
different presenters share informa-

tion about the destinations of This 

Lenten Road ï Jerusalem, Jericho, 

Bethany, the wilderness and Geth-

semane-Calvary ï with facts about 

that place in Jesusô time, compar-

ing those to current statistics and 

tidbits. 

 We expect to receive our 

Lutheran Study Bibles very soon as 

the expected shipping date is Mar. 

1. The Sunday morning Adult class 

will begin using those Bibles in 

April as they change formats from 

a lectionary study to a broader 

study of the Bible. Please consider 

joining them ï even if you do not 

have a Lutheran Study Bible! 

 A special visitor will be 

with  us on Mar. 5, John Laine of 

the Texas Ramp Project. John will 

make an appeal for support and 

leadership to at a gathering sched-

uled for 7 PM in our Fellowship 

Hall. Please let Dr. Travis Casler 

know if you will be in attendance. 

 Another special visitor 

scheduled to be at Gloria Dei is our 

own  Bishop, Rev.  Kevin Ka-

nouse.  Bishop Kevin invites all of 

us to join him at 9 AM on Sunday, 

March 22, for conversation about 

the Synod, Sierra Leone, and other 

topics that you might bring up. He 

will also preach in worship. Our 

bishop comes to Lubbock as a par-

ticipant in the ordination and in-

From the Pastorôs  

Glad Tidings of  

Lent 
 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

has come near; repent and believe in the 

good news.  Mark 1:15 

           March 2009 

Greetings in the name of our risen 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

 Welcome to Lent 2009, and 

our shared journey on This Lenten 

Road. I shared the topics with you 

last month on the óroadsô of Lent, 

and now I put some faces on those 

roads as the pastors in our coopera-

tive parish will do our round robin 

pulpit exchange again. So our 

schedule at Gloria Dei is Ash 

Wednesday, February 25, I will 

share part of the Road to Damascus.  

On March 4, Pastor Yvonne Kie-

bler, the Road to Jerusalem; Mar. 

11, Pastor Jerry Kaskela, the Road 

to Jericho; Mar. 18, Pastor Mike 

Holmes, the Road to the Wilder-

ness; March 25, I will do the Road 

Home; and on April 1, Pastor. 

Yvonne returns on the Road to 

Bethany. 

 As is our tradition, we 

gather on these Wednesdays during 

Lent at 6 PM for supper and discus-

sion. Barbara Doty is coordinating 

the meal, and has a sign up sheet 

posted for food items. Each week is 

a different óentr®eô, but the same 

side dishes of bread or rolls, salad 

and dessert are requested each 

week. Lynda Pierce is taking care 

of the conversation, and will have 
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stallation of Rev. James S. 

Mayer as Bishop of the North-

west Texas Diocese of the 

Episcopal Church USA on 

Saturday, March 21. Good 

stewardship on his behalf to 

be with us on Sunday! 

My brothers and sis-

ters, we have many ways to 

CELEBRATE the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing commu-

nity of faith and service, and 

to WITNESS that faith in our 

daily life. May we be faithful 

disciples of our crucified and 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Godôs work. Our 

hands. 

In His love,  

 Pastor Craig 

Youth Lenten 

Retreat 

 

 

 

Ceta Canyon 

March 6-7 

Amanda Burke 

Youth Director  

Beautiful Savior, Amarillo  
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 As I think about my new ñjobò as President of 

Gloria Dei, I think about the struggles we were going 

through a few years ago.  What a difference between 

then and now.  It is wonderful to be where we are 

now.  I was part of the congregational council for 

some of these years.  I cannot imagine the 

responsibility, workload, and worry that the President, 

and many others, had to endure then. 

 Hopefully, we can now focus more of our 

talents, time, and energy on Godôs calling to grow 

internally and externally as individuals and as a 

community of believers.  As we continue this journey 

to find ways to fulfill Godôs mission for this 

congregation, I will try to continue the good work that 

has been done. 

 I really think the ñmaintenanceò mode does 

not apply to us any more.  We are in a place for 

growth and enrichment.  Our ñjourneyò to grow 

continues once again.  We can all be a part of this 

journey in some way. 

Gerald Crenwelge 

From the President: 

Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

February 17, 2009 

Present: Gerald Crenwelge, Shane Brannon, Lynda 

Pierce, Jim Freeman, Pastor Craig Sagebiel, Dick 

Weddige, Brian Willcutt, Joan Callendar, Bruce 

Callendar, Bob Doty 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. by G. Crenwelge. 

Devotion was led by Pastor Craig, centered on 

Psalm 19. 

Received Presidentôs report.  Minutes of December 

2008 Council meeting (there was no meeting in 

January 2009) reviewed. (Correction- misspelling 

of Lyndaôs name). Approved as corrected. 

