
support, heal and restore the people of 

Haiti in this challenging time. In par-

ticular, I lift up the web sites of LWR 

and ELCA Disaster Response as 

sources of information to guide your 

assistance. Ongoing prayer is critical, 

but please do not stop there ï find addi-

tional ways that you can take part with 

God to re-create and restore the Port-au

-Prince area. This might include finan-

cial gifts, hands on help by making 

health kits or quilts, or in other ways. 

Check it out! Then respond in the spirit 

of ñGodôs work, our hands.ò 

 Now, a ñlast callò to sign up for 

The Lutheran Course II beginning Feb. 

1st. This is a 7-session class on Mon-

day, with the 6:30 pm class for sure. 

The afternoon class only has 2 signed 

up, and as I request a 4-person mini-

mum, that group may not make. Call or 

email soon!  

 My brothers and sisters, we 

have many ways to CELEBRATE the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

BUILD a nurturing community of faith 

and service, and to WITNESS that 

faith in our daily life. May we be faith-

ful disciples of our crucified and risen 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 In His love, 

  Pastor Craig  
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Greetings in the name of our 

risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 The world was shocked on 

Tuesday, Jan. 12, when a magnitude 

7 earthquake shook the Port-au-

Prince, Haiti, area. Death, destruc-

tion, and devastation seem nearly 

beyond belief. Aftershocks up to 6.1 

continue to rattle the area. And out-

side relief, including simple basics 

of bread, water and ice, was slowed 

by collapsed infrastructure, finally 

began arriving in Port-au-Prince a 

week after the initial quake. 

 James Sells, our seminarian, 

delivered a powerful sermon on this 

tragedy on Jan. 17 at Gloria Dei. 

James included his personal connec-

tion to the Haiti earthquake by shar-

ing his reactions to and grief in the 

death of his Wartburg classmate, 

Ben Larson. Ben was crushed in a 

building collapse, while his wife and 

cousin, who were with him, escaped 

the fall of the same rubble that killed 

Ben. We join James in mourning not 

only Benôs death, and also in the 

deaths of all that died. 

 The impact and relevance of 

what God said through James, at 

least for me, is a clearer understand-

ing of Godôs love, grace and concern 

for creation. God does not desire to 

destroy and kill. God is present in all 

things, as promised in scripture, 

even when we do not sense Godôs 

presence, and even in the midst of 

all our questions. I am proud of 

James, and the power of God in his 

preaching. I thank God that James 

helped all of us deal with the Haiti 

devastation by giving us a larger and 

different perspective of Godôs con-

nections with humanity and nature. 

 I invite and encourage you to 

continue to find your own way to G
lo
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February 2010 

Lutheran Course II 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mondays at 6:30 

Feb 2-March 15 

 

Cost $14.00 for text and workbook 

 
Contact Pastor Craig 
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Gloria Dei Church Council Minutes 

January 21, 2010 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7 pm.  Members 

present were Gerald Crenwelge, Joan and Bruce 

Callender, Jim Freeman, Lynda Pierce, Dick Weddige, 

Shane Brannon, and Pastor Craig.  The devotional was 

brought by Pastor Craig, based on Mark 4, ñeyes fixed 

on Jesusò. 

Officerôs Reports 

 Secretary:  Minutes for Decm.ber 7 and 

December 21 were approved 

Treasurer:  accepted for audit 

Parochial Report and Pastorôs reports were 

presented with emphasis on future dates and 

events 

Committee reports 

Executive, Education and Worship and Music, 

and Property. Estimates of cost for replacement 

of the Air Conditioning/Heater unit of $3,000-

$3500 for equipment and labor 

Old business 

 Discussion of 2010 budget (slightly less than 

 2009 budget) 

 Discussion of contents and agenda for Annual 

 Report 

 Rose window lighting 

No new business 

Adjourned at 8:10 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard Weddige, acting secretary 

 

Sunday School 

Bible Study 

 
Led by Dr. Travis Casler 

Sunday mornings 9 am 

 

 

Shrovetide Pancake Dinner 

 

Feb 14 
 

To raise funds 

to refurbish 

the childrenôs 

area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 27 

10-1 

Give bloodð 

He did. 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Meets Feb. 23 and Feb 25 
"Shawls ... made for centuries universal and 

embracing, 

symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally 

loving, God. 

