
has committed to make all of our 

cookies ―diabetic‖ friendly. To help 

you, several recipes will be available 

through Elayne for you use in prepar-

ing cookies. Or, you can easily find 

recipes on the internet to use. Just let 

us know how many cookies you will 

do the week of April 19. And, about 

the container for Sierra Leone – one-

half of the container will contain de-

hydrated foods from Lubbock’s own 

Breedlove group. What a gift from 

them! The other half will be filled by 

individuals and congregations 

throughout our Synod to meet the 

specific needs identified on the list 

included in this newsletter (medical 

supplies and equipment; school 

needs; basic hand tools; and camping 

gear). The final need is cash to pay 

the shipping costs for all this wonder-

ful stuff to get to Sierra Leone. If you 

choose to help with the shipping, your 

check may be given through Gloria 

Dei earmarked as Sierra Leone ship-

ping, or you can send your check di-

rectly to the Synod office. 

 One other note about the 

Synod Assembly – you may register 

as a visitor for the assembly. Visitors 

are especially encouraged on Satur-

day, April 24, when several breakout 

sessions will be offered. One special 

guest at this Assembly will be our 

Sierra Leone ―Pastor in Residence,‖ 

Kate Warn. More specifics about the 

assembly will be on our bulletin 

board in mid-March. 

   My brothers and sisters, we 

have many ways to CELEBRATE the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing community of 

faith and service, and to WITNESS 

that faith in our daily life. May we be 

faithful disciples of our crucified and 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.                                     

In His love,  

 Pastor Craig 

From the Pastorôs  
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Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 Our Lenten Journey contin-

ues through March, allowing us to 

theologically experience baptismal 

reflections each Sunday and physi-

cally to encounter and touch stones 

on Wednesday evenings. It will be 

interesting how you bring the two 

together. Most of us have challenges 

that obstruct and interfere with a 

―perfect‖ living out of our baptismal 

covenant. And that makes it even 

more freeing to lay our stones at the 

foot of the cross. I hope you include 

these two weekly opportunities for 

worship as part of your Lenten jour-

ney.  

 Elsewhere in this newsletter, 

check out the latest update from our 

seminarian, James Sells. He and 

Becky have received good news as 

they have been assigned to Region 4 

for their first calls. They requested 

Region 4, which covers the Midwest 

from Nebraska to Texas. Keep them 

in your prayers as they complete 

their academic preparations for min-

istry and plan their June wedding. 

May God truly bless and guide them 

through these next few months. 

 As a congregation of the 

Panhandle Conference, we at Gloria 

Dei join with our sister congrega-

tions in the area to serve as hosts of 

the 2010 NTNL Synod Assembly in 

Amarillo, April 23-25. With that, 

your help is needed for two things: 

first, to prepare 20 dozen cookies (as 

a congregation) that will be shared 

in the Assembly hospitality area; 

and second, to supply what you can 

to help fill a container that our 

Synod will send to Sierra Leon. 

 On the cookies – Gloria Dei G
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Highlights of the February 18 Church Council 

Meeting 

 

At the Feb. 18 meeting, Council: 

received the President’s report which included 

the Council Liaisons to the Standing 

committees:  Education – Elayne Patridge; 

Evangelism – Lynda Pierce; Parish Life – 

Bob Doty; Property – Jim Freeman; Mutual 

Ministry – Pam Sagebiel; Social Ministry – 

open; Stewardship and Finance – Laurie 

Freeman; Worship and Music – Joan 

Callender; and Youth – Shane Brannan. 

These council members will seek 

committee chairpersons from the 

congregation.. 

approved the minutes from Jan. 21                

accepted new members David and Susan 

Johnson by transfer 

accepted with regret the Council resignation of 

Bryan Rudy. His replacement will be 

elected by the Council at their March 

meeting 

approved Pastor’s compensation breakdown 

without change from 2009  

will appoint 3 members from the congregation 

to serve as the Audit committee to review 

the 2009 financial records 

Green Team Task Force has begun their work, 

and they will have representatives on each 

standing committee 

Discussed several methods of sharing financial 

information with the congregation 

Sunday School 

Bible Study 
Led by Dr. Travis Casler 

Sunday mornings 9 am 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
Women of the Bible 

March 11th         

Deborah and Jael 

The story of Deborah describes 

the unlikely  victory of the Israelites, led 

by the judge Deborah, over superior 

Canaanite forces. After the battle, the 

defeated Canaanite general Sisera was 

killed by a Kenite woman called Jael.  

