Glad Tidings of
Epiphany

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdc
has come near; repent and believe in the

good news. Mark 1:15
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dm of God to CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ,

to BUILD a nurturing community of faith
and service, and
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o to WITNESS that faith in our daily life.

e for Christmas va-
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s cation, Mom spent several days in

Greetings in the name of our
risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

The cycles of life are inter-
esting. Our church liturgical year
cycles too, beginning a new year
each year with Advent — this year
Advent began on Nov. 30. This
means that the previous year typi-
cally ends in late November.

Another part of our church
cycles more like the a calendar
year...but not exactly! The pattern
at Gloria Dei has been to hold the
Annual Congregational Meeting
late in January to elect new lay
leaders and to approve the annual
budget — which are based on the
calendar. Still a different part of our
church, dealing with learning and
growing, is more in line with the
school year, with programs starting
in September and ending in May.

We inaugurated America’s
44" President, Barack Obama. He
will serve a 4-year term, so, his
‘cycle’ is very different that any of
the church cycles. Elected officials,
at all levels of government, serve
terms of varying lengths, providing
elections and installations
(inaugurations) yearly.

As many of you know, my
mother appears to be reaching the
end of her ‘life cycle.” While Pam

the hospital, and then was trans-
ferred to the rehab wing of a nurs-
ing home. We expect that she will
go home in the very near future,
and then will come under Hospice
care. In our family discussions dur-
ing this time, we have truly de-
pended on our God, and the faith
and hope we claim through our
Lord and Savior. God’s cycle is so
different...more of a straight, con-
sistent line, compared to our cir-
cles. God is the rock and founda-
tion of our lives!

As we approach our next li-
turgical season, I share the focus of
our midweek worship this year —
This Lenten Road. Roads might be
seen as a different style of cycle, as
they lead us to and through our
stages of life. This series for Lent
begins on The Road to Damas-
cus, where life is given a new di-
rection. Then, on The Road to the
Wilderness, the Holy Spirit leads
us from baptism to confrontation
with temptation. The prodigal son
shows us the wisdom and necessity
of seeking The Road Home. Our
friend, the disciple Peter, becomes
a roadblock on The Road to Jeru-
salem, prompting Jesus to say,
“Get behind me, Satan!” and in-
vites us to take up the cross and
follow. As the good Samaritan

stopped on The Road to Jeri-
cho, so Jesus stops to care for
us in our needs and teach us to
“do likewise.” Finally, The
Bethany Road leads to the
home of Mary and Martha and
the funeral of their brother
Lazarus, and then on to Jerusa-
lem for the Palm Sunday pa-
rade.

Next, Maundy Thurs-
day takes us down The Road
to Gethsemane, where we are
called, as Jesus’ disciples were
called, to watch and pray. On
Good Friday we travel on The
Road to Calvary, and watch,
as the silent Son of God saves
the world upon the cross. And
finally, The Road Continues,
on Easter Sunday—continues
beyond the path to the empty
tomb ... and more importantly,
to every day of our lives, and
on to eternity, at last.

My brothers and sis-
ters, we have many ways to
CELEBRATE the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to BUILD a
nurturing community of faith
and service, and to WITNESS
that faith in our daily life. May
we be faithful disciples of our
crucified and risen Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

In His love,
1 Pastor Craig
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From the President:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Looking back over the year there are many blessings to
be thankful for. I feel perhaps the greatest blessing is the
love, friendship, and harmony that the members of
Gloria Dei continue to display that have become the
trademark of this church. This characteristic has
allowed us to live out our mission statement to
CELEBRATE the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
BUILD a nurturing community of faith and service, and
WITNESS that faith in our daily lives. Through this
year we have continued to explore and seek God’s will
for us individually and as a church body. This process
was started in Sept. of 2007 with a council retreat in
Levelland and since that time has progressed through
the STOP to pray and discern if the congregation is
doing what God intends, LOOK at God's word to
understand the church's mission, LISTEN to the mission
mandate of Christ and the needs of others, and GO to
implement the strategic plan with confidence and hope
in God's blessings. In the GO step of this process the
council and congregation decided to participate in the
Lubbock portion of The Texas Ramp project.