Treasurerôs report received for later review by 

Audit Committee. Explanation of contents for new 

members. Report covers Dec 08 and Jan 09. 

Question from J.Callendar re: reserve account 

balance per January report (apparent typo, to be 

brought to Dennisô attention.) Moved approval/

seconded. Accepted, with intended correction. 

Parochial Report by Pastor Craig for Dec/Jan. 

Discussion of prospective members. Explanation of 

ñDiscipleship Universityò to be offered at Synod 

Assembly on 4/25 in Plano, TX. Explanation by 

Pastor Craig of background and recent activities of 

ñCooperative Parishò. 

Committee reports: 

G. Crenwelge discussed committee reporting/

Executive Committee discussions, new structure 

under revised Constitution. Reports of Social 

Ministry and Mutual Ministry committees received.  

B. Willcutt explained event to be held during 

fellowship on 2/22. Music/Worship committee 

report received. 

Old Business: 

Report by G. Crenwelge on status of constitution 

revisions process:  No final response from Synod at 

this time, but expected soon. (Synod must approve 

final form of document) 

 

New Business: 

Copier recommendations; present copier in bad shape/

repairs possible but lease running out in Dec 09/

copier model is no longer in production. Discussion 

by Council of options available. MOTION: to lease 

a new Ricoh for 5 years @$188 per month (present 

monthly lease payment) from Dataline, w/4 paper 

drawers. Seconded. Motion carries. 

Discussion of new meeting date and time. MOTION: 

meeting date and time- 3rd Thursday of every 

month, 7:00 P.M.  Seconded. Motion carries. 

Committee liaisons. Pastor and G. Crenwelge are ex-

officio members of all committees/will not be 

liaisons. Further discussion and assignments will be 

covered at retreat on 2/28. 

Motion to adjourn/seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 

8:36 P.M. Council joined in singing the Doxology 

to close the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted,     

Robert Doty, Secretary 

From the Council: 
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Pictured is the newest (and longest!) ramp installed January 31st by 

the Gloria Dei ramp crew.  The clientôs son reports that his Mom 

has gone out a lot more since then and more people have come to 

visit her at home since new stairs were also added.  
 Thanks to all the  carpenters: Shane Brannon, David 
Callender, Travis Casler, Gerald Crenwelge, Jim Freeman, Mark 
Gillen, Pam Sagebiel and Brian Willcutt.    
  Thanks also to George and Connie Beck for providing a 
bountiful lunch.  

 Lubbock Area Ramp 

Project Report 
 

     John Laine, executive director 

of the Texas Ramp Project, will 

be in Lubbock March 5-7th.  An 

organizational meeting is 

scheduled at Gloria Dei at 6 p.m. 

Thursday evening for expansion 

of the ramp project city/area 

wide.  Emphasis will be on filling 

leadership positions and securing 

funding for this expanded phase 

of the project.  All persons 

interested in the ramp project are 

invited and encouraged to attend 

this meeting to learn about the 

great need for ramps by the 

handicapped with financial 

needs.  See how you can become 

a part of this exciting ministry. 

     To date, Gloria Dei has built 

four ramps with the last ramp 

built being our longest of 44 ft. 

complete with a separate set of 

steps to not only allow 

wheelchair and walker access, 

but to accommodate the non-

handicapped family members.  

We greatly appreciate the many 

people who have contributed to 

this project.  That includes 

leaders, workers, prayer partners, 

food and beverage contributors, 

financial and tool contributors. 

     A separate fund is being 

established for the Gloria Dei 

portion of the ramp project.  You 

can contribute by marking your 

check ñRamp Projectò and 

placing it in the collection plate.  

Our greatest needs at this time 

are for tools and equipment.  

Funds contributed will be applied 

toward that, followed by 

purchase of building materials. 

 

Travis Casler 

New Opportunity  

What:  Bible Study 

When:  Sunday mornings at 9 am starting April 

19th 

Where: Gloria Dei Fellowship Hall 

 

March 8th 

Welcome to Laruen Elizabeth Casler 

 

 

 

Born February 18 

Daughter of Justin and Jen Casler 

Granddaughter of Dr. Travis and Diane 

Casler 
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THANK YOU  

 
To those who assisted with worship, including  Bob 

Doty, Elayne Patridge, Bruce Callender, Vanessa 

Hudson, Laurie Freeman Melissa Hostick, Joey 

Pierce, Sara and Dora Cheng, Carol Mitchell, 

Barbara Doty, Joan Calendar, Anita Asmussen, 

Susan Little, Dennis Storch, Sandy Lehman, George 

Wirz, Brian Willcutt, and Shane Brannan. 