They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, 

mother, hug, shelter and beautify. 

Those who have received these shawls have been  

uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to  

fly above their troubles..." 

  
  Written in 1998 by: Janet Bristow Copyright ©2009 

 

The Panhandle Womenôs Retreat 

March 26-27 

Circle Six Baptist Camp, Stanton 

More information is on the bulletin board 

 

Jaeyongôs Recital 

Feb 21 

6 pm 

Hemmle Recital Hall 

A mixture of solo pieces and 

Beethoven Cello sonata 
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Ash Wednesday 

Service 

Feb 17 

7 pm 
 

  Midweek Worship will be a Taize service of prayer. 

Taizé is a meditative prayer service that incorporates simple, 

repetitive song and chant, scripture readings, and periods of 

group silence in a setting of peace and soft light that fosters 

communion with God. Christians of all traditions share in this 

ecumenical group. Taizé Prayer is meditative common prayer. 

Gathered in the presence of Christ, we sing uncomplicated 

repetitive songs, uncluttered by too many words, allowing the 

mystery of God to become tangible through the beauty of 

simplicity. 

Hand in Hand: A Global Journey 
This Lent, join us for worship and fellowship as we journey with 

Jesus and hear the stories and reflections of ELCA missionaries 

serving in Japan, Palestine, Botswana, Chile and India. Even our 

Lenten suppers will have a global flavor.   

1. The Rev. Nathan and Sharonette Bowman ð Japan 

2. Martin and the Rev. Suzanne Shoffner   ðPalestine 

3. Ron and Heda ChristðBotswana                          

4. Karen AndersonðChile                                                   

5. Richard SarkerðIndia                                                    

Midweek Lent Service 

Wednesdays  February 17 to March 24 
Our Lenten journey will begin on February 17 at 7:00 p.m. with an Ash Wednesday Service of Holy 

Communion and Imposition of Ashes.  "Written in Stone" is the sermon theme for this solemn day, the 

first installment of "Journey of Stones:  A Series for Lent and Easter" by Pastor Steven Molin. The se-

ries will continue on subsequent Wednesdays of Lent at 7:00 p.m. with the spiritual and meditative 

Taize service.  Pastors of the South Plains Cooperative Parish will deliver our sermons each week in a 

round robin format. 

Journey of Stones 
Drawing on the rich imagery of 

rocks and stones in scripture, these 

powerful messages center around 

the compelling metaphor of stones 

(and our willingness to throw 

them) as representative of our sins. 

As worshipers enter the sanctuary 

they are invited to pick up stones 

as a concrete symbol of each ser-

mon's theme; then as the message 

concludes the stones are placed at 

the foot of the cross.  

Meal at 6; Study at 6:30 

Worship at 7 pm 

Women of the Bible 
3 pm 

 

February 11--We will study Ra-

hab.  "Rahab was both clever and 

wise She saw judgment coming 

and was able to devise an escape 

plan for herself and her family.  As 

soon as she heard what God had 

done for the Israelites, she cast her 

lot with his people, risking her life 

in an act of faith."  (Women of the 

Bible, Jean E. Syswerda, p. 59) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 25--Our group 

 will discuss the prophetess 

 Deborah.  "Her vision of 

 the world was shaped not 

 by the political situation of her 

day but by her relationship with 

God.  Though women in the an-

cient world did not usually become 

political leaders, Deborah was just 

the leader Israel needed--a proph-

etess who heard God and believed 

him, whose courage aroused the 

people, enabling them to throw off 

foreign oppression."  (Women of 

the Bible, Jean E,. Syswerda, p. 63) 



To those who assisted 

with worship, including  

Bob Doty, Bruce 

Callender, Shane Brannan, Brian 

Willcutt, Laurie Freeman, Melissa 

Hostick, Mark Gillen, Donna Perry, 

Lynda Pierce, Carol Mitchell, Susan 

Little, Barbara Doty, Anita Asmussen 

Those who prepared food for 

fellowship and those who cleaned 

up. 

Those who contributed food for the 

Food Bank as the Twelve Days of 

Christmas Offering to the Christ 

Child. 