To date two ramps have been built and installed.
A third ramp was built for demonstration purposes,
which was used at the tailgate party held by the church
for the community. The ramps are built and installed in
the homes of persons with physical challenges and
financial needs. This project allows handicapped and
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disabled people to access the outside world by
wheelchair, walker or other assistive devices. |
would like to thank the many people that have
volunteered to help in this project. Our greatest
challenge will be this month as we build and install
a mobile home ramp which will be taller and longer
than we have done in the past.

We will of course continue with the many
mission projects that we are already involved in at
Gloria Dei and continue to be open to God’s call to
us .I am confident that many more doors of
opportunity will open for us as we remain
perceptive to the urgings of the Holy Spirit.

I wish to thank the church council and all
other leaders for their faithful contributions to their
committees. I also thank the congregation as a
whole and individually for their dedication to our
church in attendance, prayer, volunteerism,
monetary contributions and the many other ways
that make it possible for us to follow Jesus’ Mission
Mandate "You will be my witness....to the ends of
the earth".

It has been an honor and a privilege to have
served as President of Gloria Dei for the past four
years. Those of us going off the Council wish the
best for the new Council and congregation as they
lead us into the future.

Thank you and God bless,
Travis Casler
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In Sierra Leone
February 1-16
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Blood Drive

February 28 10 am-1:15

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall
or call 791-2457

Couples Ministry and Bible Study
Lutheran Student Center

Lutheran Campus
Ministry of
Lubbock is now
hosting a "Couples
Ministry" and Bible
Study every Sunday
evening at 6:30 pm
beginning January
18th 2009 at the
Lutheran Student
Center.

Everyone is welcome, however our focus is the
newly married to the "truly married" (10-20
years). A free meal is served at 5:30pm for those
wishing to come early. Contact Rev. Brian Dupre
@ 763-3644 for more information.

Pour Justice to the Brim

Percolator Grind Organic Coffee $6.50
Bright Day Brew
Mind, Body and Soul
Love Buzz
Columbian
French Roast
Toffee Caramel
French Vanilla
Breakfast Blend
Fellowship Blend

Hazelnut Créme Decaf

Through the LWR Coffee Project, a partnership between Lutheran World Relief and
Equal Exchange, Lutherans can enjoy delicious fairly traded products while supporting
small-scale farmers across the world. Farmers earn a fair price for their crops, have
access to affordable credit, and can invest in education, health care and sustainable
agriculture, building a better future for their families.

In addition, for all fairly traded coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, and snacks purchased through
the LWR Coffee Project, Equal Exchange gives $.20 per pound back to Lutheran World
Relief for projects supporting small-scale coffee farmers.

Tea $3.50
Earl Grey
Irish Breakfast
English Breakfast
Rooibos

Divine Chocolate Bars $1.50
Milk Chocolate
Dark Chocolate

Hot Cocoa $6.50

Mugs $5.00
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Midweek Lenten Services

Beginning on Ash Wednesday
February 25th
“Remember, man,

P

that you are dust and
into dust you shall
return.”

6 pm Light supper
6:30 Lenten study
7:00 Worship

What is the meaning and purpose
of Ash Wednesday?

The Rev. Margaret Jones
from Ash Wednesday A Wake up call

Ash Wednesday is a wake-up call. Ash Wednesday
hits us squarely between the eyes, forcing us to face
mortality and sinfulness. We hear Scripture
readings that are urgent and vivid. We have black
ashes rubbed into our foreheads. It is a tough day,
but take heart! This is one religious day that won’t
fall into the clutches of retailers. There aren’t any
Hallmark cards celebrating sin and death; no shop
windows are decked out with sackcloth and ashes.

On Ash Wednesday we come to church to
kneel, to pray, and to ask God’s forgiveness,
surrounded by other sinners. Human sin is
universal; we all do it, not only Christians. But our
church tradition sets aside Ash Wednesday as a
particular day to address sin and death. We do this
mindful that "God hates nothing God has made and
forgives the sins of all who are penitent." We are
ALL sinners, no better and no worse than our
brothers and sisters.

Ash Wednesday is the gateway to Lent. We
have forty precious days to open ourselves up most
particularly to God, to examine ourselves in the
presence of one who created us, knows us, and
loves us. We have forty days to face ourselves and
learn to not be afraid of our sinfulness. We are dust,
and to dust we shall return, but with God’s grace
we can learn to live this life more fully, embracing
our sinfulness, allowing God to transform us.