Those who brought food for fellowship and the 

ramp project 

Those on ñclean-upò for fellowship 

Those who built and installed ramps  

Those who participated in the Blood Drive 
Each week during Lent, we will gather for a light 

supper at 6 pm., followed by a study of the cities of 

Jesusô ministry.  At 7 pm, we will worship using the 

Service of Evening Prayer.  The sermon will be 

brought by a pastor of our cooperative parish .This 

year, we will add an Easter Vigil to our Holy Week 

observances. 

 

 

 

March 4th  The Road to 

Jerusalem 

 Spaghetti 

 Pastor Yvonne  

March 11th  The Road to 

Jericho 

 Beef stew 

 Pastor Jerry 

March 18th  The Road to the 

Wilderness 

 Lasagna 

 Pastor Mike 

March 25th  The Road Home 

 Chili 

 Pastor Craig 

April 1st   The Road to Bethany 

 Tacos 

 Pastor Yvonne 

 

Please sign up to bring bread or rolls, salad or dessert 

for 15-20 people on the sign-up sheet in the 

fellowship hall or contact Barbara Doty at 239-8975 

or 794-3803. 

 

 

Midweek Lenten Services 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday   

February 25th 

 

7 pm  

 

ñRemember, man,  

that you are dust and 

into dust you shall  

return.ò 

Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

 

 

Join Us for an Irish 

Dinner Commemorating St. 

Patrick!  

 

Sunday, March 15 at 11:30 a.m. 

A Thrivent "Care in Congregations" 

Fundraiser 
Proceeds to benefit the Narthex Redecoration 

Project & 

Joey Pierce's travel expenses for the Lutheran 

National Youth Gathering 
  

The next step in the Narthex Redecorating Project 

will be the installation of quality wooden laminate 

flooring.  Mark Gillen has provided a sample of 

walnut-colored plank flooring for our interior 

designer, Denise Hostick, to give her blessings 

to.  Mark has graciously offered his services to 

install the flooring at no cost to us for his labor.  We 

so appreciate both Mark and Denise for their 

generous service!    After the flooring is done, we 

will proceed with chairs, although the maroon chairs 

we already had in stock, look fine for the time 

being.  

    If anyone wishes to contribute funds or ideas for 

this project, feel free to contact Diane Casler, 

Barbara Doty, Joan Callender or Susan Little.       
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 Mosaic is, in many ways, a 

truly heroic organization that sup-

ports and advocates for people with 

serious developmental disabilities.  

As a faith-based organization, they 

act out their deeply held conviction 

that every individual is a person of 

worth.  Their work creates spaces of 

safety, respect, personal growth and 

community involvement for the 

people in their care. 

 Today Mosaic supports more 

than 3,500 persons through their 40 

agencies found in 250 communities 

in 14 states.  One such office is lo-

cated in Dallas (Carrollton); Jo Beth 

Collier serves as the director.  

Among the many ways area 

churches and individuals have sup-

ported Mosaic-Dallas, none is more 

prominent than the annual ñHeart 

and Soul Galaò held in February of 

each year.   

 Mosaic began in 1986 when a 

group of parents, having heard of 

Bethphage's success in helping peo-

ple with developmental disabilities, 

traveled to Nebraska to request 

Bethphage services in Texas.  At 

that time, their children were resid-

ing in state schools, which were be-

ing closed down, or their children 

were graduating from public 

schools with nowhere to go for ser-

vices.  In August 1986, Bethphage 

opened four group homes in Dallas 

to provide residential services to 24 

young adults. 

  In 2003, Bethphage consoli-

dated with Martin Luther Homes to 

create Mosaic.  In August 2008, 

Mosaic-Dallas celebrated its 22nd 

Anniversary and continues to be the 

provider of choice for approximately 70 individuals with disabilities 

and their families.  Mosaic-Dallas is accredited through The Council 

on Quality and Leadership in Supports for People with Disabilities.  

The latest accreditation in 2007 was given ñwith distinctionò.  Mo-

saic-Dallas is the only agency in the state of Texas that has this ac-

creditation. 

 Mosaic-Dallas continues to be innovative throughout the com-

munity and began a cost-effective, confidential document destruction 

business in August 2008.  Learn more about the document destruc-

tion business at www.MosaicInfo.org/dallas/

documentdestruction.htm and the Dallas agency at 

www.mosaicinfo.org/dallas. 

Godôs WorkðOur Hands 

March Synod Emphasis  

Join us on March 

22 for a visit from 

Bishop Kevin 

Kanouse 

9 am    Forum 

10 am  Worship 

Recycle your old  cell 

phones.  Contributions will 

be taken to the Synod 

Assembly in April.   

Money raised from recycling will go to the missions of the Synod 

Recycle here! 

Annunciation of Our Lord  March 25 