Those who gave to the relief efforts 

in Haiti 
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Project History 

 The Lubbock Chapter of TRP is a 

young organization, having started in 

September 2008 by Gloria Dei to address 

the growing need for affordable 

wheelchair ramps to economically 

disadvantaged handicapped and elderly 

clients in the 15-county South Plains 

Association of Government area.   The 

need for wheelchair ramps is very real in 

the Lubbock area.  According to the 2000 

Census, 12.2% of the South Plains 

population is age 65 or older.  Of this 

group, 47% is disabled and 12.6% are 

living at or below the poverty level. The 

Census Bureau expects this number to 

double by the year 2010 because of the 

aging Baby Boomer generation.  In 

addition, 20.4% of persons in the 20 to 64 

age group are disabled, and 7.6% of the 

age group 5 to 20 is disabled.   

 Gloria Dei Lutheran was the 

primary initiator of TRP in the Lubbock 

area, but soon partnered with other 

groups or churches in the South Plains area for the purpose of 

starting new teams.  During 2009...   

a U-Crew team partnered with GDLC to helped build a ramp 

in Brownfield; 

members of St. Paul Lutheran , Levelland partnered with us to 

build a ramp in Morton; 

members of Grace Lutheran, Slaton partnered to re-build an 

existing ramp in Slaton; 

members of Trinity Lutheran, Lockney assisted with the 

building of a ramp in Floydada; 

members of Raintree Christian in Lubbock built a ramp under 

GDLC supervision near Reese Center during the summer, 

repaired an existing ramp later in the year, then built one on their 

own in November; members of Shadow Hills Baptist Church 

assisted with the building of two ramps, one in Lubbock and one 

in Littlefield, then built a ramp on their own in November. 

 

Funding Sources 

 Of the 23 client referrals for ramps the Lubbock Chapter 

received in 2009, 19 of those referrals were built with funding 

provided by one of the following referral sources: South Plains 

Association of Governments/ Area Agency on Aging, Department 

of Family Protective Services/Adult Protective Services, Lubbock 

Regional MHMR, Backyard Missions, and Citibus.  Of the 

remaining 4 referrals, 2 were withdrawn and 2 are on a waiting 

list, pending funding.    

 We project that the TRP-Lubbock will build at least 30 

ramps in 2010, and based on history, most of the referrals will 

come with funding to purchase materials to build the ramps.   

However, as TRP-Lubbock becomes more widely known, we 

expect that more referrals will come without sufficient funding.   

 In 2009, the Lubbock Chapter of the Texas Ramp Project 

applied for two grants ï one for $3,000 from the Lubbock Area 

Foundation (LAF) and one for $1,500 from the Home Depot 

Building Healthy Communities Grant Program.   Unfortunately 

we were turned down by LAF but are still waiting to hear from 

Home Depot.  The statewide project also notified us of a $2,000 

challenge grant opportunity from the Ed Rachal Foundation.  

Westminster Presbyterian Church has contributed $500 toward the 

challenge grant and another $1,500 is expected to be donated from 

local Kiwanis groups. 

 Thanks to generous donations from several anonymous 

members combined with 2009 Lenten offerings and the 

Oktoberfest Luncheon, Gloria Dei members have donated $3,458 

to TRP-Lubbock.  This generation donation enabled us to buy 

sufficient tools to equip one team and purchase a 6ôx12ô covered 

utility trailer to use for storing and hauling lumber and modules to 

building sites.  In addition, another member is offering his storage 

Texas Ramp Project Lubbock 

 

Report for 2009 
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 NT-NL Synod 
 

 

Look for us in Amarillo!  
In recent years Synod Assemblies have been celebra-

tions of the ministry and mission that we share to-

gether ï as well as a time to gain insights, to become 

re-invigorated, and to care for basic business matters. 

This assembly will do all this and more. On April 23-

25 the NT-NL Synod will gather in the Amarillo Civic 

Center to worship, to join in a Festival of learning op-

portunities, to hear from our Bishop Kevin Kanouse 

and our ELCA representative, the Rev. Stephen Bou-

man, to enjoy entertainment from Andy Wilkinson ï a 

cowboy poet, to eat BBQ, and to hear presentations 

from Dr. L. Shannon Jung (St. Paul School of Theol-

ogy). Visit the NT-NL web site (www.ntnl.org) to 

learn more about this grand annual event. Come as a 

Voting Member or come as a Visitor! 

unit to store materials for the project, enabling us to 

take advantage of the reduced price of lumber 

purchased in bulk. 