Deborah’s achievement was significant because the 

battle gave the Israelites their first access to the 

fertile and prosperous plain of Esdraelon and part of 

the plain of Sharon. 

 Jael’s story is similar to the one told about 

David and Goliath. A small, weak person, Jael, 

triumphs over a terrifying and apparently invincible 

warrior, Sisera. The story celebrates the defeat of 

Israel’s enemies and the power of Israel’s God.  
 

Lutheran Course II 
Continues to meet Mondays  

through March 15th 

 

To those who assisted with worship, 

including  Bob Doty, Elayne Patridge, 

Bruce Callender, Shane Brannan,  

Laurie Freeman, Melissa Hostick, 

Mark Gillen, Donna Perry, Lynda Pierce, Carol 

Mitchell, Susan Little, Barbara Doty, Anita 

Asmussen 

To Bob Doty and Carolyn Storin for leading 

Midweek worship; Lynda Pierce and Elayne 

Patridge for leading Midweek study 

To Joan Callender for accompanying worship in 

Jaeyong’s absence 

Those who prepared food for Sunday and mid-

week fellowship and those who cleaned up. 

Those who donated blood 

Those who donated to refurbish the children’s 

area 

Those who gave to Texas Ramp Project and  the 

relief eorts in Haiti 

Time: Needed nine leaders 

to chair our standing com-

mittees.  Some are already in 

place, but more are needed,  

Do you have a passion to 

lead and direct a small 

group,? If so, contact any 

council member. 

Talent—Three people are urgently needed to serve as 

the Audit Committee to review financial records for 

2009.  Contact Gerald Crenwelge 

Possession—Jan/Feb budget expenses:$25,920; actual 

expenses: $23,691; Contributed income: $20,562. 

This results in a year-to-date shortage of (3,192). 
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Midweek Lent Service 

Wednesdays  March 3 to March 24 

6 pm Meal         6:30 Study 

7 pm Worship 

Hand in Hand: A Global Journey 
This Lent, join us for worship and fellowship as we journey 

with Jesus and hear the stories and reflections of ELCA 

missionaries serving in Japan, Palestine, Botswana, Chile and 

India. Even our Lenten suppers will have a global flavor.  In our 

midweek worship, we will follow the ―Journey of Stones‖ 

March 3 Martin and the Rev. Suzanne Shoffner —Palestine      

 Pastor Jerry Kaskela  ――Upon This Rock  

March 10  Ron and Heda Christ—Botswana  

 Pastor Craig Sticks and Stones‖   

March 17  Karen Anderson—Chile 

 Pastor Yvonne Kiebler  Wilson, Slaton, Posey  Hearts of Stone‖ 

March 24 Richard Sarker—India  

 Pastor Mike Holmes Levelland, Littlefield    ―Crying Stones‖             

Maundy Thursday   

April 1st  

7 pm 

Good Friday   

April 2nd  

 Noon 

Easter Vigil   

April 3rd 

7 pm 

Easter Sunday   

April 4th  

10 am 

Prayer Shawl  Ministry  

March  29th  1 pm 

From our seminarian James 
Feb 19, 2010 

To my family of faith gathered at Gloria Dei, 

 Becky and I received our assignments to Region 4 this past 

Tuesday and are quite happy with our placement.  Region 4 covers 

Nebraska through Texas so both of our families are covered.  We 

should know more about synodical assignments started as early as 

March 4th.  We are both hoping for placement in the Central States 

Synod (Kansas and Missouri) as it will be halfway between our fami-

lies.  It is a really exciting time for us as we plan for graduation, our 

wedding, and hopefully our ordinations.  I still hope to return  to you 

all for ordination and I can’t wait for Becky to meet everyone.  You 

are in my thoughts and prayers often,; I will let you know more as we 

find out. 

 While we are both happy about our placement, our class is 

continuing in ongoing sorrow as we mourn for our beloved brother 

Ben.  We received his wife, Renee, and his cousin, Jon, back into our 

community last week in a very emotional memorial service.  Please 

keep us in your prayers and especially Renee and Jon as we all learn 

to continue life together without Ben in our midst.  I also ask for your 

prayers and support for the people of Haiti who still suffer and find 

very little relief. 