To those who assisted with
P worship, including Bob
> Doty, Elayne Patridge,
C \i) [) Bruce Callender, Melissa
() LaniK s Hostick, Joey Pierce, Sara
Q J ot and Dora Cheng, Carol
C Mitchell, Barbara Doty, Joan
Calendar, Hedi Wise, Susan Little, Dennis Storch,
Sandy Lehman, George Wirz, Brian Willcutt, and
Shane Brannan.
e Those who assisted with Midwife Kits
e Those who brought gifts of food for the Twelve
Days of Christmas offering
o Those who have served as officers and council
members on the 2008 Council
e Those who brought food for fellowship

A of Creation

ECOLOGY RESOURCES: TRANSFORMING FAITH AND SOCIETY

ALET THE LI GHTS SHI

REPLACE INCANDESCENT BULBS IN YOUR
HOUSE WITH CFLS

PURCHASE CREATION-FRIENDLY LIGHT
BULBS FOR YOUR HOME

Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs in your home
Fixtures in main rooms (in enclosed fixtures, they
will not last as long)

Floor and Table lamps everywhere

Closets

Basement, attic, and garage

Dimmer switches require special bulbs

Choices (try different ones and find the right one
for each space in your home).

13 Watt CFL (= 60 watt)

18 watt CFL (= 75 watt)

23 watt CFL (= 100 watt)

Benefits

e Creates the same lights (lumens) with much less
wattage (up to 75 percent less energy!)

e Lasts ten times longer (average is ten years!)

e Save $30.00 to $50.00 over the life time of the
bulb

e Change your five most used lights and save over
$60.00 a year
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February Synod Emphasis

Have you heard yet about the

DISCIPLELIFE UNIVERSITY? It
takes place in the NT-NL Synod
this spring and will offer a series of
first-rate classes on topics that are
critical to congregations and to
church leadership. The classes are
clustered around the synod’s theme
of DiscipleLife— with classes de-
signed to help congregations deal
with

a)
b)

©)
d)
e)
f)

renewing congregational life
and mission,

providing youth and family
ministry

being a public witness,
claiming our Lutheran identity
having a heart for stewardship
knowing our partners in minis-

try.

Go d 6 s oWarrHands

DISCIPLELIFE UNI-
VERSITY is an all-day event on
Saturday, April 25, at the Plano
Convention Centre (2000 E.
Spring Creek Pkwy, Plano). The
day begins at 8 a.m. with a wel-
come by Bishop Kevin Kanouse.
Hour-long classes begin at 9:15
a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m.
Each hour will have at least ten
different course offerings from
which to choose. The university
concludes with a major presenta-
tion by Kelly Fryer, executive
director of A Renewing Enter-
priseand author of several popu-
lar books, including Reclaiming
the “L” Word from Augsburg
Fortress.

The event organizers are
energetic about the plans for the
university and about the quality
of the faculty. They expect to
have a skilled and engaging fac-
ulty from outside and inside the
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synod who will be able to fill
the day with great ideas, prac-
tical skills and inspiring pres-
entations. Organizers of the
event are the synod’s Disci-
pleLife Team Leaders: Pastor
Marc Hander (Advent, Arling-
ton), Pastor Chuck Hubbard
(Gloria Dei, Garland), Pastor
Paul Krupicka (St. Matthew,
Waco), Mr. Jim Level (Trinity,
Fort Worth), Pastor Jane Mar
(Emmanuel, Granbury), and
Pastor Ryan Mills (Our Re-
deemer, Grand Prairie).

Information about the
university will be available in
print and online
(www.ntnl.org) by early
March. The registration fee
will cover the cost of all mate-
rials and lunch. Participants
are urged to also sign up for a
concert by Lost and Found
scheduled for that same eve-
ning at the Plano Centre.

e Save personal time and energy buying and changing

bulbs

e Save the burning of 500 pounds of coal (yes that is

correct!) in the lifetime of each bulb

e Improve air quality and reduce global warming;:
reduce 500 to 1,500 pounds of CO2 emissions from
entering the atmosphere over the lifetime of the bulb.
Fewer mercury emissions. Even though the bulbs
have trace amounts of mercury (no emissions if
properly disposed), nevertheless, given the lesser
amount of coal burning with incandescent, the
mercury emissions are fewer with CFLs than with

incandescent light bulbs.

