenses were 

$11,633.36, compared to budgeted expenses of 

$12,479.47, so less than we had planned. Contribu-

tions for January were $10,906.15. In February, ex-

penses were $12,570.34, with contributions at 

$9,656.49. 

 Please notice the graph on the bulletin board 

in the hallway to the fellowship hall.  We are trying 

various methods to get as much information as pos-

sible to the membership about our financial pic-

ture.  Please let me or any of the council members 

know if you have suggestions about the graphs or 

other things you might be interested in seeing. 

 Iôll do my best to keep all as fully informed 

as possible. 

Laurie Freeman 

Treasurer 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bF6LrKtL5SwAViijzbkF/SIG=12s5h7spl/EXP=1269628427/**http%3a/oneyearbibleimages.com/ruth_1_16_whither_thou_goest_i_will_go.jpg
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Our Bears Carry Prayers 

 

Rachelôs Day 

May 2nd 
 

Bring your  new and ñgently used "stuffed animals  

to the front pews during April so they can absorb 

the Word and prayers to be given to children in 

crisis in our community. 

 
           Invite you to our annual 

 

    Candlelight Vigil  

   Sunday April 11    5:30 pm 

 

First Church of the Nazarene 

6110 Chicago Ave 

In memory of the 280 children of Texas who died 

as a result of child abuse and neglect in 2009 

Jaeyong Lee  

Degree Recital 

April 30  8 pm    

Hemmle Hall 
David and Susan Johnson 
Joined our fellowship February 28th 

Audrey Elane Oaks 
Daughter of Luke and Kathy Oaks 

Granddaughter of   

Duane and Mina Oaks 

Niece of Duane and Ely Oaks 

Joined this world on March 15th 

RAMP  PROJECT IS BUILDING  AGAIN ! 
 

 Winter is over (almost?) and the Ramp Project is 

busy again.  If you were out and about on February 27, you 

might have seen two of the Lubbock teams (GDLC 

and Raintree Christian) busy building ramps for two South 

Plains Association of Government clients ï one in 

Wolfforth and one in Lubbock.  You might even have seen 

one of the ramps in the background of a picture on the front 

page of the AJ Local 

section on March 

10th, honoring the 

2010 Best Big 

Sister, Hannah 

Arlette.  Hannah and 

her Little Sister, 

Lexi, helped the 

GDLC team build a 

24 ft. ramp in 

Lubbock, and hope 

to volunteer on future ramp builds.  Meanwhile, at the other 

end of Lubbock County in Wolfforth, Raintree Christian 

Church also was busy building a 24 ft ramp. 

 Havenôt been on a ramp build yet?  With ten ramps 

already waiting to be built and new referrals coming in 

every day, we are always looking for 

volunteers!  Work as little or as much 

as you want ï NO EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY!  We provide the tools, 

equipment, and training ï you just 

show up ready to work.  We generally 

build modules on the 2nd Saturday of 

the month in GDLCôs parking lot, and 

build ramps on the 4th Saturday, unless 

there is a holiday.  Sign-up sheets are 

posted on the bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall or call Pam at 392-

4431 or Gerald at 795-0397.  
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Saturday Morning: 

Rev. Stephen Bourman 

Dr. L Shannon Jung 

Kate Warren, Pastor-in-residence, Sierra Leone 

 

Saturday  afternoon: 

Each of the six classes will be offered twice; participants pick three 

to attend. 

Missional Congregations   Ideas of how ministries have revital-

ized their mission will be presented 

The Millennial Generation  Eutychus (Acts 20) was just the 

first in a long line of young adults to fall asleep and fall out of 

the church.  Come and find out how to connect with young 

adults in you community and keep them awake and engaged. 

Building a Stronger Youth Ministry   Building a year round pro-

gram that attracts the youth and helps keep them active is a 

challenge. Discussion will include setting goals that appeal to 

the youth of the congregation ï goals such as backpacking, ca-

noeing, high-adventure trip, etc. Planning, fundraising, shake-

down trips, and the actual trip can keep the group actively 

working and learning together throughout the year, teach many 

skills, and provide opportunities for youth to grow in their faith.  

The Ethics of Food   "Ethics of Food" considers the conse-

quences of choices regarding food production, policy, market-

ing, selection and use. Even simple choices made at food mar-

kets amount to moral speech on behalf of personal health and 

the well being of others: "Every scan is a vote!" Resources for 

further exploring this important topic in the local parish will be 

identified.  

Dancing in Worship & Other Lessons of Global Accompani-

ment   The NT-NL Synod and ELCSL are partners in Godôs 

mission through the ELCA Companion Church program. We 

will explore this relationship as ñaccompanimentò and offer in-

sights on the gifts and challenges shaping the life of the church 

in Sierra Leone.  