 

Plans for Project Continuation 

 As the U.S. population ages, we anticipate 

that the need for the services of the Texas Ramp 

Project will continue to grow.  The Lubbock 

Chapter will meet this growing need through 

presentations to churches, civic clubs, and service 

groups in the Lubbock area to promote donations 

and stimulate the start-up of new ramp building 

teams.  We recognize that financial assistance from 

local social service agencies may not always be a 

given, therefore we will continue to seek additional 

financial assistance from private and corporate 

foundations so that we can live up to the vision 

statement of the Texas Ramp Project - that no 

Texas resident shall lack safe access to and from 

his or her home because of financial limitations.  

 

Haiti Earthquake Relief 
 Almost two weeks have passed since the devastating earthquake in Haiti. The outpouring of gifts 

from members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to ELCA Disaster Response has en-

abled a swift response on behalf of this church.  Thank you for your generous financial support which now 

totals more than $1.6 million. Thousands of other gifts are still being counted.  Our community-based part-

ners are already providing: 

Two water purification systems to bring clean water to 

25,000 people. 

Emergency food and medical supplies to thousands. 

Blankets and tents to shelter 10,000 people who are home-

less. 

Funding, distributed through three partners, will increase as 

giving continues. 

 $300,000 has been sent to The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), a key responder and member of 

  Action by Churches Together (ACT). The funds support LWF efforts to provide shelter to 

  people left homeless by the quake.  

 $150,000 has been sent to Lutheran World Relief (LWR), Baltimore, for material aid. 

 $150,000 has been sent to Church World Service (CWS) for construction of temporary water systems 

  and distribution of water purification materials.  

 $25,000 has been sent to Lutheran Services of Florida for initial support to refugees and Haitian  

  Americans entering or returning to the United States. 

What you can do: 

Pray 
Give  Gifts to ELCA International Disaster Response help us to provide immediate and effective support 

to communities which are in need. Please consider giving to support the needs of this response and others like 

it.  100% of your gift will be used in full to bring life sustaining support to this crisis. Thank you for your 

prayerful consideration. 

https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/SSLPage.aspx?pid=538
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What is the meaning and 

purpose of Ash Wednes-

day? 
 Ash Wednesday is a wake-

up call. Ash Wednesday hits us 

squarely between the eyes, forcing 

us to face mortality and sinfulness. 

We hear Scripture readings that are 

urgent and vivid. We have black 

ashes rubbed into our foreheads. 

We recite a Litany of Penitence that 

takes our breath away, or should. It 

is a tough day, but take heart! This 

is one religious day that wonôt fall 

into the clutches of retailers. There 

arenôt any Hallmark cards celebrat-

ing sin and death; no shop windows 

are decked out with sackcloth and 

ashes. 

 On Ash Wednesday we 

come to church to kneel, to pray, 

and to ask Godôs forgiveness, sur-

rounded by other sinners. Human 

sin is universal; we all do it, not 

only Christians. But our church tra-

dition sets aside Ash Wednesday as 

a particular day to address sin and 

death. We do this mindful that 

"God hates nothing God has made 

and forgives the sins of all who are 

penitent." We are ALL sinners, no 

better and no worse than our broth-

ers and sisters.  

 Ash Wednesday is the gate-

way to Lent. We have forty pre-

cious days to open ourselves up 

most particularly to God, to exam-

ine ourselves in the presence of one 

who created us, knows us, and 

loves us. We have forty days to 

face ourselves and learn to not be 

afraid of our sinfulness. We are 

dust, and to dust we shall return, 

but with Godôs grace we can learn 

to live this life more fully, embrac-

ing our sinfulness, allowing God to 

transform us 

The Rev. Margaret Jones - from 

"Ash Wednesday" A Wake-up Call 

Reflections on Lent 
Dennis Bratcher 

 

 The season of Lent is a way to place ourselves before God 

humbled, bringing in our hands no price whereby we can ourselves 

purchase our salvation. It is a way to confess our total inadequacy 

before God, to strip ourselves bare of all pretenses to righteousness, 

to come before God in dust and ashes. It is a way to empty ourselves 

of our false pride, of our rationalizations that prevent us from seeing 

ourselves as needy creatures, of our "perfectionist" tendencies that 

blind us to the beam in our own eyes. 