Cautions:

Do not use in enclosed fixtures (because they do

not last as long)

Use only special dimmer bulbs in dimmer fixtures
Use only special three-way bubs in three-way

fixtures

Protect outdoor lights from moisture
Treat as hazardous waste in disposal of used bulbs.

Do the environment a favor and help the mission
projects of our synod. Phones will be recycled and
the money raised will be used for the mission
projects of the NTNL Synod. A bag is provided in
the fellowship hall.


http://www.ntnl.org
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Transfiguration Sunday February 22nd

Six days later, three of them did see it. Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain. His
appearance changed from the inside out, right before their eyes. His clothes shimmered, glistening white, whiter
than any bleach could make them. Elijah, along with Moses, came into view, in deep conversation with Jesus. Pe-
ter interrupted, "Rabbi, this is a great moment! Let's build three memorials— one for you, one for Moses, one for
Elijah." He blurted this out without thinking, stunned as they all were by what they were seeing.

Just then a light-radiant cloud enveloped them, and from deep in the cloud, a voice: "This is my Son, marked by
my love. Listen to him." Mark 9:2-9

o 2K DNl . Now we see.

We’ve been to the mountain
top, Lord.

We have seen you transfigured.

We have seen your glory..

Forgive us we doubted you,
wondered whether you were
what you said you were.

We questioned all those names
we have heard,

all those titles that got thrown
around...

Messiah

Son of Man

Rabbi

Teacher

Son of God.

We witnessed all those
Miracles,

Turning water into wine,
walking on the water,
feeding the 5,000.

We were astonished at your
healings,

Cleansing the lepers,

giving sight to the blind,
commanding the lame to walk,
raising the dead.

Rev. Stephen Brown

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Forgive us our doubts,

our questioning,

our clutching to the norms of the past—
not wanting to let go of the familiar.

Forgive we who have worshipped at the
altar of science,

demanded certainties we could weigh and
measure,

disputed a power we could not equate in
math or technology.,

Forgive us that we demanded realities
over mystery,

wanted assurance over faith ,

needed security over risk,

http://revsbrown.tripod.com/aplaceforprayer

T
;: Now we hear.
3

Now we believe.

We know see you in all your
glory

standing beside the great
prophets

called and anointed as Moses and
Elijah .

We hear God’s voice,
hear God’s blessing,
hear God’s challenge—

the challenge to listen,
listen to God’s Son,

listen to you, Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior.

We will listen Lord,

listen to your forgiving our sins,
listen to your call to ministry,
listen to your words of salvation.

We will listen Lord, and
Believe.

We will listen Lord, and obey.
We will listen Lord, and follow.

We’ve been to the mountain top,
Lord.

We have seen you transfigured.
We have seen your glory.

Hallelujah!
Amen.
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February 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4th Sunday after the | The 7 pm Karin Ladd
Epiphany Presentation Choir birthday
9 am Sunday School | of Our Lord
10 am Worship
Installation of New
Council
11:15 Fellowship
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
5™ Sunday after the 1pm | Joel Casler 6 pm Sarah| Valentine’s
Epiphany Worship/ birthday | Confirmation Hostick | Day
Music 7 pm birthday
Committee Choir
Carol
Mitchell
Baptism
anniversary
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
6th Sunday after the | Presidents’ 11:30 7pm | George Wirz George
Epiphany Day Senior Choir Birthday Wirz
Barbara Doty, Luncheon Mark Baptism
birthday Jessical Townsend anniversar
Dr. Kenneth Neldner Lincoln’s Williams Baptism y
birthday and baptism Birthday birthday | anniversary
anniversary (Traditional)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Transfiguration of St. Matthias, Ash | Justin Casler] Jerry Skoog 10-1
our Lord Apostle Wednesday birthday Birthday | Blood
Last Sunday after Sara Chend 6 pm and baptism| Drive
Epiphany birthday Supper anniversary
6:30
Lenten study
7pm
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If you do not wish to continue to
receive this newsletter, please contact
the church office.
