Generosity vs. Anxiety: Stewardship on the Rocks?  In this un-

certain economy (and amid ELCA issues), many congregations 

and individuals are caught between the anxiety of the day and 

the Biblical and baptismal call to generosity. Using 2 Corin-

thians 9 as a touchstone, we will discover principles to guide 

individuals and congregations toward growing generosity in the 

midst of fearful economics.  

 

 

 

2010 NT-NL Synod Assembly 

Living DiscipleLife 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR 

CONTAINER  

HEADED TO SIERRA 

LEONE  

WEST AFRICA  

 

$$ Money $$ to help with 

shipping costs.  

 

Gauze Bandages 

Band-Aids  

Twin size flat sheet 

Bar Soap  

 

Batteries (all sizes)  

 

Chalk 

School paper 

Pens 

Pencils and sharpeners 

Rulers 

Eraser 

Colored markers 

Round tip scissors 

Highlighters 

 

Wood Glue 

Hand saws 

Hammers  

Hand drill and bits 

Nails (finishing and common 

various sizes)  

Hand chisels 

Screwdrivers & wood screws  

Amarillo Civic Center 

Amarillo, Texas 

April 23-25, 2010 
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BUYING  A MAJOR APPLIANCE  SOON? 
If you are thinking about replacing that old refrigerator, 

AC unit, dishwasher, etc., you may want to check out the 

list of ENERGY STAR appliances eligible for a rebate 

through the Texas Trade Up Appliance Rebate Program.  

The U.S. Department of Energy approved $300 million 

nationwide for rebates to consumers who buy eligible, 

more energy-efficient ENERGY STAR appliances to re-

place the same type of old appliance that's functional.  

The Texas State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) has 

allocated $23,341,000 for consumers who purchase cer-

tain energy efficient household appli-

ances.  The Texas program will also of-

fer an additional incentive to recycle old 

appliances. You can qualify for rebates 

for up to two appliances from the ap-

proved rebate appliance list available on 

the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

 There is a catch ï you must reserve an appliance 

rebate before purchasing the eligible appliance by calling 

a toll-free number or registering online starting on April 

5, 2010. When all of the guaranteed rebates are reserved, 

consumers may continue to sign up for a waiting list to 

receive rebates on a first-come-first-served basis. Con-

sumers must give their name, address and appliance type 

when making a reservation. Consumers must be on the 

guaranteed rebate reservation list or the waiting list to be 

able to print or receive the forms they will mail in to 

claim rebates. Shoppers will be limited to two appliance 

rebates and two recycling rebates per household.  The 

rebate reservation period will begin on April 5, 2010. 

The mail-in rebates will apply to eligible appliances pur-

chased between April 16 and April 25, 2010. The 10-

day period will coincide with the 40th Anniversary of 

Earth Day on April 22. Consumers will have 60 days 

from reservation date to install the appliance(s) and 

submit their paperwork for the rebate.  NOTE - The re-

bate program will not be retroactive. It will only apply to 

purchases made during the April 16 to April 25, 2010, 

purchase period.   For more information, go to: http://

www.texaspowerfulsmart.org .  
 If you have recently purchased an eligible appli-

ance and as a result missed out on this rebate program, 

you may still be eligible for a rebate from the manufac-

turer.  Check out the Energy Star website at : http://

www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?

fuseaction=rebate.rebate_locator  to see if manufacturerôs 

rebates are available or go directly to the manufacturerôs 

website. 

To those who assisted with 

worship, including  Bob Doty, 

Elayne Patridge, Bruce 

Callender, Shane Brannan,  

Laurie Freeman, Melissa 

Hostick, Mark Gillen, Donna Perry, Lynda 

Pierce, Carol Mitchell, Susan Little, 

Barbara Doty, Laurie Freeman 

To Bob Doty and Carolyn Storin for 

leading Midweek worship; Lynda 

Pierce and Elayne Patridge for leading 

Midweek study 

Those who prepared food for Sunday 

and mid-week fellowship and those 

who cleaned up. 

Those who contributed to the Lenten 

offering for Haitian Relief and the 

Ramp Project. 

Thrivent offers new Grant 

Program 
Thrivent members can help choose recipi-

ents of $1 million dollars in charitable 

funds through ñThrivent Choice.ò  If more 

the 350,00 vote, Thrivent will distribute a 

bonus $1 million  to these national organi-

zations, so be sure to vote from April 19-

May 21.  to vote or get more information, 

visit Thrivent.com/choicevote or complete 

the reply card in the spring Thrivent maga-

zine. 