 May your journey through Lent direct your hearts to Christ. 

James W. Sells   
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2010 NT-NL Synod Assembly 

Living DiscipleLife 
 

Amarillo Civic Center 

Amarillo, Texas 

April 23-25, 2010 

 
At the 2010 Synod Assembly we will take the theme 

of DiscipleLife to the next level. Having spent three 

assemblies remembering and celebrating the way God 

has prepared us for DiscipleLife ("Called" - "Formed" - 

"Gifted"), this assembly will beckon us to live it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Living DiscipleLife 
The NT-NL Synod has its own unique way of living 

out its faithfulness to the mission and message of 

Christ. We do this first of all through our congrega-

tions and members and, secondly, through the way we 

act collectively in service to our region and world. The 

assembly will showcase the five ministries that have 

come to define the heart and soul of the NT-NL Synod 

- the Mission Endowment Fund, Briarwood Retreat 

Center, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra 

Leone, Campus Ministry and the synod's Fund for 

Leaders in Mission. We will honor them, tell the story 

of their faithfulness, and share the pride we feel in call-

ing them our own. They are the very hand of love and 

service that this synod extends to the world - our way 

of sharing in 

God's work. Our hands. 
 

 

 

 

 

Our conference is host for this year's assembly 

Each church in our conference is asked to provide 20 

dozen cookies for the hospitality room.  We chosen to 

provide ―diabetic-friendly‖ cookies.  Recipes may be 

picked up in the church office or printed from many on

-line resources,  Sign up in the fellowship hall. 

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- With the rainy season ex-

pected to begin at the end of March, it is critical 

that the people of Haiti have some shelter to help 

preserve health, sanitation and dignity. To help 

"beat the clock," Lutherans are working quickly to 

set up shelters for Haitians displaced from their 

homes since the Jan. 12 earthquake. 

     "The rains will also pose a threat to infrastruc-

ture," reported LWR. "On the road between Port-

au-Prince and Jacmel, there are large piles of dirt 

that have been pushed aside by bulldozers. After 

the first heavy rain these areas will become a 

mess and possibly make the road impassable 

again." 

     LWR is a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) and the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod. 

     Providing shelter is also a top priority for the 

Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Department 

for World Service (DWS) in Haiti. According to 

Rudelmar Bueno de Faria, DWS program coordi-

nator, the LWF plans to provide shelters for 

15,000 families in four rural communities, 35 

kilometers west of Port-au-Prince. 

     Faria said the need to adhere to strict United 

Nations regulations for the new temporary accom-

modations require that there be an 18.5 square 

meter space per family, a corrugated iron roof, 

and wood, bamboo or steel frames well covered 

with plastic sheeting. 

     "The fear of staying in a house or building for 

fear it will collapse; traversing around piles of 

rubble; the embarrassment of conducting private 

acts in public, these are now all accepted parts of 

daily life" in Haiti, said Chris Herlinger, commu-

nication officer for Church World Service (CWS), 

in a Feb. 15 report. Herlinger was on assignment 

in Haiti this month. 

     More than 31,000 hygiene kits, some 4,500 

baby care kits and about 4,000 blankets have been 

distributed in Haiti since the earthquake, reported 

CWS -- a partner of the ELCA. Lutherans are also 

working to provide psychosocial serves and other 

support. 

Lutherans Work to Build 

Shelters in Anticipation of 

Haiti's Rainy Season 
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ITEMS REQUESTED FOR CONTAINER  

HEADED TO SIERRA LEONE  

WEST AFRICA  

 

$$ Money $$ to help with shipping costs.  

 

Clinic Equipment  

Microscope  

Needles & Syringes – 5 / 3 / 10 Mils  

Cotton Wool  

Thermometers   

Blood Pressure Machines  

Glucometers  

Scale for adult height & weight  

Hanging scale for older children  

 

Clinic Supplies  

Gauze Bandages  

Band-Aids  

Medical Scissors  

Cloth Diapers (No Disposable)  

Bar Soap  

Twin Size Flat Sheets  

.  

