Glad Tidings of
Easter

Christ, our paschal lamb has been sacrificed.

let us keep the feast. I Cor. 5:7-188

From the Pastor’s I

Greetings in the name of
our risen Lord and Sawvior, Jesus
Christ!

We continue our journey on “This
Lenten Road” — soon to travel
through Bethany, Gethsemane. and
Calvary, and thanks to God. the
road beyond the tomb! Last Sunday
we were blessed to have special
guests with us to walk part of the
road with us, Bishop Kevin and
Billye Jean Kanouse. Bishop Ka-
nouse was invited to Lubbock to
take part in the events surrounding
the Consecration of the new Epis-
copal Bishop, the Reverend J. Scott
Mayer, of the Northwest Texas
Diocese. Being in Lubbock, he
chose to be with us on Sunday to
lead a time of discussion before —
and to preach during — worship.

Quoting Bishop Kanouse in
his weekly meditation, he said of
his time at Gloria Dei, “Sunday
morning I worshiped at Gloria De:
Lutheran Church in Lubbock with
Pr. Craig and Pam Sagebiel. and 40
or so additional worshipers in a
simple ELW service of Lent. Pr.
Craig is leading his congregation
through the remembrance of their
baptismal covenant this Lent by
recalling the promises made in the
service of Affirmation of Holy Bap-
tism. I preached on “serving Christ
Jesus in word and deed.”...“Where
15 Jesus? Jesus 1s in the grand and
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Our mission 1s

Therefore,

glorious worshiping community
consecrating a bishop. Jesus is in
the liturgy of a faithful, gathered
community in Lubbock, Texas, as
they dip their fingers into the font
on their way to Holy Communion
and repeat the sign of the cross on
their foreheads in remembrance of
their baptisms...in the singing of
the liturgy with its Lent changes,
the gathering at the table for a
piece of bread and a sip of wine,
the laughter of the community as
they gathered for the forum and
later for lunch...there, I saw Je-
sus!™ It was a great day at Gloria
Dei!

So we travel the Lenten
Road, soon mto Holy Week, with
ample opportunity for worship.
prayer and reflection — individually
and corporately. Our sanctuary
will be open daily during Holy
Week from 10AM until 1PM, shar-
mg time to pray and meditate.
Simple prayer suggestions and
scripture reading will be available,
as are candles to light and soft
spiritual music to guide and relax.
Come daily if you can: stay as
your time allows.

Our corporate worship for
Holy Week begins on Maundy
Thursday at 7PM, continues on
Good Friday at 12Noon, and con-
cludes on Holy Saturday with the
Easter Vigil at 8PM. The Easter
Vigil is a new service for us at
Gloria Dei, and it marks an ancient
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+ to CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ,
e to BUILD a nurturing community of faith

and service, and
o to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.

tradition of Baptismal celebra-
tion to conclude Lent — which
makes it perfect for us to do
this year, bringing our Lenten
baptismal focus full circle!

Another journey,
though not on a Lenten Road,
1s one the ELCA has been
traveling for many years in a
quest for a better understand-
ing of human sexuality. T
know that you have done the
Journey Together Faithfully
studies, just as I led them in
previous congregations. In late
February, the ELCA released
a proposed social statement,
“Human Sexuality: Gift and
Trust.” I encourage you to
read the statement and related
pieces. and then to share ques-
tions. or concerns with me, or
any Council member. For a
printed copy. please call the
church office, or. go to the
various websites that are in
this newsletter to download a
copy.

My brothers and sis-
ters, we have many ways to
CELEBRATE the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to BUILD a
nurturing community of faith
and service. and to WITNESS
that faith in our daily life. May
we be faithful disciples of our
crucified and risen Lord and
Savior. Jesus Christ.

In His love,

T Pastor Craig



God’s Work—Our Hands
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specific action taken.
3. Financial situation (current revenue
versus expenses) discussed.

Council Minutes March 19, 2009

Present: Gerald Crenwelge, Pastor Craig Sagebiel,
Shane Brannon. Brian Willeutt, Bruce Callendar, Bob

Doty . Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM.

Devotion led by Pastor Craig.
Received President’s Report
Minutes of February meeting reviewed. Motion/2™,
approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report (for February 2009) received for
later review by audit committee. Motion/2™,
Received as presented.
Parochial Report by Pastor Craig for February.
Future events noted. particularly Bishop’s visit on
3/22 and Holy Week schedule.
Committee Reports received.

1. Social Ministry

2. Worship & Music (February)

3. Executive Committee
Old Business:

1. April meeting schedule discussed. Motion/2™

that April meeting be cancelled. Motion Carries.
2. Discussion of copier, delivered with
different specs than set out in motion passed last
month. Motion/2"- to keep copier as
delivered. Motion carries.

New Business:
1. Budget 1ssues discussed. Format of
monthly report to be amended to include
comparison “actual versus budgeted”
expenses. Treasurer directed to add that item to
future reports.
2. Monthly stewardship talks discussed. No

4. ELCA Statement on Sexuality- statement
will likely be on agenda of ELCA’s church-
wide assembly in August, 2009.
Information re: where/how to locate the
statement will be made available to the
Congregation on the church bulletin board.
5. Clean-up day scheduled for 4/4/09;
inside and outside work will be available;
clean-up will be set for the AM hours on
4/4.
6. Lenten offering- Social Ministry Comm.
recommends splitting offering between
Ramp Project and Lutheran Bible
Translators (50%-50%). Motion/2™- to
approve Committee recommendation.
Motion Carries.
7. Terrorist Risk insurance. Motion/2"- to
“opt-out” of such coverage in our existing
policy. Motion Carries.
8. Ramp project donations- For the time
being, will set up a separate category in
existing account to track/disperse such
donations. Gather info re: need for possible
separate account.
Motion/2nd- to adjourn. Motion Carries. Meeting
adjourned at 8:24 PM.. Council joined in Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted

Robert Doty, Secretary

New Bible Study

A new Bible study will begin at Gloria Dei taught by Dr.
Travis Casler on the first Sunday after Easter, April 19, at 9:00
AM. All ages are welcome. We will use the Bible as our teaching reference,

Lutheran

Study Bible

and any Bible you are comfortable using 1s just fine. The new Lutheran Study
Bible appears to have some very good teaching guides and references. There
are also numerous good synopsis and outlines that can be helpful in our study.
Our goal will be to become more familiar with the Bible and to discern and
understand God’s Word for us as laid out in His word. We plan to make it
interesting and even fun, as we study and discuss together the message as
recorded by the various Biblical authors and how the Word applies to us
today. I will be the leader with others filling in as needed in my absence.
There will be no pressure for any one to participate other than at their own
comfort level. Bring your Bibles and join us for Bible study.

If you ordered a Lutheran Study
Bible in the first order, 1t 15 ready
to be picked up in the fellowship
hall. If you didn’t sign up for the
first order, a sign-up sheet 1s
posted. The cost for a hardback 1s
$34.99; $24 50 if we order 10 or
more. Paperback is $24.99;
$18.75 if we order 10 or more.