ELCA World Hunger 

LCMS World Mission 

LCMS World Relief and Human Care 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

Lutheran Malaria Initiative 

WELS Committee on Relief 

WELS Humanitarian Aid Committee 

American Heart Association 

Feed My Starving Child 

Habitat for Humanity 

Thrivent Financial Should Select 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTc1ODE1MiZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC03NTgxNTImZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NzIzNDQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGpzYWdlYmllbEBzYmNnbG9iYWwubmV0JnVzZXJpZD1wanNhZ2ViaWVsQHNiY2dsb2JhbC5uZXQmZXh0cmE9JiYm&&&102&&
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTc1ODE1MiZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC03NTgxNTImZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NzIzNDQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGpzYWdlYmllbEBzYmNnbG9iYWwubmV0JnVzZXJpZD1wanNhZ2ViaWVsQHNiY2dsb2JhbC5uZXQmZXh0cmE9JiYm&&&102&&
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=rebate.rebate_locator
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=rebate.rebate_locator
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=rebate.rebate_locator
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Mark The Evangelist  

25 April NT 
 The book of Acts mentions a Mark, or John Mark, a kinsman of Barnabas (Col 4:10). The house of 

his mother Mary was a meeting place for Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12). When Paul and Barnabas, 

who had been in Antioch, came to Jerusalem, they brought Mark back to Antioch with them (12:25), and he 

accompanied them on their first missionary journey (13:5), but left them prematurely and returned to Jerusa-

lem (13:13). When Paul and Barnabas were about to set out on a second missionary journey, Barnabas pro-

posed to take Mark, but Paul thought him unreliable, so that eventually Barnabas made one journey taking 

Mark, and Paul another journey taking Silas (15:36-40). Mark is not mentioned again in Acts. However, it 

appears that he became more reliable, for Paul mentions him as a trusted assistant in Colossians 4:10 and 

again in 2 Timothy 4:11. 

 The Apostle Peter had a co-worker whom he refers to as "my son Mark" (1 Peter 5:13). Papias, an 

early second century writer, in describing the origins of the Gospels, tells us that Mark was the "interpreter" 

of Peter, and that he wrote down ("but not in order") the stories that he had heard Peter tell in his preaching 

about the life and teachings of Jesus. 

 The Gospel of Mark, in describing the arrest of Jesus (14:51f), speaks of a 

young man who followed the arresting party, wearing only a linen cloth wrapped 

around his body, whom the arresting party tried to seize, but who left the cloth in their 

hands and fled naked. It is speculated that this young man was the writer himself, since 

the detail is hardly worth mentioning if he were not. 

 It is natural to identify the John Mark of Acts with the Gospel-writer and inter-

preter of Peter, and this identification is standard in liturgical references to Mark. How-

ever, "Mark" is the commonest of Latin first names, and they may well have been sepa-

rate persons. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Pastor and Theologian  

10 April 1945 

 Bonhoeffer was born in 1906, son of a profes-

sor of psychiatry and neurology at the University of 

Berlin. He was an outstanding student, and at the age 

of 25 became a lecturer in systematic theology at the 

same University. When Hitler came to power in 1933, 

Bonhoeffer became a leading spokesman for the Con-

fessing Church, the center of Protestant resistance to 

the Nazis. He organized and for a time led the under-

ground seminary of the Confessing Church. His book 

Life Together describes the life of the Christian com-

munity in that seminary, and 

his book The Cost Of Disciple-

ship attacks what he calls 

"cheap grace," meaning grace 

used as an excuse for moral 

laxity. Bonhoeffer had been 

taught not to "resist the powers 

that be," but he came to believe 

that to do so was sometimes 

the right choice. In 1939 his 

brother-in-law introduced him to a group plan-

ning the overthrow of Hitler, and he made sig-

nificant contributions to their work. (He was at 

this time an employee of the Military Intelli-

gence Department.) He was arrested in April 

1943 and imprisoned in Berlin. After the failure 

of the attempt on Hitler's life in April 1944, he 

was sent first to Buchenwald and then to 

Schoenberg Prison. His life was spared, be-

cause he had a relative who stood high in the 

government; but then this relative was himself 

implicated in anti-Nazi plots. On Sunday 8 

April 1945, he had just finished conducting a 

service of worship at Schoenberg, when two 

soldiers came in, saying, "Prisoner Bonhoeffer, 

make ready and come with us," the standard 

summons to a condemned prisoner. As he left, 

he said to another prisoner, "This is the end -- 

but for me, the beginning -- of life." He was 

hanged the next day, less than a week before 

the Allies reached the camp. 

 