Layettes - Include the following items in each lay-

ette:  

o Two lightweight cotton shirts or Onnesies® (or 

similar item)  

o Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers 

(with or without feet)  

o Two receiving blankets, medium weight cotton or  

flannel, or crocheted or knitted with lightweight 

yarn (suggested size is 36" X 36")  

o Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred  

o One sweater or sweatshirt  

o Two washcloths (full-size preferred)  

o One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) of gentle soap, in its 

original wrapping  

o Two diaper pins OR two large, metal safety pins  

 

Other for Clinic  

USB Memory Stick  

Printer for computer  

Batteries of all sizes  

 

Requests for Youth  

Camping Gear  

o Sleeping bags  

o Tents  

o Canteen 

Liturgical Supplies  

LBW Minister’s Desk Edition and the Manual on 

Liturgy  

Large Altar Service Books  

Accompaniment Books 

Theological Books for Library  

Bibles  

 

School Supplies  

Chalk (lots of it)  

School paper  

Pens  

Pencils and Sharpeners  

Rulers  

Erasers  

Colored markers  

Round tip scissors  

Highlighters  

 

Basic Carpenter Tools (nothing electric)  

Hammers  

Hand saws (fine & course)  

Hand Plane  

Hand drill & bits  

Wood glue  

Nails (finishing and common various sizes)  

Hand Chisels  

Screwdrivers & wood screws  

 

Musical Instruments – Very specific list –  

contact Deb Lemon for more info.  

Pastor_McCann@yahoo.com  

 

2 Honda Motor Cycles have been requested  

for the conference Deans to have more  

mobility.  

Spare parts are required. Contact Deb  

Lemon with thoughts. deblemon@mac.com  

  

 

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED FOR CONTAINER  

LBWs  

Clothes  

American Text Books  

Rusty, broken or inoperable items  

 

Inappropriate items will be sorted out and  

either given to a second-hand store or  

discarded.  
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The Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary  

25 March NT  
 In the first chapter 

of Luke we read how the 

angel Gabriel announced 

to Mary that she had been 

chosen to be the mother 

of the Christ, and how 

Mary answered, "Here I 

am, the handmaid of the 

Lord. Let it be to me as 

you have said." It is rea-

sonable to suppose that Our Lord was conceived 

immediately after this. Accordingly, since we 

celebrate His birth on 25 December, we celebrate 

the Annunciation nine months earlier, on 25 

March.  

 For many centuries most European coun-

tries took 25 March, not 1 January, as the day 

when the number of the year changed, so that 24 

March 1201 was followed by 25 March 1202. If 

you had asked a Christian of that time why the 

calendar year changed so awkwardly partway 

through a month, he would have answered: 

"Today we begin a new year of the Christian era, 

the era which began X years ago today when God 

was made man, when He took upon Himself a 

fleshly body and human nature in the womb of 

the Virgin."  

 The following quotation is from Martin 

Luther's sermon "On the Magnificat" (the Song of 

Mary, Luke 1:46-55).  

"For He that is mighty hath done great things for 

me, and Holy is His Name." (Luke 1:49)  

 The "great things" are nothing less than 

that she became the Mother of God, in which 

work so many and such great good things are be-

stowed upon her as pass man's understanding. 

For on this there follows all honor, all blessed-

ness, and her unique place in the whole of man-

kind, among whom she has no equal, namely, that 

she had a child by the Father in Heaven, and 

such a child.  

 She herself is unable to find a name for 

this work, it is too exceedingly great; all she can 

do is break out in the fervent cry: "They are great 

things," impossible to describe or define. Hence 

men have crowded all her glory into a single word, 

calling her the Mother of God.  

 No one can say anything greater of her or 

to her, though he had as many tongues as there are 

leaves on the trees, or grass in the fields, or stars in 

the sky, or sand by the sea. It needs to be pondered 

in the heart, what it means to be the Mother of God.  

Luther's Works, Vol. 21, p. 326, ed. Jaroslav Pe-

likan, Concordia Publishing House, 1956. 

  

 

Joseph, Guardian of Our Lord  

19 March NT  
 All that we know of Joseph we learn from 

the first two chapters of Matthew and of Luke. Oth-

erwise he is mentioned only in passing in Luke 

3:23; John 1:45; John 6:42 as the supposed father 

of Jesus. (Mark does not mention him at all.)  

In the face of circumstances where a man of lesser 

character might have reacted very differently, Jo-

seph graciously assumed the role of Jesus' father. 