 Through prayer that gives up self, we seek to open ourselves 

up before God, and to hear anew the call "Come unto me!" We seek 

to recognize and respond afresh to Godôs presence in our lives and 

in our world. We seek to place our needs, our fears, our failures, our 

hopes, our very lives in Godôs hands, again. And we seek by aban-

doning ourselves in Jesusô death to recognize again who God is, to 

allow His transforming grace to work in us once more, and to come 

to worship Him on Easter Sunday with a fresh vic-

tory and hope that goes beyond the new clothes, the 

Spring flowers, the happy music. 

 But it begins in ashes. And it journeys though 

darkness. It is a spiritual pilgrimage that we must 

make one way or the other for genuine spiritual re-

newal to come. I have heard the passage in 2 Chroni-

cles 7:14 quoted a lot: ". . .if my people who are 

called by my name humble themselves, and pray and 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then 

I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land."   

 This usually is quoted in the context of want-

ing revival or renewal in the church, and the prayer is 

interpreted as intercessory prayer for others. But a careful reading of 

the passage will reveal that the prayer that is called for here is not 

intercessory prayer for others; it is penitential prayer for the faith 

community, for us. It is not to call for others to repent; it is a call for 

us, Godôs people, to repent. It is our land that needs healed, it is our 

wicked ways from which we need to turn, we are the ones who need 

to seek Godôs face. 

 Perhaps during the Lenten season we should  put ashes on 

our own heads, to come before God with a new humility that is will-

ing to confess, "Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner." Maybe we 

should be willing to prostrate ourselves before God and plead, 

"Lord, in my hand no price I bring; simply to the cross I cling." That 

might put us in a position to hear God in ways that we have not 

heard Him in a long time. And it may be the beginning of a healing 

for which we have so longed. 

O Lord, begin with me.  

Here.  

Now. 
http://www.crivoice.org 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

9 am 
Sunday School 

10 am 
Worship 

11:30 
Fellowship 

1 
6:30 

Lutheran 

Course II 
  
  

2 
The Presentation 

of Our Lord 
  
  

3 
3 pm 

Green Team 
5:30 

Confirmation 
7 pm 
Choir 

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 
5th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
Exec. Committee 

Blossom Brannan 

8 
6:30 

Lutheran 

Course II 

9 

Carol 

Mitchell 

10 
1 pm 

Worship and 

Music 
7 pm 
Choir 

Joel Casler 

11 

3 pm 

Women of the 

Bible study 

12 

Lincolnôs 

Birthday 

(Traditional) 

13 

Sarah 

Hostick 

Ramp Build 

  

14 
6th Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
Transfiguration of our 

Lord 
Last Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 Valentineôs Day 

15 
Presidentsô Day 

6:30 
Lutheran 

Course II 

Kenneth 

Neldner, 
Barbara Doty 

16 
11:30 

Senior Luncheon 
Newsletter 

Deadline  

Kenneth 

Neldner 

17 
Ash Wednesday 

5:30 
Confirmation 

7 pm 
Worship 

  

18 

7 pm 

Council 

Jessica 

Williams 

19 

George 

Wriz 

20 

9:30-1:30 

Spring Assembly 

Beautiful Savior 

Amarillo 

  

21 

1st  Sunday in Lent 

6 pm 

Jaeyongôs Recital 

George Wirz 

  

  

22 

Washingtonôs 

Birthday 

(Traditional) 

6:30 

Lutheran 

Course II 

23 

1 pm 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

Jeremy 

Dufresne 

24 

6pm 

Soup and Study 

7pm 

Midweek 

Worship 

Sara Cheng 

25 

1 pm 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

3 pm 

Women of the 

Bible study 

  

26 

Justin Casler 

27 

10-1 

Blood Drive 

Ramp Install 

Jerry Skoog, 

Reagan Dufresne 

28 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Jerry Skoog 

6:30 

Lutheran 

Course II 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

1706 Slide   Lubbock, TX 79416 

www.gloriadeielca.com 

gloriadei@nts-online.net 

Please contact the 

church office if you no 

longer wish to receive 

this newsletter 

Day of Transfiguration Feb 14 

 Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was 

praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two 

men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he 

was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but 

since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were 

leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ñMaster, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 

one for Moses, and one for Elijahò ðnot knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and 

overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that 

said, ñThis is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!ò When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And 

they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.  

 

 

 

 

 