He is well remembered in Christian tradition for the 

love he showed to the boy Jesus, and for his tender 

affection and care for Mary, during the twelve 

years and more that he was their protector.  

Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of David, and 

a carpenter by trade. It has been suggested that he 

may have been a mason or a metalworker, or a 

building contractor.  Because of the silence of the 

Gospels, and because Jesus entrusted Mary to the 

care of John, it is generally believed that Joseph 

died a natural death after the visit to Jerusalem 

when Jesus was twelve (Luke 2:41-51), but before 

the Baptism of Jesus when He was thirty. Joseph's 

influence during those early years must have been 

tremendous. When Jesus spoke of God as being 

like a loving Father, He was using a word that he 

had first learned as a child to apply to Joseph. Jo-

seph stands as a testimony 

to the value of simple eve-

ryday human things, and 

especially that human 

thing called "fatherhood."  
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G l a d  T i d i n g s  Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 

 

 

9 am 

Sunday School 

10am 

Worship 

11:30 

Fellowship  

  

1 

6:30 

Lutheran 

Course II 

Leon 

Hasson 

2 

6 pm 

Green Team 

  

3 

5 pm 

Confirmation 

6pm 

Soup and Study 

7pm 

Midweek Worship 

Rileigh 

Dufresne 

  

4 

Com Reports 

due 

5 

Youth Lenten 

Retreat 

Ceta Canyon 

6 

  

7 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

Acolyte Recognition 

Executive Com 

  

  

  

  

  

8 

6:30 

Lutheran 

Course II 

Jim and 

Laurie Freeman 

Alicia 

Robbins 

9 

  

10 

1  pm 

Worship-Music 

6pm 

Soup and Study 

7pm 

Midweek Worship 

Mark Gillen  

11 

3 pm 

Women of the 

Bible study 

Jate 

Gillen 

12 

  

13 

9:30 am 

Panhandle 

Conference 

Beautiful 

Savior 

Amarillo 

  

Build 

14 

4th Sunday in Lent 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

15 

  

16 

11:30 

Senior 

Luncheon 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

  

17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

6pm 

Soup and Study 

7pm 

Midweek Worship  

18 

7 pm 

Council 

Bruce 

and Joan 

Callender 

19 

Joseph, guardian 

of Jesus 

  

  

  

  

  

20 

Jeanne 

Holley 

  

21 

5th Sunday in Lent 

22 

  

23 

Jim Ruthart 

Sandy and 

Stan Lehman 

Bruce 

Callender 

24 

6pm 

Soup and Study 

7pm 

Midweek Worship 

  

25 

  

3 pm 

Women of the 

Bible study 

Annunciation 

of our Lord 

  

26 

  

27 

Install ramp 

28 

Sunday of the 

Passion 

Palm Sunday 

  

29 

Susan Little 

Jeanne 

Holley 

30 

1 pm 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

Leslie and 

J.P.Perry 

31 

  

Rosie Robbins 

Maundy 

Thursday 

7 pm Worship 

Good Friday 

Noon Worship 

Holy Saturday 

7 pm Worship 

Easter Lilies to adorn the sanctuary on Easter Day      $10/plant   

 Sign up in the fellowship hall 



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

1706 Slide   Lubbock, TX 79416 

www.gloriadeielca.com 

gloriadei@nts-online.net 

Please contact the 

church office if you no 

longer wish to receive 

this newsletter 

 

 Help Stuff a Shipping Container  

Congregations across the NT-NL Synod are invited to 

send medical supplies with their voting members to the 

2010 Synod Assembly in Amarillo. A shipping 

container bound for our friends in the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone will await them – 

already half full of dehydrated food supplies. The other 

half will be filled with the medical supplies that we 

collect – like microscopes, thermometers, blood 

pressure cuffs, glucometers, scales, bandages, scissors, 

cloth diapers, bar soap and layettes (no medications as they might spoil en route). And there is room for school 

supplies, carpenter tools, liturgical supplies and two Honda motor cycles. Please, no LBWs, clothes, American 

textbooks or anything rusty or broken. The link to the complete list of needed items can be found on the homepage 

of www.NTNL.org. Visitors and voting members at this assembly will hear from Pastor Kate Warn, our synod’s 

Pastor-in-Residence in Sierra Leone. She will speak of the great needs that are present among the people and the 

powerful way our financial and material support is a blessing to them.  

.  

 


